
September 23, 2019 

Church Services 
9:00 am -  Sanctuary  
Traditional Service 
 

10:15 am - Fellowship Hall  
Contemporary Service  
 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
      Rev. Jill Sander-Chali 
 
We’re starting a new sermon series on 
Sun. Sept. 29 called “Sacred Worth.”   
During this series, we are re-affirming our 
identity as a reconciling congregation that 
is committed to being in ministry with 
persons of all sexual orientations and gender 
identities.  This series affirms that all are 
made in the image of God.  The first Sunday, 
(Pride Sunday) will look at the so-called 
"clobber" passages often used against 
inclusion of LGBTQ persons in church  
ministry.  We'll unpack context and provide 
responses that help you turn the sword of 
scripture into a plough through prayerful 
and Spirit-filled interpretation.  On Sunday, 
Oct. 6, we'll highlight the progress of 
LGBTQ+ rights around the world and 
share stories of LGBTQ+ persons from 
across the globe.  We'll also celebrate 
world communion Sunday and the way 
that this ritual binds all Christians together, 
no matter where we are from.  The final Sunday, 
October 13, we welcome guest preacher 
Rev. Elizabeth Evans who will bring us a 
message about our sacred worth in     
connection with National Coming Out Day 
celebrated on October 11.  In addition, 
that afternoon at 4:00 pm, we are hosting 
a worship gathering in collaboration with 
several Wichita area churches focused 
around National Coming Out Day,        
acknowledging coming out as both a 
space of celebration and a space of      
lament.  Rev. Elizabeth Evans will again be 
our guest preacher.  We’ll follow that 
with a party in the fellowship hall…
cupcakes, tie-dye t-shirts, rock painting, 
GLSEN, and Camp Sunflower!  

Wednesday’s Light Suppers 
5:30 - 6:00 pm in the Parlor 

$5/person 
$15 max/family 

Sept. 25 - Walking Tacos 
October 2 - Sandwich Bar 

This is our final spiritual exercise for this series on Holy Rest.  Take time this week to 
consider long-term changes you can make in your practice of Sabbath rest and  
transformation. 
Peace, Pastor Jill 
 
Study: Read Exodus 20:12-17. 

 

Pray: On Choosing Neighbors by Walter Brueggemann (modified) 

Do not be greedy; Do not be acquisitive; Do not accumulate; Do not hunger and  

thirst for more. 

The Lord of Sinai has set limits: 

 Do not covet your neighbor’s house; Do not covet your neighbor’s wife; 

 Do no covet what belongs to your neighbor. 

Do not covet…and then three times: Neighbor, Neighbor, Neighbor. 

We live, each of us and all of us, in an economy of coveting. 

 The tax and mortgage laws are designed to let the powerful accumulate more. 

 The ads are designed to make us desire what we do not need. 

The out-of-control military is designed to protect unsustainable advantage of things… 

 The ecological threat is the result of cravings that violate the limit of sustainable creation. 

The tax laws, the TV ads, the strong military, the ruin of creation, 

All serve to impinge harmfully upon the neighborhood. 

 The tax and mortgage laws prey upon vulnerable neighbors. 

 The ads seduce us to value things as substitutes for relationships; 

 The military ideology turns neighbors into enemies; 

 The exploitation of the earth refuses to reckon with the rabbits and radishes as neighbors. 

But we have known better since Sinai! 

We know, when we do Sabbath pause, that we can live well 

 Without an updated computer or phone; Without another new car; 

 Without elective cosmetic surgery; Without remedial drugs, etc, etc, etc. 

We cannot and have no deep desire to live without neighbors. 

We confess our anxiety about scarcity, about not yet having enough and being left behind. 

We confess, when we do Sabbath pause, that we do not treasure neighbor enough, 

 The one close at hand; the one far away; the one who shows mercy; the one who 

              needs mercy. 

We pledge in your presence, greater resolve for Sabbath,  

that we may submit our restless anxiety to your alternative future, 

that we may refocus our lives in your gracious will; 

that we may trade coveted things for treasured neighbors, 

that we may come to our true selves, liberated from the tyranny for more. 

At sundown on Sabbath, we will gladly and loudly declare, “Free at Last!” Amen. 

 

Reflect: How is coveting the ultimate act of destruction of neighborhood?  How is the  

Sabbath-pause a NO to idolatry and greed that destroy our relationships with neighbors? 

 

Act: Consider how raising your awareness these past few weeks about activities you engage in 

on the Sabbath has helped you cultivate more time for activities of rest-fullness rather than  

activities of rest-lessness.  What long-term changes can you embrace in order to take time: 

time to be holy and time to be human, both in relationship with God and in relationship with 

your neighbors? 

