
 

 

 

PALM SUNDAY / SUNDAY OF THE PASSION 
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Pastor Bob Benke 

 

As We Gather 

Palms and passion hardly seem to fit together but in Jesus they do. The 

palms welcomed Jesus to the triumph of suffering that paid the full price of 

our sin, and the hosannas cried out to Him who exchanged His life for death 

that we might live. There are no palms and hosannas that do not end in the 

cross, and there is no passion that does not lead us to faith and to rejoice in 

what His suffering accomplished. Our Lord came to the cross not as an 

unwilling victim but as the One who alone surrendered His life into death. 

We do not come to the Lord under coercion or as people compelled but at 

the bidding of the Gospel and by the power of the Holy Spirit! Blessed is He 

who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Prelude:  “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”  setting Don Busarow (LSB 443) 

Welcome 



 

Invocation  

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 Blessing of the Palms 

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David. 

P Let us pray. Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human 

heart through the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By your Spirit, keep us in 

the joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as 

Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Hosanna to the Son of David. 

PALM SUNDAY GOSPEL 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount 

of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village in 

front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. 

Untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you shall 

say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4This took place to 

fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,5“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on 

a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had 

directed them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their 

cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9And the 

crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to 

the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in 



 

the highest!” 10And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, 

saying, “Who is this?” 11And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from 

Nazareth of Galilee.” 

P   The Gospel of the Lord                       C   Praise to you, O Christ. 

P  It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 

redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered 

the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of Kings by 

those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let 

these branches be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear 

them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way 

that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy 

Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen 

P     Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C     Hosanna in the highest! 

 Hymn:  LSB 441  “Ride on Ride on in Majesty” 

1 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Hark! All the tribes hosanna 

cry. 

O Savior meek, pursue Thy 

road, 

With palms and scattered 

garments strowed. 

2 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die. 

O Christ, Thy triumphs now 

begin 

O’er captive death and 

conquered sin. 

3 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

The angel armies of the sky 

Look down with sad and 

wond’ring eyes 

To see the_approaching 

sacrifice. 

4 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

Thy last and fiercest strife is 

nigh. 

The Father on His sapphire 

throne 

Awaits His own anointed Son. 

5 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die. 

Bow Thy meek head to mortal 

pain, 

Then take, O God, Thy pow’r 

and reign. 



 

COLLECT 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P  Let us pray.  

Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their 

hands, gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came 

into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, 

when He comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and 

steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that leads to eternal life; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 50:4–9a 

4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may 

know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he 

awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. 5The Lord 

GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. 6I 

gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the 

beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 7But the Lord GOD helps 

me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a 

flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 8He who vindicates me is 

near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my 

adversary? Let him come near to me. 9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; who 

will declare me guilty? Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the 

moth will eat them up. 

L This is the Word of the Lord.        

C Thanks be to God. 

  



 

Epistle            Philippians 2:5–11 

L A reading from Philippians: 

5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing 

to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death 

on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the 

name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

L  This is the Word of the Lord. 

C  Thanks be to God.  

Gospel for Palm Sunday     John 12:20-43 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 
21So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, 

“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip 

went and told Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for 

the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of 

wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 

much fruit. 25Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this 

world will keep it for eternal life. 26If anyone serves me, he must follow me; 

and where I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the 

Father will honor him. 27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 

‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this 

hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have 

glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd that stood there and 



 

heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to 

him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 31Now 

is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 
32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
33He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 34So the 

crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains 

forever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this 

Son of Man?” 35So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a little 

while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The 

one who walks in the darkness does not know where he is going. 36While 

you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” 

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them. 
37Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe 

in him, 38so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the arm of 

the Lord been revealed?” 39Therefore they could not believe. For again Isaiah 

said, 40“He has blinded their eyes and hardened their heart, lest they see 

with their eyes, and understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal 

them.” 41Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory and spoke of him. 
42Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of 

the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of 

the synagogue; 43for they loved the glory that comes from man more than 

the glory that comes from God. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.            C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hymn of the Day  

There Is a Redeemer  LSB 971 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1982 Birdwing Music; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012045. 

