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DNA 1: Christ-Centered
John 1:14-18
D.L. Deckard
April 25, 2010
In what follows, we begin a five-part series on the DNA of the church. Most of us are at
least marginally familiar with the concept of DNA - genetic information that we carry within our
cells that determine our physical features and so forth. It’s what makes us who we are
physically. I think the idea of DNA is a good way of talking about the core factors of what
makes a church a church. Think about it for a moment, what are the spiritual genetics that make
us Christian? What are the non-negotiable realities that grow us and form us into who God has
made us and redeemed us to be?
If you go to Starbucks, for example, you can get a sense of the DNA of the
organization without ever reading about their core values or philosophy. You know, for example,
that you’re always going to see a logo with a half-naked mermaid on it. You’ll walk in and find
the same three sizes of drink – Tall, Grande, and Venti. You never order a “large” unless you
want to look unsophisticated – “Venti” sounds so posh. Everyone is wearing the same green
aprons. They sell the same types of coffee and the same promotional CD’s. The coffee will taste
the same whether you buy a cup in Fairfield or London. So, part of the DNA of Starbucks is a
commitment to consistency. You’ll also hear trendy music. You’ll rarely hear classical because
that’s not part of its DNA. You have to go to Peet’s to hear the sultry sounds of classical music.
So another DNA factor is maintaining a “hip” feel. You would also see information on various
items that would give you the impression that part of the Starbucks DNA is a high regard for the
environment. In other words, there are certain DNA factors that make Starbucks what it is. The
DNA reflects the imbedded convictions that make a person or organization tick. And knowing
them is important. Knowing them allows for self-evaluation, consistency and focus. They
function to define who you are but they also serve to keep you on track. That’s how important
knowing the DNA is.
The question I would like to raise and answer in these four messages is, “What are
the central, controlling DNA factors of the church according to the Scripture.” What should
define every church that calls itself Christian? And note that I use the word should because I’m
convinced that there’s a lot of confusion about what it means at a core level to be the church of
Christ. Ask yourself the question; “What should be present in every Christian church to be a
healthy, functioning church according to the Bible? You could ask the question individually as
well, “What core factors should mark my life?” I wonder if I was to walk around with a
microphone and ask, “In one minute or less tell me what are the core things that must define the
church,” I wonder how many could answer correctly? Of course you could give the Sunday
school answer and say, “Jesus?” - which of course is true in one sense - but it doesn’t give us
enough definition.
So for the sake of clarifying, understanding, and most importantly driving this DNA into
the soul of our church, we’re going to consider them. That’s what DNA should do: live and
breathe in each and every believer, and in each and every ministry from Sunday school to “D2

group,” from corporate worship to private worship, from men’s ministry to women’s ministry
from grief programs to tutoring outreaches.
This morning we come to the first of the four. The first thing that should radiate and
reverberate in the church is a drive to delight in and declare the glory of Christ. Put differently,
the single most important DNA factor that should live and breathe in the consciousness of the
church is a Christ-centeredness. But notice that there are two dimensions in what was said
above. We delight and declare inwardly and outwardly, vertically and horizontally, the glory of
Christ. We are to experience his glory and express his glory. This echoes our mission statement
to spread a passion for the supremacy of Jesus….” But we won’t declare what we do not delight
in. We won’t express a passion until we experience a passion. And since we’re focusing on the
heart this year, I’m going to spend our time on the delight part. The main DNA of a healthy
church (and Christian) is a genuine delight in the glory of Christ. That is, we should see in the
gathered church the fact that we are crazy about Jesus; consumed with knowing him,
experiencing him, savoring him, and enjoying him! A healthy church is obsessed with the
greatness of Christ! That should mark the individual believer as well. It is the most important
genetic mark of a true Christian – a passion to glory in Christ. Why? Because of who He is.
And I can think of no better way to make the point and feed our delight than show it to you in
one of the most awe-inspiring passages of the Bible when it comes to establishing the greatness
of Jesus. And you know, the only way for me to increase your desire and passion for him is to
show you more of Him. So that’s what we’re going to do; look at His greatness in John 1:14-18.
