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CHUM Church Council votes to display banner in opposition  

to the Aug. 2 proposed constitutional amendment 

On July 11, Church Council met to discuss if/how CHUM should take action 
regarding the proposed state constitutional amendment on the Aug. 2 primary 
ballot.  

Council members and guests reviewed published IRS guidance on political 
campaign activity of 501(c)(3) organizations provided by Ted Knopp, which 
confirms that churches will not damage their tax-exempt status by supporting 
or opposing the Aug. 2 ballot issue, provided the issue is not so associated 
with a particular candidate to become an endorsement or opposition to the 
candidate. We reviewed the United Methodist Church Social Principles  
regarding abortion, noting that the UMC acknowledges that sometimes  
abortion is justified. And we heard a call to action from long-time CHUM 
member Robin Bartley who urged church leadership to take action.  

After an enlightening and spirited 
d i scuss ion,  Church  Counci l        
unanimously voted to display a   
banner outside the church that reads 
“Jesus trusted women. We do, too. 
Vote - August 2.” Brian Sutton created 
the banner the following day.  

Please be reminded that Church Council meetings are open to all members of 
CHUM to attend with voice, but not vote. Members of Church Council and 
other CHUM committees are listed on this document for your reference. 
Meetings occur at 7:00 p.m. on the second Monday of the month, either        
in-person or on Zoom. Contact Council Chair Katie Cramer at  
kcmason78@gmail.com with questions/comments and to learn the delivery 
mode of the meeting(s) you’d like to attend.  

- submitted by Katie Cramer 

 
These blank-inside Greeting Cards 

can be found on display in the 
church office and sell for $3 or $4. 

Cash is accepted or checks  
made out to Kirk Haney.  

A portion of the purchases is  
donated to the CHUM budget. 

Special orders can also be made. 

Church Services 
 

9:00 am Worship - Traditional 
   (online & indoor) 

 

10:15 am Worship - Contemporary 
     (online & indoor) 

 

Online Services can be found on  
the College Hill  United Methodist 
Church Facebook page or on the 
website at: collegehillumc.org. 

Rev. Maddie Johnson, preaching 
Ian Horne, worship leader 

 

Sermon Theme: We consider the 
gifts of the Madrigal family and see 
how family and societal expectations 
steal joy and warp each of their  
identity. We turn to Scripture to see 
that the imago dei is our identity as 
Christians and when this is our  
foundation, we can use our gifts with 
joy - not with a foundation of family 
or societal norms.  
 
Genesis 1:26-27  
In our first creation story, God made 
the first human in God's image and 
likeness. 
 
Matthew 3:13-17 
 The baptism of Jesus - God called 
Jesus beloved. 

https://thevoternetwork.org/amendment/
https://thevoternetwork.org/amendment/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NeCXJKMcKXi3K7k6Sp58di8Yv0W4b2zq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NeCXJKMcKXi3K7k6Sp58di8Yv0W4b2zq/view?usp=sharing
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-nurturing-community#abortion
https://www.umc.org/en/content/social-principles-the-nurturing-community#abortion
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y5n2609HDSQ_XmSCBYXRwiC-nSWTwnMF/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103149528081813597953&rtpof=true&sd=true
mailto:kcmason78@gmail.com
http://www.collegehillumc.org


 

The Supreme Court and the 
Future of LGBTQ Rights 
We are going to have a gathering 
after church on Sunday, July 24, in 
the CHUM Parlor at 11:30am. Ellen 
Bertels will be here to talk about the 
Supreme Court decision and how 
that might affect LGBTQ people 
and couples coming up. She is an 
attorney serving LGBTQ Kansas  
Kansas Legal  Services. She will 
preent on the future of LGBTQ 
rights after the Supreme Courts re-
cent decisions. She will explain the 
current law and ways that LGBTQ 
Kansans can use legal tools to pro-
tect themselves and their families. A 
light lunch will be served. RSVP to 
Brian Sutton at:  
brian.sutton@collegehillumc.org. 
 
