
May 4, 2020 

CHUM Friends, 

These past seven weeks have been anything but easy.  Changing our patterns for daily life and not being 
able to safely gather has been difficult.  Last week, several announcements were made by Kansas 
Governor Laura Kelley and the Sedgwick County Board of Commissioners regarding the loosening of 
restrictions and allowances for re-opening, in accordance with the on-going efforts to slow the spread of 
COVID-19.  It is clear that while restrictions will be loosened, our daily lives will still be different than 
they were before for quite some time. 

Here at CHUM, we are committed to prayerfully consider your mental, emotional, spiritual, and physical 
health as we make decisions about how and when to re-open.  Our Bishop, Ruben Saenz of the Great 
Plains Conference, has urged us to exercise an abundance of caution in re-opening.  For now, access to 
the building will continue to be limited and our staff will continue working primarily from home.  Re-
opening will happen gradually and we will share plans as specific decisions are made.  Below are the 
details of our next steps: 

Worship: Currently, we will continue to exclusively offer online worship with a limit of 10 people in the 
room and we invite you to continue joining in worship from the comfort and safety of your own home.  
With time, our first step will be to begin including additional people in worship leadership of online 
worship so that you can see more familiar and beloved faces.  Our second step, will be to allow a limited 
number of congregation members to be present.  Children and youth will sit in worship with their 
families.  We are excited that the CHUM Foundation has approved a grant to fund cameras for the 
Fellowship Hall.  Once we purchase and install those, the sound, video, and slide quality for our online 
10:15 service will improve and you will not need a Facebook account to access it!  If you are currently 
having trouble accessing online worship, please contact Debbie Snell in the church office.  We are here 
to talk you through how to do it! 

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Sunday School lessons will continue to be pre-recorded and uploaded to 
the CHUM Children’s ministry Facebook page.  Parents, these are short 10 minute lessons recorded by 
Jodi Rice, our Director of Children’s Ministry.  In addition, she gives an idea for a craft or activity that 
coincides with the lesson.  As we move into summer, the lessons will evolve into our Vacation Bible 
School curriculum divided into smaller parts.  We will not hold in-person Vacation Bible School in June.  
Mini-VBS lessons will be posted on Saturday mornings and available for families to watch at their 
convenience.  Wednesday night zoom calls with Ms. Jodi will continue through the summer, providing 
for a time to check-in with kids and their families! 

Youth Ministry:  Youth Sunday School will continue on Zoom on Sunday afternoons.  Brian Sutton, our 
Director of Youth and Outreach Ministry, connects with the youth in an interactive lesson and 
discussion.  We’ve had as many as 17 youth in virtual Sunday School!  The youth mission trip to 
Nebraska this summer has been cancelled.  However, Brian is putting ideas together in collaboration 
with Wichita area youth directors to come up with creative socially-distant ways for the youth to still 
serve together this summer.  Plans will be shared once they are finalized. 

Small Groups, Adult Sunday School Classes, and Committee Meetings: Small groups, adult Sunday School 
classes and committee meetings will continue to meet online via Zoom or by phone.  If you want to join 



a small group, contact Debbie Snell in the church office.  If your group hasn’t yet started using one of 
these platforms, contact Debbie and we’ll get you set up.  If you would like to do a conference phone 
call rather than a video call by computer, we can set you up with that.  We promise, it’s easier than it 
sounds! 

CHUM Groove: Brian Sutton, our Director of Youth and Outreach Ministries, is working on some creative 
ideas for how we can gather outside in socially distant appropriate ways this summer.  Think drive-in 
movies and Sunday afternoon car trips!  As the plans are made, we’ll share more details. 

Food Pantry: Our Food Pantry will continue to operate under the leadership of Phil Coleman according 
to the new procedures that we have established during the stay-at-home order.  Food will be pre-
bagged and distributed in socially distant ways outside the church building. 

Pastoral Care and Prayer: Our Congregational Care Ministers are making phone contact with our 
members at home and in nursing homes and will continue to do so.  Continue to submit prayer requests 
to the church office or on our website.  We will honor your wishes regarding how publicly your request 
is shared.  Should the need for a funeral arise, we have several options for services that I will offer to 
grieving families.  In addition, I am available to connect by phone or zoom for pastoral care 
conversations or prayer.  I’ll continue Thursday morning live devotionals at 10:30 am.   

During the live devotional this Thursday (May 7), I will review the details I have shared here and answer 
any questions that you post on Facebook live.  Feel free to email me with any questions before that time 
and I’ll do my best to answer them.  The video will also be available on our website. 

I am praying for each of you as we continue to adjust to this reality.  Within one week, we’ll be sending 
out a congregational survey to gather information from you regarding what safety measures you would 
like to see in place and what your priorities are as we phase in our re-opening.   I will continue to update 
you as we move forward.  We will learn to co-exist with COVID-19 and balance appropriate precautions 
with opportunities for community, worship, and spiritual formation. 

May our hearts be strengthened by knowing that we are not alone.  May we find ways to support and 
encourage each other.  May we be granted patience as we wait with longing and anticipation of being 
together again. 

Peace, 

Pastor Jill 