In these verses we discover why the church has obsessed over Jesus for the last two thousand
years. There we read:
14The

Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One
and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15John testifies concerning him. He cries out,
saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'
" 16From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God, but God the One
and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.

In the first part of this chapter (verses 1 ff.), Jesus is introduced with the first words of
Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning was the word….” As such, Jesus is introduced as the Eternal
Word of God and the Creator of everything. So the writer of the gospel magnifies Jesus’ glory
by associating Him with Genesis 1 and the act of creation. He magnifies His glory again in the
verses cited above by associating Jesus to redemption in Exodus 33-34 (which you will soon
see). By doing this he once again magnifies just how massive Jesus is in the scope of biblical
revelation.
I remember the time I first discovered this connection between John 1:14 and Exodus 34.
I simply wanted to fall on my knees and worship Christ. So, let me take you back to Exodus
33-34 in hopes that the DNA point will be made and your passion increase.
The book of Exodus records for us the most significant redemptive event in Old
Testament history, namely when God sent Moses to liberate the people of Israel from bondage in
Egypt. Through plagues, death, and parting the Red Sea, God brings his people out to meet him
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at Mount Sinai where Moses went up the mountain to receive the Ten Commandments. That’s
the context of Exodus 33-34. Listen, now, to what it says:
Exo. 33:9 As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at the entrance, while
the LORD spoke with Moses. 10 Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance to the
tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to his tent. 11 The LORD would speak to Moses face
to face, as a man speaks with his friend.
Exo. 33:18 Then Moses said, "Now show me your glory."
Exo.33:19 And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my
name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20 But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for no one may see
me and live."
Exo. 33:21 Then the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 22 When my
glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23
Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen."

Chapter 34 records the fulfillment of this request to see the glory of God saying:
Exo. 34:4 So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the
morning, as the LORD had commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands. 5 Then the
LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he
passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow
to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness,
rebellion and sin.

I want you to note in your minds three important things in the passage we just read. First
is the idea of the tent of meeting. I want you to remember the word tent. It refers to the fact that
God would come down in the midst of His people and dwell with them in a tent. Moses would
meet the Lord there at the tent and speak with him like a friend. It reflects the fact that God’s
purpose was to live among His people. Remember the word tent.
The second point to be drawn is Moses’ request to see the glory of God. He asks to see
the glory of the Lord. God’s answer is a “No” and a “Yes.” Moses cannot see the face of God
directly. He is only given a diminished glimpse of God’s glory passing by. So keep in mind that
Moses (as great as he was) wasn’t allowed to see the glory of God directly. So remember tent
and an indirect encounter with God’s glory by Moses.
Now the third point to be noticed is the fact that when God’s glory passed by, words were
spoken declaring the content of God’s glory. What makes him glorious is not so much the
radiant light that passed by, but his radiant character declared that he is compassionate, gracious,
loving and faithful. Those last two words are especially important. They serve as the two bright
lights of hope throughout the Old Testament – God’s steadfast love (hesed) and his faithfulness.
You’ll hear them coupled repeatedly throughout the Old Testament: “Your steadfast love, O
Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds” (Psalm 36:5); or “I give thanks to
your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness” (Psalm 138:2).
So, those three things: tent where God meets, an indirect face to face encounter with the
glory of the Lord, and the words that expressed God’s glory, particularly love and faithfulness.
Now let’s read John 1:14-18 again:
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John 1:14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling [word literally means to pitch a tent] among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1:16From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another [grace instead of
grace]. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has
ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.

In case you didn’t make the connections, let me draw them out. Just as God pitched a
tent to meet with his people in Exodus 33, so now God pitches his tent in human flesh. He
comes to us in the most personal, most understandable, most direct way possible – in human
form. Jesus is the face of God! He is God’s dwelling place with us. That’s why Christians
through the centuries have longed for his return because he is the permanent dwelling place of
God among his people. In Him we see the face of God. That’s the first connection.