All Church Picnic for VBS 
Bring your sack lunch and lawn chair 
on Sunday, July 31, at 11:30am to 
Trinity Garden to celebrate the end 
of VBS. Free snow cones by Kona 
Ice. 

 

TGIF  

Friday, July 22nd @ 6:00pm 
The Kitchen 

725 E. Douglas 

Everyone is welcome to join us  
for dinner and conversation!  

For more information contact 

Janice Rich, (316) 312-4029 

Our Congratulations to Matthew 
Nutter, in his marriage to Dax   
Spencer on Saturday, July 16, in   
Chicago, IL. Matthew is our Chancel 
Choir Director and a vocal music 
instructor for USD 259 Wichita. 
 
Social Justice Activities 
If  you have a social justice activity 
you would like to share with our 
congregation, feel free to send the 
information to Patty by calling the 
church office at 316.683.4643 or 
emailing Patty at: 
patty.ruzich@collegehillumc.org. We 
will be sharing these in the CHUM. 

Wednesday Gathering 
Invitation Only 
College Hill  UMC has the            
opportunity to host a live discussion 
on The Amendment to be voted on 
August 2nd. Participants include:      
Dr. Russell Arben Fox, Professor of 
Political Science at Friends University, 
who will be articulating the case for 
the “Vote No” position, and       
Benjamin T. Davis, a local resident 
and business consultant, who will be  
articulating the case for the opposite, 
“Vote Yes” side. KAKE TV’s Political 
Reporter, Pilar Pedraza, will act as 
moderator. This event will be held in 
our Sanctuary on Wednesday, July 
20, 7:00 p.m. The discussion is   
sponsored by Kansas for Constitutional 
Freedom and Kansas for Life. Due 
to limited seating and crowd control, 
you may attend by invitation only. 
KAKE TV will be airing the discussion 
on Facebook Live. When further 
information is available, we will 
share.   

Pastor Jill’s Renewal Leave 
Pastor Jill will be on renewal leave May 1 - July 24.  

Check out the FAQ for more details:  
http://collegehillumc.org/about-us/faq-pastor-jill-renewal-leave.  

To connect with a Pastor-On-Call, contact Debbie Snell in the church office. 

CHUM’s Quarter Pole 

The monies collected during July will go towards the  
upkeep of our current Blessing Box. It is currently in need 
of a deep cleaning and repairs on the doors. Our thanks  

to Linda Ruzich for taking on this project. 

Aluminum Tabs - We will continue to collect all  
aluminum tabs for   Mackenzie to  contribute to the 
Ronald McDonald House. Drop your tabs off in the 
church office or leave a message for Patty if you need 
them picked up. Thank you to all who continue to 

bring them into the office! 

July 17, 2022 

Attendance  

Views - 9:00am 98 

Views - 10:15am 268 

9:00am 65 

Budget Giving $9,782.50 

10:15am 109 

Questions, Comments,  
Concern, Praise, or just need 

someone to listen?   
Ian Horne is your CHUM Lay 

Leader and is a  
call, text or email away.   

316-200-4546 or 
870ian@gmail.com 

mailto:brian.sutton@collegehillumc.org
mailto:patty.ruzich@collegehillumc.org
http://collegehillumc.org/about-us/faq-pastor-jill-renewal-leave
mailto:870ian@gmail.com
mailto:ianhorneemail@gmail.com


SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS NOTES 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Sunday Mornings 

10:15am on 2nd Floor 
All youth, 5th-6th and 7th-12th 

grades, come join us as we gather 
together indoors in our classroom 

on 2nd floor. Contact Cal        
Siebenmark with questions 

calsiebenmark@rocketmail.com 

CHUM’s Channel 
 

Look for us at https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UC0_SDrUvXInezViBKayicxw?
view_as=subscriber.   

Children’s Sunday School 
for 3 years old through 4th grade 

Sunday Mornings 
10:15am 

Contact Jodi Rice 
Jodi.rice@collegehillumc.org 

CHUM Nursery 
The CHUM Nursery is available  
on Sunday mornings for children  

ages 6 weeks to 5 years. 
It is available from  
8:30am - 11:15 am. 