 

Homily  "Sir, We Would See Jesus"  John 12:20-43 

P We stand and confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

Apostles’ Creed    

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  the resurrection of the body, and the life T 

everlasting. Amen. 

 



 

Prayer of the Church 

P Lord, in Your mercy.             C  Hear our prayer. 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

Collect 

P Let us pray. 

C  Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste 

of the feast to come as we gathered today around your word. Keep 

us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on 

the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, 

celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has 

no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Closing Hymn  Lift High the Cross   LSB 837 sts. ref, 1–2, 4, 6 

 

 

 

`  

6 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain 

© 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012045. © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012045. 

Sending 

P    Marked with the cross of Christ go forth to love and serve the Lord. 

Postlude: “All Glory, Laud and Honor” setting Henry Gerike  (LSB 442) 

 

************************************** 

Please remember in your prayers: Jerry Bonewitz, Debbie Traywick, Pastor 

Dick Ames, Dana Peick, Darrell Herrig, Mary Lytle, Lois Schoenrock, David 

Knoernschild, Frank Rysan, Mary Stephany, Ned & Bev Schoenrock, LaDonna 

Rhodes, Curt Franz, Bob Lasher, as well as loved ones of Faith members and 

friends Mark Smith, Oliver “Olly” Meyers, Stephanie Carley, Dennis Long, 

Matt Lowe, Marilyn Wacker, David Schmidt, Mark Seely, Stephanie Greiner, 

the Mylan family, Charlie Salman. Bernice Salger, David Schmidt, Lynne 

McElhinney. Amanda McCabe, Tim Mech, Zack & Lynn Sheingold. 

 



 

Prayer Chain. If you have a special request and/or would like to join the 

Prayer Chain, contact Pastor Benke at 922-5700. 

pastorbobbenke@sbcglobal.net or Chuck Smestad at 

cssmestad@hotmail.com. 

SERVING US TODAY 

Preaching: Rev. Robert J. Benke              Music Director: Sigilda Naidin  

Organist: Sharon Martin                 Reader: Larry Smith 

Elders: Jeff Wohlrabe and Frank Mantell         

Altar Guild: Martha Olson and Beverly Kraus     

Audio: Bob Bartnett                         

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD – We are collecting hygiene items and 

accessories for the months of March and April. Examples are:  comb and 

hairbrush; soap, toothbrush and washcloth; stick deodorant, lip balm (non-

liquid), compact mirror, adhesive bandages, and nail clipper and file; blanket, 

sunglasses, and flashlight; reusable plastic containers (cups, water bottles, 

plates, bowls, blunt-edged utensils). Donations can be placed in the 

Operation Christmas Child box in the Fellowship Hall.  
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THIS WEEK AT FAITH 

Mon 3/9       Open 

Tue 3/10               Open 

Wed  3/11        8:00 am Trustee Workday 

Thu  3/12                Open 

Fri   3/13                   Open 

 

 

DUE TO THE CORONA VIRUS SITUATION, ACCESS TO THE OFFICE IS 

LIMITED. THE SECRETARY (MARGIE) AND THE PASTOR WILL BE 

WORKING AS USUAL. PLEASE CALL IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE, OR 

EMAIL THE CHURCH.  

 

Church Office:   501-922-5700      faithluth@sbcglobal.net 

Pastor Benke’s Cell Phone: 651-214-4027 

Keith Keck, President:   keithkeck@aol.com  501-463-3239 

 

 

Faith Lutheran Church   

1196 Desoto Blvd.  Hot Springs Village, AR 71909                  

Sunday Bible Study 8:45 am,     Divine Worship 10 am              

faithluth@sbcglobal.net; www.faithhsv.com/Office: 501-922-5700 

Pastor Bob Benke: Home: 204-4620/Cell: 651-214-4027 
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