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Love Is Prayer Guide 
 

In 2016, the General Conference asked the Bishops to lead the United  
Methodist Church forward and tabled all legislation related to human  
sexuality.  They created the Commission on the Way Forward comprised of 
clergy and laity around the world and from various theological positions.  The 
Commission was asked to address human sexuality and preserve the unity of 
the church.   
 
They came up with two plans as a body.   

The One Church Plan-This plan keeps one Council of Bishops and all of our 
general agencies intact.  It allows, but does not mandate, churches to 
host same gender weddings, clergy to perform same gender  

 weddings, and the ordination of LGBTQ persons.   
The Connectional Conference Plan-This plan also keeps one Council of 

Bishops and all of our general agencies intact.  It creates three 
branches of the UMC: a traditional, a contextual, and a progressive 
branch.  Annual Conferences would choose an affiliation and  

 subsequently, local churches and pastors would choose an  
 affiliation.  It would be set up theologically rather than geographically.  

 
The Council of Bishops endorsed the One Church plan by nearly a  
2/3 majority.   
 
Subsequently, there were a few bishops and other leaders who drafted the 
Traditional Plan-This plan keeps one Council of Bishops and all of our general 
agencies intact.  It increases accountability to the restrictions currently in  
place in the Book of Discipline.  There is also a Modified Traditional Plan that 
includes a gracious exit strategy and some other amendments.   
 
Later, the UMC Queer Clergy Caucus developed the Simple Church Plan that 
keeps one Council of Bishops and all of our general agencies intact.  It removes 
all restrictive language in the Book of Discipline related to LGBTQ persons. 
 
The special session of General Conference is scheduled for Feb. 23-26, 2019 in 
St. Louis, MO.  At this session, delegates will vote and a decision will be 
made.  It is unlikely the Connectional Conference Plan or the Simple Church 
plan will pass.  There are probably three possible outcomes: 1) The One 
Church Plan will pass 2) The Traditional Plan will pass (or Modified Traditional) 
3) Nothing will pass   
 

 

 
 
 
 

Progressives, moderates and those just on either side of center (right and left) 
are trying to come together around the One Church Plan.  Though it is not a 
liberal plan, it does represent a huge step forward that our denomination 
could take toward affirming and including LGBTQ persons and it would free 
CHUM to be in ministry in a way we have been longing to be!   
 
It provides the potential to move the needle forward on a struggle we as a 
denomination have engaged in for 40+ years.  It opens space for confession on 
the part of the church for the harm it has caused LGBTQ persons and space for 
healing some wounds of LGBTQ persons.  It means that we continue struggling 
together to understand the sacred gift of our sexuality, with the hope that we 
keep growing and being transformed.  
 
It means that we commit to do that with a depth of love only God can give us.  
It is hard to love people who have caused us and those we love harm.  It is 
hard to love people who take positions contrary to our own.  Yet, we are 
called to live in community with one another and to love each other, all the 
while working for justice for all people. 
 
I am hopeful the One Church plan will pass.  It is a very different dynamic this 
time around than ever before and progressives are organizing and building 
coalitions and relationships in ways they never have before. 
 
I invite you to join me in prayer as this special session of General Conference 
unfolds Feb. 23-26.  May we be ever mindful of our call to love, our call to 
work for justice, and our formation as people of prayer.  Join me in daily  
prayer from February 17-March 3. 
 
If you want to keep up on the latest developments, watch the live-stream of 
General Conference (starts 2/23 9:00 am, ends 2/26 6:30 pm) which can be 
found at: http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2019-live-
video-stream-english 
 
Join others at CHUM to watch the live-stream together Saturday, February 23 
from 9-11 am and 1-3 pm, Sunday, February 24 from 8:30-11:30 am and 1-5 
pm, Monday, February 25 and Tuesday, February 26 from 9 am-5 pm. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Jill 
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Sunday, February 17 
Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3.  Pray for love to be authentic in this 
upcoming special session of General Conference.  May those 
making decisions on behalf of our denomination use words and 
actions filled with love. May the delegates affirm that #loveislove 
through their votes. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 The Passion Translation (TPT) 
13 If I were to speak with eloquence in earth’s many languages, 
and in the heavenly tongues of angels, yet I didn’t express myself 
with love, my words would be reduced to the hollow sound of 
nothing more than a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I were to have the 
gift of prophecy with a profound understanding of God’s hidden 
secrets, and if I possessed unending supernatural knowledge, 
and if I had the greatest gift of faith that could move moun-
tains, but have never learned to love, then I am nothing. 3 And if I 
were to be so generous as to give away everything I owned to 
feed the poor, and to offer my body to be burned as a 
matyr, without the pure motive of love, I would gain nothing of 
value. 
 