During the 9:00am service,  
children will be in the nursery on the 

main floor across from  
Fellowship Hall. 

During the 10:15am service,  
the drop off and pick up will be  

downstairs in the Children’s Center. 

Links to Sunday,  July 17, 2022 
Worship Services 

 

9:00am 
http://collegehillumc.org/
media/978539-4105692-31667904/9-
am-we-dont-talk-about-bruno  
1015am 
http://collegehillumc.org/
media/978539-4105692-31667938/10-
15-am-we-dont-talk-about-bruno  

AGAPE - On July 10, we began our video series “Religions of the Axial Age.” 
Historians believe this period, 800-200 BCE, was pivotal in the development 
of religions in the civilized world. 

COMMON THREADS - We discussed how a court can interpret the facts in 
a case in such a way as to let the court write the opinion it wants to write in a 
case.  We considered the "twisting" of information throughout our society and 
how difficult it is to learn "the facts" needed for decision making. We will host 
the "Meet and Greet" on July 24th. 
 
COMMUNICATORS - 14 members present. Alta has devotions Sunday, 
July 24th. Prayers for: Alta’s brother, Herb Boydston; Kim Day, McEachern’s 
daughter; and Vicki Hitchcock’s daughter, Megan. Save the date: Brunch on 
Saturday, August 13, at 9:30am at Linda White  & Steve’s house. 

CONTEMPORARY STUDIES - Our next ZOOM session on Sunday,     
July 24, at 11:45am will continue with Sir Geering. Hope you will join us! 

VICEROY - We continue to talk about Christian themes, with the help of the 
book, Speaking Christian, by Marcus Borg. Sunday,  we will discuss "Heaven." 
What do we think of the abode of God? 

THE HOV LANE IS CROWDED THESE DAYS 

*Disclaimer-Views expressed in this article may or may not be a representation 
of the opinions and views of CHUM and its faith family,  

BECAUSE WE’RE ALL INDIVIDUALS.  

Hello CHUMites, 

A pregnant Texas woman gets ticketed for riding in the HOV (High Occupancy 
Vehicle) lane, she argues that because she’s pregnant and the Supreme Court of 
the United States (because they now control her body and her rights) tell her 
that what is growing inside her is a person, that she is within her rights to be in 
that lane.  This is just one of hundreds of examples that people are using to 
demonstrate which side of the Roe V Wade / Abortion issue they are on. Now 
think of the HOV lane not in terms of traffic, but in terms of everyone wanting 
to be heard.  It is very crowded in the HOV (Hear Our Voices) lane. 

Now, the eyes of the country and dare I say the world, are on Kansas because 
on August 2nd we will vote in support of “Value Them Both” (Yes Vote) or we 
will vote against “Value Them Both” (No Vote).  Regardless of side, I think 
the first thing we can agree upon is there are so many layers to this issue.  For 
me, it’s an easy NO vote.  It’s about protecting, honoring, trusting and        
supporting women, who make up half the population.  I’m not pro-abortion, 
but if an abortion will save the life of my daughter if she chooses to have     
another baby or it will save the life of my granddaughter when she is old 
enough to have a child, then yes.  If that time comes when a woman in my life 
has to make that impossibly, hard decision – than I and all men who make up 
the other half of the population need to trust her because it’s her body.  However, 
right now, since SCOTUS overturned Roe V Wade, a woman’s rights are to 
George Floyd as SCOTUS is to Derrick Chauvin. SCOTUS has its knee on the 
neck of women’s rights and despite the cries for their mother Lady Justice and 
Lady Liberty, women’s rights are dying.                           (continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 

 

This is the real reason I plan to vote NO.  When the laws of this country are being influenced and made based on one 
extreme Christian lens, that is a HUGE PROBLEM.  No matter the religious lens, the laws in this country should not 
and can not be made based on the religious beliefs of those making and ruling on the laws. Regrettably, it just happened 
and it’s going to continue to happen unless we do something about it.  