The second connection is the content of God’s spoken glory! As Moses saw God’s glory
and heard God’s voice declaring His love and faithfulness, so the disciples saw the glory of
God’s word made flesh full of grace and truth (which are the New Testament equivalents of
steadfast love and faithfulness in the Old Testament). In other words, Jesus just doesn’t show
God’s faithfulness and love: he IS God’s unswerving faithfulness and gracious love. He is God’s
love become flesh. He is God’s faithfulness become flesh. His life shows the glory of God’s
steadfast love and faithfulness by healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, freeing people from
spiritual darkness, and ultimately dying in their place for sin. Jesus is the highest and deepest,
the most concrete and tangible expression and fullness of God’s gracious love and enduring
faithfulness the universe will ever see. The point? Jesus is the dwelling place (tent) of God and
he is the fullness of God’s glorious love and faithfulness.
The final connection is made in the last verse. “18No one has ever seen God [not Moses,
not Isaiah, not Paul], but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side [Jesus], has made him
known.” John introduces us to someone far greater than Moses who only got to see the backside
of God’s glory. Jesus – “God the One and Only” - is the only one with first-hand, direct access
to the face of God. Why? Because He is God himself! As such, Jesus is the only and ultimate
revealer of God! He is God’s only authorized autobiography of who He, God, really is.
So you see, by associating Jesus with Exodus 33-34, John has elevated Jesus to the
highest place possible: the dwelling place of God, the fullness of his glorious love and
faithfulness and the perfect revealer of God. He is the fullness of everything God is! That is
why every soul that has been awakened to the inexpressible joy of knowing and experiencing
Christ is obsessed with Him, crazy about Him, consumed with knowing Him, and hungry to
experience more of Him.
He is a solid refuge in times of trouble – as God’s love has always been. To those broken
by failed marriages He is a refuge of comfort. To those weakened by disease He provides
strength to endure. To those discouraged by financial woes He is sufficient to give joy. For
those burdened by sin He is the Redeemer. For those worried about a world in chaos He is Lord
of creation and sovereign King. That’s why any Christian ministry that doesn’t hold Jesus up is
fundamentally missing the point. He is the point! But He is more than a refuge for trouble - He
is our treasured reward.
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I pray that in all we do, every ministry, the Lord will graciously imprint this into the
DNA of this church! Christ is all! May our greatest compliment from outsiders be, “They are
crazy about Christ!” “They love Christ!” “They can’t stop talking about Christ because he is
their everything.” That, my friends, is the first DNA strand of God’s church. May the Lord
make it so in our lives and in our church. Then, and only then, will spreading a passion for the
supremacy of Jesus Christ be a compulsion, not a duty.

DNA 2: Spirit-Dependent
Philippians 3:3
D.L.Deckard
May 2, 2010
As you sit there reading these words, without conscious or willful thought, you are
breathing. Since the first moment you left your mother’s womb you’ve been taking air into your
lungs. And you’ve never stopped. My lungs have been inflating and deflating every moment for
the last four decades. You wouldn’t last but a few minutes without breathing. It reminds me of a
game I used to play in the hot tub with my two oldest kids – a game called, “Who can hold his/
her breath the longest.” We’d hyperventilate to oxygenate the blood and then go under water
while the others counted. We’d never make it very long. I think the longest was two minutes.
Much longer and a person would pass out and soon after, die. We depend upon breathing every
second of the day.
That’s not just true of humans but every living thing: bird, mammal, bug, fish, tree or
plant. Everything breathes to live – leaves need to breathe, grass needs to breathe, catfish need
to breathe. In light of that I find it a stroke of divine genius that when God created the world and
all living things, He sent his breath. Genesis 1:2 says, “the Spirit of God was hovering over the
waters.” God’s Spirit was there at the dawn of creation - His Breath! In both ancient languages
of Hebrew and Greek the name Spirit means breath of God. That, I believe, wasn’t an accident.