  
 

Monday, February 18 
Join with our Council of Bishops who supported the 
One Church Plan by nearly a 2/3 majority in praying 
Psalm 23 and the Lord’s Prayer at 2:23 pm. 
 
Psalm 23 (KJV) 
23 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to 
lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of  
righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest 
a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely  
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I 
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread.  Forgive us our trespasses as we  
forgive those who trespass against us.  Lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 

 
 
Tuesday, February 19 
Light a candle to remind you of the Holy Spirit who dances in our 
lives.  Pray for the mission of the United Methodist Church which 
is “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.”  Remember why you are a disciple of Jesus.  Think of a 
way that you have been part of transforming the world. 
 

 



Wednesday, February 20 
Pray for safe travels for the 1000+ delegates, bishops, organizers, 
volunteers, and visitors who will attend General Conference in St. 
Louis, MO.  Email a note of encouragement for the One Church 
plan to our delegation from Great Plains Conference to  
gcdelegates@greatplainsumc.org.  
 

Thursday, February 21 
Pray for the LGBTQ persons who have been harmed by the 
UMC’s stance over the past 40+ years.  May LGBTQ persons find 
assurance of God’s love, affirmation of the goodness of their 
lives, bodies, and sexuality, and a community of faith in which to 
grow.  Pray for the UMC in this time of possible growth and 
change.  May the UMC repent of harmful words and actions, 
sense the movement of the Holy Spirit, and open itself to a way 
forward of greater inclusivity and love. 
 

Friday, February 22 
Pray for those who developed and proposed the plans and  
petitions that will be considered: the One Church Plan, the  
Connectional Conference Plan, the Traditionalist Plan, the Simple 
Church Plan, plus numerous other petitions.  Pray for the  
members of the Commission on the Way Forward from various 
theological positions who have worked diligently over the past 
two years to bring us to this point. 
 
Pray for those organizing the special session of General  
Conference as well as the volunteers, greeters, ushers,  
interpreters, and members of the Council of Bishops who will 
work very long hours over the next few days.  Ask God to give 
them wisdom, kind words, and respect for one another. 
 
Pray for courage for delegates who are planning to vote for the 
One Church Plan. 
 

Saturday, February 23 
Pray for our elected General Conference delegates from the Great 
Plains Conference on this first day of the special session of General 
Conference. Pray our delegates will vote overwhelmingly for the 
One Church Plan. 
 
Clergy members elected to the General Conference:  
 Rev. Adam Hamilton 
 United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, Leawood, KS 
 Rev. Amy Lippoldt  
 Basehor United Methodist Church, Basehor, KS  
 Rev. Mark Holland  
 Sabbatical, Kansas City, KS  
 Rev. Zach Anderson  
 First United Methodist Church, Goodland, KS  

 Rev. Cheryl Jefferson Bell  
 United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, Leawood, KS  
 Rev. David Livingston  
 St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Lenexa, KS 
 
The lay delegates elected to the General Conference:  
 Courtney Fowler  
 College Avenue United Methodist Church, Manhattan, KS 
 Oliver Green  
 Asbury Mt. Olive United Methodist Church, Topeka, KS  
 Shayla Jordan  
 Aldersgate United Methodist Church, Wichita, KS  
 Dixie Brewster  
 Milton United Methodist Church, Milton, KS  
 Lisa Maupin  
 St. Paul United Methodist Church, Lincoln, NE  

 Wesley Gately  
 First United Methodist Church, Wamego, KS 

COLLEGE HILL UNITED METHODIST 

mailto:gcdelegates@greatplainsumc.org


Sunday, February 24 
Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.  Pray for those who feel discouraged 
by the special session of GC.  Ask God to fill your own heart with 
hope for the future of the church and to give you persistence to 
never stop believing the best for others even when they disagree 
with us. Pray for love to transform delegates in such a way they 
trust the wisdom of the Bishops in endorsing the One Church 
Plan. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 The Passion Translation (TPT) 
4 Love is large and incredibly patient. Love is gentle and  
consistently kind to all. It refuses to be jealous when blessing 
comes to someone else. Love does not brag about one’s  
achievements nor inflate its own importance. 5 Love does not 
traffic in shame and disrespect, nor selfishly seek its own honor. 
Love is not easily irritated or quick to take offense. 6 Love joyfully 
celebrates honesty and finds no delight in what is wrong. 7 Love is 
a safe place of shelter, for it never stops believing the best for 
others. Love never takes failure as defeat, for it never gives up. 
 