 

Give Thanks: Give thanks for the gifts of Sabbath-rest. 



Our Sympathy to … to the 

family of Jo Ann Johnson, in 

her death on September 4, 2019. 

The memorial service for Betty 

Burchfield will be held on Sunday, 

October 13, at 1:00pm The service 

will be held at the Downey & Lahey 

Mortuary located at 6555 E. Central, 

Wichita, KS. 

********************** 

New CHUM Member 

We wish to 

welcome Chris 

Atchison to  our 

CHUM Family. 

He joined the 

church during 

the 9:00 Worship 

Service on 

Sunday, September 22. Chris 

Atchison is a Christmas baby. Once 

he was old enough to realize the 

uniqueness of being born on   

Christmas, he would taunt his older 

siblings that he was the best present 

ever! Chris was born and raised here 

in Wichita and loves to travel. He is 

an x-ray technologist at Wesley  

Medical Center and has worked there 

since July 1980, currently he works in 

their IT department supporting  

computer applications related to  

radiology. Chris loves to be active, 

including cycling, swimming, weight 

lifting and league bowling! His faith 

journey up to this point has been 

rooted entirely in the Presbyterian 

denomination, but he loves the warm 

and welcoming atmosphere of 

CHUM and he looks forward to the 

opportunity to further cultivate his 

faith among this loving and supportive 

community. Be sure to introduce 

yourself and welcome Chris when 

you see him! 

September 22, 2019 

Attendance 212 

Giving $4,278.51 

Monday Evening Meditation 
Classes with Brad Smith 
This session the classes will be on 
Monday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm. 
These classes will be held on 2nd 
floor in room #201 (west end). The 
final class for this month will be 
held on September 30. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Sunday, December 8th 
for 

Intergenerational  
Caroling 

Serve on a Church Committee 
Do you know someone with gifts for 
leadership in the church? We’re   
currently seeking applicants and 
nominations to serve on our various 
leadership teams next year. We are 
looking for leaders who take their 
commitment seriously to show up 
and be part of the work and leaders 
who can serve CHUM with joy.   
After you express your interest or 
share with us the name of someone 
who you think would do a great job, 
the Committee on Nominations and 
Lay Leadership (Nominations Team) 
prayerfully considers the needs of 
each team, their role in the church, 
and who might be the best fit for 
this year. The Nominations Team 
then personally invites individuals to 
accept an invitation to serve. Following 
their acceptance of the nomination, 
that slate is voted upon for election 
at our annual Church Conference 
meeting in November. Terms may 
be for 1-3 years and begin January 1, 
2020. Email Pastor Jill if you are  
interested in serving or if you would 
like to nominate someone else to 
serve at: 
jill.sander-chali@collegehillumc.org. 
 
The Garage Sale Crew is ready for 
your items! Please be sure to bring 
your items to the church and take 
them to the hallway by room #B1 at 
the west end of the basement. It 
would be greatly appreciated if 
your items were clean and in 
good condition. NO clothes will 
be accepted. Small furniture items 
might be accepted but you will need to 
contact  Meredi th Means a t 
316.636.4463. Please note: No items 
will be accepted after Sunday,  
October 6th! The sale will be    
October 11 & 12 in Fellowship Hall. 

Church Building Closures 
 

September 26 - Closes at 4:00pm 
September 27 - Closed ALL day 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 
Technical Director 
College Hill UMC, a progressive 
Christian community, is searching for 
a Technical Director. The Technical 
Director is in charge of sound       
reinforcement, video and Powerpoint 
projection, video streaming and    
recording, audio recording, lighting 
and all audio-visual equipment. This 
is a part-time job, not to exceed 30 
hours per month. Applications are 
accepted until the position is filled. 
Job description is available at http://
collegehillumc.org/information/
employment. To apply, submit a  
c o v e r  l e t t e r  a n d  r e s u m e 
to employment@collegehillumc.org.  
  
Childcare Coordinator 
College Hill UMC, a progressive 
Christian community, is searching for 
a Childcare Coordinator. The 
Childcare Coordinator's mission is to 
provide a safe, enriching environment 
where children experience God's 
love. This is accomplished through 
implementing age -appropriate      
curriculum and scheduling childcare 
workers for worship, children's    
p r o g r a m m i n g ,  a n d  s p e c i a l 
events. This is a part-time job of 4-7 
hours per week. Applications are  
accepted until the position is 
filled.  Job description available 
at http://col legehi l lumc.org/
information/employment. To apply, 
submit a cover letter and resume 
to employment@collegehillumc.org. 
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AGAPE, Rm. 201 - Welcome to our visitor, Stacy. Special prayers for        

Suzanne's dad. Lesson, "Was Christ Human? The Docetic View" - perhaps 

Jesus was so divine that he was never really human. Class trip next         

Saturday to Abilene. Meet at the church at 7:30 am. Happy birthday this 

week to Joel Wiebe and Wendy. Hawley's will be hosting a potluck      

birthday celebration 10/19. Knopps treat next.  