God breathed on a dark and lifeless world and it began to breathe in response. He breathed on a
lump of clay in Genesis 2 and that formed clay became a living breathing being. When we come
to the New Testament we find that that God’s Breath – His Spirit – comes again through the
death and resurrection of Jesus to give new birth, new life – eternal life – to dark souls. And just
as our physical bodies depend upon breathing to live, so our Christian lives must live moment by
moment in dependence upon the Breath (Spirit) of God.
That’s the point of this particular message. The Christian life is about living moment by
moment in and by the Spirit of God. It’s one of the central and crucial DNA factors of the
church in the Bible. We are to be people who utterly and completely depend on and display the
work of the Spirit in our lives. We are to depend upon Him like we breathe – constantly. But
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alas, we often find ourselves depending upon the Spirit sporadically - usually after we’ve
exhausted our own human strength and control in some crisis or circumstance leaving us helpless
and needy. Then we’ll look to the Spirit. Can you imagine taking that approach to physical
breathing? “I’ll take a breath and go.” Then, when some crisis comes and you find yourself
panicked, fearful and anxious – like you do when aren’t getting enough air - you take another
breath.
The point is simple. We are to depend upon the Spirit like we breathe air. That’s what it
means to be the church. We are to live in and by the Spirit every moment. Now let me do three
things with this main point: ground it in Scripture; apply it to some relevant situations; and give
the primary evidence of it.
The Biblical Basis for Depending on the Spirit
I realize that for most of you, the fact that we must depend each moment upon the Spirit
is a given. I don’t need to prove it to you. However, I would argue that we are in need of
constant reminders of truth AND need to see that this Spirit-dependence concept is core to our
faith. It is one of the few prominent DNA factors of the church.
So let me take you to Philippians 3:3 where Paul provides a thumbnail summary of the
DNA of the church. For sake of flow, I’ll begin in 3:1.
Phil. 3:1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you
again, and it is a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of
the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in
Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh—

You’ll notice that verse 3 begins with a basic declaration of who we are as Christians:
“we are the circumcision.” It’s a roundabout way of saying that we are God’s people, we are true
Jews (to use Paul’s words from Romans) on the basis of our faith. But that declaration of who
we are is then developed in three descriptive clauses. The first mark of the true people – and our
focus – is that we “worship by the Spirit of God.” The second is that we “glory in Christ Jesus,”
which is the DNA factor we considered last week (only in different words: to glory in Christ is to
delight in and declare his glory!) The third one runs opposite to the first two insisting that we do
NOT trust or depend on human strength. Now let’s back up to the first phrase: “who worship by
the Spirit of God.”
When we think of worship we, generally speaking, reduce it down to what happens on a
Sunday morning – a worship service. While that is an expression of worship, Paul has in mind
something far more exhaustive and universal in scope. Essentially, when he speaks of worship
of God he is speaking of service to God that encompasses every activity and segment of life.
This is clear from other passages by Paul where he says things like, “offer your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.” All of you, every
molecule and subatomic particle of your being is to be rendered as worship to him. Or 1
Corinthians 10:31, “Whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”
All of life is to be offered up as joyful service of faith to our God! All-inclusive! The only way
that can be done and must be done is in the strength God supplies – his Spirit, his grace. And
you know what? The Holy Spirit is more than sufficient for every part of life.
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Listen to a rapid-fire list of all he does according to the New Testament: The Spirit
counsels, teaches and reminds (Jn 14:17); He leads to truth, testifies and makes known (Jn 15:26;
16:13, 15); He empowers for mission (Acts 1:8); He guides in decision-making (Acts 10:19;
11:12; 13:2, 4); He circumcises the heart (Rom 2:29); He pours love into our hearts (Rom 5:5);
He sets free (Rom. 8:2); He raises from the dead (Rom 8:9); He puts sin to death in our lives
(Rom 8:13); He intercedes for us (Rom. 8:26); He reveals God to us (1 Cor. 2:10); gives people
for ministry (1 Cor. 12); seals us as a guarantee for the future (2 Cor. 1:22); He gives life (2 Cor.