There is not enough space for me to share with you the multitude of other reasons why it is important NO VOTES get 
counted, but in closing I will say this. We live in a time where it has NEVER BEEN more important for you to get    
involved, to act, to vote.  For the first time EVER, I have a political sticker on my car and a sign in my yard because I 
had finally reached the point where I yelled “ENOUGH.”  What is your “enough?”  When will you yell it?  If it hasn’t 
already happened, it will and if you have the ability to vote and don’t, you are complicit. Remember, I am just one voice 
in the HOV lane and the trick is finding a way for us to all share the road and leave the rage behind.  

Blessings, love and light to you all. 

 

Ian Horne 

CHUM Lay Leader 

 

 

 



A Clergy-person’s Opinion About the Overturning of Roe v Wade 
I’ve Got Nothing (and Everything) to Say 

by Rev. Maddie Johnson 

I am a pro-choice clergywoman. I am ordained in the United Methodist Church, and my faith (believe it or not) has 
helped me come to this conclusion about reproductive rights. My co-workers asked me to write a post that might help 
someone talk with a family member or neighbor that they disagree with. I’ve been sitting here trying to craft the perfect 
script for what a person of faith* could say to someone who is so absolute in what they believe and is “on the other 
side.” And the truth is I’ve got nothing to say. 

Now, I say this not because I don’t have a lot to say. In fact, I have so much I want to say, and scream, and shout,      
because I am angry. But the sad reality is that no matter what I say, there are people of faith who can come to the exact  
opposite conclusion as me. When it comes to Scripture, there are competing and contradictory messages woven throughout 
our sacred text. If I want to defend the belief that women should be leaders in the church, there are Scriptures that say 
the opposite. If I want to defend a pacifist and nonviolent agenda, there are Scriptures that say the opposite. If I want to 
defend a woman’s right to choose, there are Scriptures that say the opposite. Sort of - but we will get into that later.**  

As a leader of faith, I have recognized how utterly futile it is to have conversations with people 1) who only want to argue, 
and 2) who see the Bible in a literalist way. For the former group, the conversation is futile because without humility,  
a commitment to listen, and a lot of time, you don’t actually see the imago dei, or the image of God, in the other. This is 
why the work of neighboring is so essential, because you don’t get to choose your neighbors. If we got a choice, we 
probably would surround ourselves with people who think and act just like us. The beauty of neighboring is we are  
connected, whether we like it or not. And when it comes to building trust and relationship with our neighbors, it is  
going to take a lot of humility, a lot of time, and a commitment to listen.  

For the latter group, I find that conversations are futile if you see the Bible in a literalist way because the Bible was never 
meant to be a medical, scientific, historic rule book for our world in the 21st century. The Bible is meant to be the 
container for God to be revealed through study, prayer, and community. If someone wants to talk with me and 
they see the Bible literally, my instinct is to end the conversation before it starts because you are essentially speaking  
another language with one another.  

**I told you we would get to it later. There are no references in Scripture to our modern day conversation about abortion. 
There just aren’t. But as people of faith, we are called to wrestle with Scripture so that our character, our heart, and our 
decisions might be aligned with the Spirit of God. We are called to engage in this labor of love so that we might come to 
a faithful conclusion two millenia later. And that doesn’t mean we will all agree. Christians are not homogenous in our 
thought and beliefs.  

But through my own labor of love with Scripture, through my own education, and through my own conversations with 
my community, I have come to the conclusion that the arc of our holy text bends towards love, justice, and inclusion for 
the marginalized. The overturning of Roe V Wade does not bend towards love, justice, and inclusion for the  
marginalized, because it disproportionately harms siblings of color, trans and nonbinary folks, disabled  
individuals, and the poor. For me, it is as simple as that. I know there are clergy people who will come to more  
nuanced opinions, or even polar opposite opinions as me.  

And because of this, that is why I have nothing to say. Because even with humility, time, a commitment to listen, and an 
open understanding of Scripture, there may not be an avenue for conversation with some people. There are some things 
that might be better left unsaid. For those with privilege and those who are feeling ready to have these difficult           
conversations, thank you. We need you. For those who are tired, you don’t owe people your story for your pain and    
anger to be valid. Rest and find safe places and safe people for as long as you need.  