BUILDERS, Rm. 305 - Sunday, the video session will be #13 “The Acts of 

the Apostles.” Mary has treats. Keep in your prayers: Charlie M. (cancer is 

not in remission), Nori, Mark McKee, and Bob and Mary Schmidt.  

CHILDREN, Children’s Center - The children painted the palms of their 

hands to help them remember The 5 Finger Prayer method of praying. 

Kid’s Connection meets on Wednesday evening from 6:00-7:00pm. Hope 

to see you there and then again on Sunday morning! 

COMMON THREADS, Bride’s Room B14  @ 10:15 - We had a big class 

of 17 today! Our topic was Sex Recession - the idea that people, in general 

teens - adults, are having less sex and fewer relationships then years past. 

We discussed what could be possible causes of this and the pros and cons. 

As well as what role the church plays in this. It was a fascinating and 

thoughtful conversation. Sunday’s topic will be The Amazon Fires. As  

always, everyone is welcome!  

COMMUNICATORS, Rm. 301 - No class this past Sunday. See everyone 

back in class on Sunday, September 29. Mark your calendars for future 

events: Carving pumpkins for Botanica (info to follow): October 22,      

Tuesday, or October 24, Thursday, Class Social (info to follow).  

CONTEMPORARY STUDIES, Rm. B5/7 -  Eighteen made it across 

Douglas Avenue before it closed this morning! Happy to have Don      

Caywood with us. Floyd Hansen introduced Carrie Corliss, from Family 

Promise, to discuss their programs serving families with children            

experiencing situational homelessness. Sunday, we are looking forward to 

having Keith Williamson back in class!  

DOUBLE CIRCLE, Rm. B4 - Candy opened class with 10 present.        

Dr. Brake returned from his trip with many prayers and praises for health 

for his family. The lesson was from Proverbs 8. The  importance of      

wisdom. Wisdom empowered people to look to God. We had a great 

luncheon! Special prayers for Moe, Nancy Brake (in the hospital), and  

Sheila Moody. Have a blessed week! 

TRAVELING COMPANIONS, Bride’s Room B14 @ 11:15 am - Join us 

for discussion on spiritual development and personal growth. 

VICEROY, Rm. B3 - We want to welcome back those that have been    

traveling. We finished up our discussion on welcoming the refugee, with 

talk about the different values of both integration and multiculturalism.  We 

will start the book We Fed an Island by Jose Andres. It is about the        

rebuilding of Puerto Rico after hurricane Maria in September 2017. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS NOTES 

 
Sunday 

September 29 
Pride Parade 

Meet at Old Courthouse 
510 N. Main 

Rally at Noon 
Parade begins 12:45pm 

 
October 6 
Lunch Bunch 
The Fusion Restaurant 
1812 W. Douglas Ave 
11:30am 

Children’s Ministries  
Welcomes All Children! 

Children’s Sunday School for 3 
year olds - 5th Graders will take 
place in the Children’s Center during 
the Sunday school time from 10:15 - 
11:30am. Take children directly to their 
classroom and pick them up at 
11:30am from their   classroom.  
First Sunday of each month is 
Family Worship so all children will 
worship with their family and there is 
no Sunday school. CHUM Nursery 
is available for children 4 years and 
under each Sunday. It is located at 
the west end of building across from 
the elevator next to Fellowship Hall. 
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TGIF  
 

September 27th  @ 6:30pm 

Bella Vita Italian Bistro 
120 N. West St. 

 
Everyone is welcome to join us  

for dinner and conversation!  
For more information contact 

Janice Rich, 265-4879 

Phone # - (316) 683-4643 
Webpage - www.collegehillumc.org 

 

College Hill  
United Methodist Church 
A Reconciling Congregation 

Wise in the Ways of the Spirit, 
Bold in the Ways of Justice, 

and Graceful in relationships  
with all Creation. 

Pride Parade and Festival 
September 29 
 
CHUM will 
once again be 
walking in the 
Pride Parade 
and have a 
booth at Pride 
Fest. The parade starts at the Old 
Courthouse downtown and ends at 
the Mid  America All Indian Center.  
 

