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Discovering Who We’re Called to Serve 
Who is our Neighbor?



In The Parable of the Good 
Samaritan, a man asks Jesus,  
“What must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” Jesus answers, “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all 
your strength, and with all your mind; 
and your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus 
directs that man, and all of us, to 
take action—to engage in a kinetic, 
agape kind of love of that God made 
manifest in loving our neighbor. 

Kinetic 
Churches 

know their 
neighbors.

Arc Content + Communications empowers 
churches to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
by using our God-given creativity through 
communications strategy, storytelling, design, 
and cinematography.

Oak Worship Strategies is a team of 
worship designers, music directors, pastors, 
AV integrators and ministry professionals—
each passionate about helping churches 
create visions and systems for authentic 
congregational worship. 



How might we find an 
intersection between the 
people in our immediate 
vicinity and those who Jesus 
is calling us to serve? Be 
willing to engage in the 
essential work of identifying 
your neighbors; not just in 
geography, but in those 
who others overlook. It’s 
sometimes uncomfortable, 
usually difficult, but always 
required.

1| Know your geography 
and demographics.
Geography and demographics, while never the end point, 
is not a bad place to start. Understanding who is in your 
community and the neighborhoods surrounding your 
church is vital to reaching your neighbors. Utilize census 
information, stay current with housing options and cost 
in the area, and make time to walk the neighborhoods 
surrounding your church to see who you encounter and 
what you observe. It’s OK if you find your church doesn’t 
reflect the neighborhood it resides in. View that as an 
opportunity to explore new ways of becoming more diverse 
and to more closely reflect your community. Spend time 
asking key questions about your neighbors. 

• What does their day-to-day life look like? 

• Where do they work? 

• Where do they spend their time? 

• What questions/struggles do they face? 

• What are the predominant family structures?

The Essential Question:
Who is my neighbor?



2| Explore municipal and 
nonprofit partnerships. 
Survey schools, municipal entities, other non-profits, and 
local businesses. Analyzing them can give you a pulse not 
only on who lives nearby, but what some of the needs of 
the community are. 

Pay attention to the kinds of businesses that exist, and be 
willing to ask what the local schools may need. A school 
partnership can be a great place to start, and you’ll not 
only serve a need for teachers and students, but you’ll 
also meet families and quickly learn who your neighbors 
are and how your church might serve them. Be willing to 
ask the question, “If we moved or closed the doors, would 
anyone notice?”

In addition, creating city partnerships can give you the 
opportunity to learn about the city’s research on growth 
trends, so that your church leadership might be on the 
front side of preparing not only for who our neighbors are, 
but who our neighbors are likely to be in the future. 

3| What is breaking God’s 
heart in our community?
Often we know more about our neighbors than we want 
to admit. It can be easy to live in denial about the struggles 
people near us live with. Poverty, addiction, anxiety, 
unrealistic expectations, and a variety of other systematic 
and cultural realities can bring a lot of clarity to where we 
might lean in as a church. Gather a small group of staff 
and lay persons to have a discerning conversation around 
the things that break God’s heart in your community. 

4| Knock on doors.
Not to be too literal, but teaching your church to be good 
neighbors in their own neighborhoods can spark some real 
change for your community. Equipping and encouraging 
them in welcoming, serving, building relationships, and 
being able to live into the gospel with people they see every 
day walking dogs, mowing lawns, taking out the trash, 
or simply just sitting on their front porch. What would 
our neighborhoods look like if we truly saw these day-to-
day activities as the opportunities they actually are for 
expressing the incarnation, hands-on love of God? 

5| Start small. Stay focused.
One of the greatest missteps we believe a church can 
make is trying to be all things to all people. Even the 
largest churches in the world can’t serve everyone in need 
by themselves. We can all acknowledge the vastness of 
need in our world, community, and neighborhoods, but 
spreading ourselves so thinly means that no one really gets 
the care they need. Don’t be ashamed of starting small 
and focused. Begin with doing one thing incredibly well, 
and allow the energy, participation, and eventual fruits 
and resources to parlay into starting the subsequent thing 
you’ll do with great effectiveness.

Knowing our neighbors is a good place to begin, 
but the path from ministry dream to reality is best 
traveled with a guide. Consider Launch Strategy 
and Discover Your Brand Story workshops or full 
Dream-to-Launch Coaching.

P H O N E  A  F R I E N D

Tailor your message. 
Visit kinetic.church/guide to learn how to craft 

communications that meet the needs of your neighbors. 

kinetic.church/connect

http://kinetic.church/guide
http://kinetic.church/connect


“White Rock United Methodist 
Church had a compelling story 
to share. Arc had the vision and 
the gifts to ensure our story was 
heard by people we could never 
reach. Anyone with a camera 
can shoot a video, but I haven’t 
found anyone who can tell a 
story like Arc.”

—REV. MITCHELL BOONE

“We have worked with a lot of 
partners and consultants over 
the years, and the Oak team 
is the real deal. Their work is 
superb, they are present with 
our teams, and they have a 
huge heart for transformational 
worship in the church.”
—DR . KORY KNOT T

O U R  P A R T N E R S

Texas Methodist Foundation

Southern Methodist University 
Perkins School of Theology

Horizons Stewardship Company 

Open Worship, FUMC Denton

St. Paul’s UMC Houston

Custer Road UMC

University Park UMC

First UMC Coppell

Foundry UMC Houston

Union Coffee, Dallas

Church and Community 
Development For All People, 

Columbus, OH 

Austin Street Center

Wesley Rankin Community Center�

St. Mark’s UMC Houston

First UMC Lewisville

Westbury UMC Houston

First UMC Forney

Bridgeport Camp  
& Conference Center

Safe Spaces Lebanon

Argyle United Methodist Church

Prosper UMC & The Mission 

North Texas Annual Conference

Metro District, North Texas 
Conference UMC

North Texas Conference  
Center for Leadership 

Development

North Texas Conference  
Center for Missional Outreach