But wherever you find yourself, there are avenues of change (though imperfect and flawed) that can be tapped into 
alongside conversations. States now are determining what their response to the overturning of Roe V Wade is. For our 
home state of Kansas, we have a vote coming on August 2nd that determines our access to reproductive rights. Register 
by July 12th at ksvotes.org and make a plan to vote. Not all states have this option, so another avenue of change would 
be to donate to local abortion clinics which can be found at abortionfunds.org.  

I’ll close this blog with a parting hope: May we all find it within ourselves to be humble, to slow down, and to listen to 
another. And for those who are grieving and for those who are tired, may you find rest with people who make the load 
lighter.  

* When I use the term “person of faith,” I am mostly speaking from the context of Christian faith. As a Christian clergyperson,                
my generalizations tend to be limited to the Christian faith, unless otherwise noted. 



For now, the Kansas Constitution protects the right to an abortion because of a state Supreme Court decision. But that 
could change in August, when voters decide on a constitutional amendment that would overturn that decision. The vote 
is getting more attention recently because the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, leaving decisions about abortion 
rights up to individual states. Here’s what you need to know about the August Kansas vote:  
 

WHY DOES THE KANSAS CONSTITUTION NOW PROTECT THE RIGHT TO AN ABORTION? 
In 2019, the Kansas Supreme Court ruled that the state constitution includes a right to bodily autonomy. That includes 
abortion, the justices said. The case started when lawmakers attempted to ban dilation and evacuation abortions in 2015. 
A lawsuit to strike down the law led to the 2019 ruling. As a result, the Kansas Legislature is barred from passing laws 
that would place an “undue burden” on access to abortion. Any abortion restrictions must clear an extremely high level 
of court scrutiny to become law.  
 

HOW FAR ALONG CAN YOU GET AN ABORTION IN KANSAS?  
Abortions after 22 weeks gestation are currently banned in Kansas, and none have been reported after the 2019 Supreme 
Court decision. 
 

WHAT DOES THE VALUE THEM BOTH CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT SAY?  
Last year, the Kansas Legislature voted to send a constitutional amendment to Kansas voters that would overturn the 
2019 court decision that declared the state right to abortion. Supporters call the amendment Value Them Both, referring 
to the pregnant mother and fetus. The amendment would add the following language to the state constitution: 
“Regulation of abortion. Because Kansans value both women and children, the constitution of the state of Kansas does 
not require government funding of abortion and does not create or secure a right to abortion. To the extent permitted by 
the constitution of the United States, the people, through their elected state representatives and state senators, may pass 
laws regarding abortion, including, but not limited to, laws that account for circumstances of pregnancy resulting from 
rape or incest, or circumstances of necessity to save the life of the mother.” 
 

WHAT HAPPENS IF KANSANS VOTE ‘YES’ ON THE AMENDMENT? 
A “yes” vote would add language codifying that nothing in the constitution guarantees the right to an abortion. It would 
not immediately ban abortion or change existing laws and regulations. It would mean Kansas lawmakers are, once again, 
empowered to pass any abortion restrictions allowable by federal law. Because the U.S. Supreme Court has overturned 
Roe v. Wade and if  the Kansas amendment passes, state lawmakers could pass legislation intended to ban abortion in 
Kansas. They would not be required to include exemptions for rape, incest or the life of the mother.  
 

WHAT HAPPENS IF KANSANS VOTE ‘NO’ ON THE AMENDMENT? 
If Kansans vote “no,” the state constitution would not change, and the state level right to an abortion would remain. The 
Legislature would continue to be barred from passing legislation that would restrict abortion access. Lawmakers could try 
again to pass the constitutional amendment if it fails. The 2019 decision establishing abortion as a right could also be 
overruled by justices in the future. 
 

If you have any further questions,  
please do not hesitate to contact me! 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Robin Bartley 
rbartleyks@gmail.com 
source:  The Kansas City Star 
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