 
 

Monday, February 25 
Pray for our elected Jurisdictional Conference delegates and  
alternates who may vote during this special session in the ab-
sence of one of the General Conference delegates from the 
Great Plains Conference. Pray our delegates will vote over-
whelmingly for the One Church Plan. 
 
Clergy members elected to the Jurisdictional Conference: 
 Junius Dotson  
 General Secretary, General Board of Discipleship,  
 Nashville, TN  
 Eduardo Boussan  
 Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln, NE 
 Stephanie Ahlschwede 
 South Gate United Methodist Church, Lincoln, NE 

 Nathan Stanton  
 Great Plains Director of Connectional Ministries, Wichita, KS 
 Ashley Prescott Barlow-Thompson  
 Calvary United Methodist Church, Wichita, KS 
 Kibum Kim  
 Pleasant Valley United Methodist Church,  
 Wichita, Kansas  
 

Clergy delegates voted to serve as alternates were:  
 Rebecca Hjelle  
 Elkhorn Hills United Methodist Church, Elkhorn, NE 
 Anne Gatobu  
 District Superintendent Kansas City District, Kansas City, KS 
 Rick Just  
 Asbury United Methodist Church, Wichita, KS 
 



Lay delegates elected to the Jurisdictional Conference:  
 Keith Olsen  
 Grant United Methodist Church in Grant, NE  
 Randall Hodgskinson  
 First United Methodist, Topeka, KS  
 Esther Hay  
 First United Methodist Church, Waverly, NE  
 Bob Aderholt  
 Kenesaw United Methodist Church, Kenesaw, NE  
 Sandy Simmons  
 First United Methodist Church, Leavenworth, KS  
 
Lay delegates voted to serve as alternates:  
 Carl Nord  
 Mulvane United Methodist Church, Mulvane, KS 

 Steve Baccus  
 First United Methodist Church, Minneapolis, KS  
 Shane Hinderliter  
 At the Well United Methodist Church, Wichita, KS 

 
Tuesday, February 26 
On this final day of General Conference, pray Jesus’ prayer for 
Christian unity as found in John 17:20-24.  
 
20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those 
who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be 
one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be 
in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent 
me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given them, so 
that they may be one, as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, 
that they may become completely one, so that the world may 
know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me. 24 Father, I desire that those also, whom you 
have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, 
which you have given me because you loved me before the 
foundation of the world.  
 
 

Wednesday, February 27 
Pray a breath prayer today on this first day after the special  
session has ended.  As you inhale, remember how the Creator 
breathed the breath of life into all creatures.  As you exhale,  
give thanks for God’s love.  As you inhale, remember how Jesus 
breathed the Holy Spirit onto the disciples (and us!)   
As you exhale, give thanks for God’s love. 
 

Thursday, February 28 
Pray in thanksgiving for College Hill United Methodist Church 
and its longstanding commitment to affirm and include LGBTQ 
persons in the life of the church.  Name the ways that the  
ministries of CHUM have been meaningful, transformative, and 
conduits of God’s grace and love in your life. 
 

Friday, March 1 
Pray with art today by drawing a picture of your hopes and 
dreams for the UMC and CHUM, in particular. 
 
 
Saturday, March 2 
John Wesley said, “Do no harm, Do good, Stay in love with God.”  
How will you live out that invitation to be a follower of Jesus?  
Pray to God and ask for strength for the future.  How will the 
UMC live out that invitation to be followers of Jesus?  Pray to 
God and ask for strength for the future. 
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Sunday, March 3 
Read 1 Corinthians 13:8-13.  Pray for God’s transformative and 
enduring love to remain and work within us and within the 
Church, no matter the structure, system, or form it takes. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:8-13 The Passion Translation (TPT) 
8 Love never stops loving. It extends beyond the gift of prophecy, 
which eventually fades away. It is more enduring than tongues, 
which will one day fall silent. Love remains long after words 
of knowledge are forgotten. 9 Our present knowledge and our 
prophecies are but partial, 10 but when love’s perfection arrives, 
the partial will fade away.11 When I was a child, I spoke about 
childish matters, for I saw things like a child and reasoned like a 
child. But the day came when I matured, and I set aside my  
childish ways. 12 For now we see but a faint reflection of riddles 
and mysteries as though reflected in a mirror, but one day we 
will see face-to-face. My understanding is incomplete now, but 
one day I will understand everything, just as everything about 
me has been fully understood. 13 Until then, there are three 
things that remain: faith, hope, and love—yet love surpasses 
them all. So above all else, let love be the beautiful prize for 
which you run. 