3:6); unites the church (2 Cor. 13:14); fellowships with us (2 Cor. 13:14); guarantees our future
(2 Cor. 5:5); enables our souls to wait in hope (Gal. 5:5), to conquer the flesh (Gal 5:16), produce
fruit (Gal 5:22), grow in the knowledge of God (Eph. 1:17). The Spirit fills us with the heart of
Christ (Gal 4:6), fills us (Eph 5:18), sanctifies us (2 Thess. 2:13), helps us (2 Tim. 1:14), renews
us (Tit. 3:5) and proves to us that we are God’s children (1 Jn 3:24). The list could go on.
The sheer breadth of all that the Spirit does means that He Himself provides everything
we need in the moments of life to live to the glory of Christ. Depending completely upon the
Spirit of God is what it means to live by grace alone through faith alone.
So the fact that one of the central DNA factors of the church is to actually depend upon
him utterly and completely for everything, should be beyond obvious.

The Application of Depending on the Spirit
Now let me press this truth home in a three different directions largely determined by our
contemporary culture and circumstance. (That is, they deal with contemporary issues.)
The first has to do with the danger of shifting the alignment of dependence. That is to say,
one of the great temptations and schemes of the enemy is to subtly, without our even knowing it,
shift the basis of our faith from the Spirit of God to something else. And one of the major
temptations (dare I say idolatries) of our day is to shift our dependence from the Spirit of God to
the methods the Spirit may use to carry out His purposes in our lives. The subtle result is that in
our inner faith shifts from Spirit to system.
What exactly do I mean by this? Some examples may help. First a personal one. One of
the things I have spent my life learning – in undergraduate, graduate and post graduate – is how
to interpret the Bible. It’s called the science of hermeneutics or exegesis. Biblical languages,
lower criticism, discourse analysis, genre, syntax and so on. To be clear, learning such things is
important. The Spirit of God desires us to rightly interpret the word of truth and to train our
minds to do so. These are good things. But it’s easy – so easy – to transfer dependence from the
illuminating operation of the Spirit to the manmade science of hermeneutics! I have bowed
down to this idle of the human mind and it’s method of interpretation without realizing it.
Ultimately, however, what I must ultimately depend upon to guide me to the truth and the proper
interpretation of it is the Spirit of God. Not only does He ultimately lead us to truth, but He’s the
only One who can sink knowledge into the bowels of the heart and awaken affections of love,
joy, peace and so on.
But it is easy to shift your absolute dependence upon the Holy Spirit to the methods of
interpretation – most of which are human constructions. I know it’s easy because I’ve done it
many times. That’s a shift from depending on the Spirit to depending on a system or method.
8

The same kind of thing happens in Christian therapy as well. Can the Spirit use a
Christian therapist or counselor to speak into your life and help you grow? Sure! Absolutely!
We don’t have enough of them – gifted and devoted to Christ that is. But it’s really easy to shift
your dependence from the Spirit of God to messenger of God (pastor, counselor or therapist).
Your reliance shifts from author of grace to means of grace. And that is idolatry - unhealthy and
in the end futile. Yet it’s SO easy to do. It’s so easy for faith to shift from Spirit to system, God
to method.
Church leaders do it too. We hear of a church mushrooming in Saddleback and the next
thing you know the method becomes a book, a label, a model - and leaders adopt it in high hopes
that it will work that way in their church as well. Don’t get me wrong! Models of doing things
are good. But we easily gravitate and glom onto such things trusting (depending) on them to
work forgetting that “Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.” Methods are
good but they must never be trusted in. They serve as only means and conduits of the true power
and grace of God. Guard your heart against shifting your dependence on the Spirit to the
method.
A related application of this truth has to do with direction and guidance in the
circumstances and decisions of life. We all face decisions in life, some big and some small.
What should I do about my children’s education? How do I navigate the waters of this conflict?