Rally - Noon 
Parade - 12:45 p.m. ish 
Booth - Noon-6 p.m. 
 

If you would like to help at the booth, 
please let Brian know in the office. 
bran.sutton@collegehillumc.org 
You do need a button to walk or get 
into Pride Fest and to walk in the 
parade. They are $5 and you can  
purchase them that day. 

 
CHUM Ladies’ Book Club 
The next gathering of the book club will be 
on Sunday, October 13. Carri Siebenmark 
will host our group as we discuss The 
Lager Queen of Minnesota: A Novel by 
J. Ryan Stradal. Come and tell us what 
you think! The Faith Sisters will be  
hosting Meet & Greet in the Parlor this 
day as well; if you can help, please have 
your contribution there by 10:00am. In 
the spirit of our selection, we'll meet up 
after our book discussion at Norton's 
Brewing Company, 125 N. St. Francis St.   

mailto:brian.sutton@collegehillumc.org


 
CHUM’s Way Forward 

 
In response to the passage of the Traditional Plan at General Conference (GC) 2019, which strengthened our current 
prohibition against ordaining LGBTQ+ persons as pastors and increased the penalties for pastors who perform  
same-gender weddings, College Hill UMC Church Council approved a Statement on General Conference that  
re-affirms our commitment to stand in solidarity with our LGBTQ+ community and allies and re-affirms our  
commitment to advocate for the full inclusion and equality of all people.  We published that statement on our church 
Facebook page and in the CHUM newsletter and it continues to be available in the church office.  In addition, the 
Church Council established an ad-hoc task force and gave them the following mandate: 
 
The end goal of the CHUM’s Way Forward task force is to bring a recommendation to our Church Council no later 
than December 2020 that determines whether CHUM will continue as part of the UMC fighting to make the  
denomination more inclusive of LGBTQ+ persons or if CHUM will be part of a network of churches forming a 
“next” expression of Methodism that permits full inclusion of LGBTQ+ persons.  The task force will accomplish this 
goal through: 

* Engaging with other centrist and progressive UMC leaders to discern what is next for the denomination either 
through reform of UMC or the creation of a “next” expression of Methodism 

* Proposing ways for CHUM to actively resist the decision of GC2019 in concert with others and be part of  
     placing pressure for full inclusion of LGTBQ persons on GC2020. 
* Conducting listening sessions at CHUM to hear reactions, ideas, and visions of the future from our  
     congregation members and to provide information and updates to the congregation about the options before 

us. 
 

CHUM’s Way Forward Task force is comprised of the following persons:  Lay persons: Brian Adams, Cindy  
Battiste, Phil Coleman, Anne Gibson, Brian Johns, George Kolb, and Karen Mettling.   
Staff persons: Rev. Jill Sander-Chali and Brian Sutton.  
  
CHUM’s Way Forward Task Force has been meeting and has proposed our second act of resistance, a policy on 
marriage equality, which has been approved by Church Council.  You will find the details of this action on the other 
side of this insert.   
 
In addition, as an intentional effort to create a welcoming atmosphere for all gender identities and gender  
expressions, you will soon see new signage of “All-Gender Restroom” on the single stall accessible restroom on the 
first floor and the second floor restrooms near the youth area.  A lock will also be installed on the exterior door of 
the second floor restrooms, thus converting them into single-use restrooms.  When asked where restrooms are  
located, we invite all of our congregation members and especially staff, greeters, and ushers to reply by indicating 
the location of Men’s, Women’s, and All-Gender Restrooms. 
 
Finally, September 25-27, United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Kansas City has dedicated their annual 
Leadership Institute toward conversation about the future of the United Methodist Church.  Registration has been 
limited to three persons from each congregation.  Rev. Jill Sander-Chali, Brian Sutton, and Karen Mettling will  
attend as CHUM’s representatives. 

 
As we continue our work, we are interested in hearing from you.  The first and most immediate way that you can 
share with us your input or questions about our work is by sending an email to chumwayfoward@collegehillumc.org 
or by leaving a handwritten note in the box in the office.  Please know that these methods of communication are not 
intended to be two-way communication, but rather a way for us to receive your input.  Anonymous comments will 
not be entertained. 

 
Finally, we are planning a listening session in the Fellowship Hall on October 20 to provide a space for more  
interaction and conversation.  By October 20, all legislation that will be considered at GC2020 will be submitted, 

which will allow us to explore the options before the denomination.  We will gather for a potluck dinner at 5:00 pm 
followed by presentation and discussion from 5:45-7:00 pm.   
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