How do I bring peace to a tumultuous relationship? We are surrounded by decisions that require
guidance. At these times, I believe this truth would require us to seek patiently the leading,
guiding and confirmation of the Holy Spirit. The Scripture, of course, is the Spirit’s infallible
guide for life. But the Bible doesn’t tell you who specifically to marry or what ministry you
should participate in. So what do we do?
I believe we must depend upon and look to the Spirit of Christ to lead us. To believe that
the Spirit will provide proper counsel, open and close the right providential doors AND provide
an inner confirmation of heart that this is the way to go.
Many of us, however, bypass this patient dependence upon the Spirit and proceed on the
conventional wisdom of men. The problem, of course, with conventional wisdom – leadership
principles, for example – is that throughout the Bible God at times called and directed his people
to do things in an unconventional way – hiking through the Red Sea, choosing the second born as
the inheritor instead of the conventional first-born and, of course, the unconventional method of
saving people through crucifixion. Conventional wisdom is good, only in so far as it receives the
divine confirmation of the Spirit of God. It must be subordinate to the wisdom from on high.
Jim Elliot’s life serves as a good example. He met his future wife Elizabeth in college in
1947. But he was resolved not to marry if it would in any way shape or form, compromise his
kingdom ministry as a missionary. The problem was that he fell in love with her. Despite his
love, however, he would not marry her until he knew the Lord was directing him to do it. Six
years passed until he received the leading of God to marry her. Most of us today don’t depend on
the Spirit for that kind of leading, guiding and confirmation from the Lord before we do things.
We see a pretty single girl and think, “She’s a Christian, I’m a Christian, we’re in love, we’re
both single so heck….let’s get hitched.” If we are to depend upon the Spirit in all things, we
must depend upon him to lead, guide and confirm direction for us. I am convinced of this.
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One final application of this truth has to do with our relationships with others. Many of
us, myself included, fall into the trap of thinking that we can change other people. Husbands try
to change wives, wives-husbands, parents-kids, congregants-leaders, leaders-congregants, and so
forth. And as a result relationships fly apart because the one party feels pressured and
condemned while the other frustrated and depressed.
When will we learn that the one who changes people from the inside out in a way that
does not coerce or oppress the will, is the Spirit of God? The soul is his domain. That doesn’t
mean we shouldn’t confront, encourage, or inform when needed. But we must always do so with
an open hand knowing that the Spirit and the Spirit alone is the only one who can bring lasting
change into a person’s life. We would do well to release people to the work of the Spirit.
Believe it or not, life will be much better that way. I think that’s what Paul meant when he said
that love “always trusts” (1 Cor. 13:7).
We must depend upon the Spirit not methods, on the Spirit’s guidance not just the
conventional wisdom of men, and must trust Him with changing others. Now let me close with
the primary way this dependence upon the Holy Spirit expresses itself. It expresses itself in
prayer. Prayer is the truest measure of one’s dependence upon the Holy Spirit. Where there is
little prayer there is little desperation of soul. Where there is little prayer there is confidence in
human strength and methods. Where there is little prayer there is little trust in grace.
How do we study the Scripture depending upon the Holy Spirit? We pray as we read,
“Teach me your truth O Lord.” How do we determine direction in a decision, situation or
circumstance? We pray for guidance and confirmation. And we continue praying waiting for
His guidance and/or confirmation. How do we depend upon the Lord for the life and future of
another? We lift them up to God and ask Him to do His work of change.
But it’s not just the act of praying that displays the dependence upon God it’s the
desperate compulsion to want to pray that reveals a truly dependent heart. It’s the heart that feels
and says, “…we are powerless…we do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you” (2 Chron.
20:12). Breathing out prayers and dependence upon the Spirit go hand in hand. May our
dependence upon God be like breathing – constant, simple and never-ending.
My friends, God has provided everything for us. He has provided salvation through the
death and resurrection of His Son. And He has provided power through His Spirit. If Christ is
the central focus of the church, then His Spirit is the divine power of the church. These two
serve as the defining DNA strands of the church.
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DNA 3: Word-Saturated
Colossians 3:16
D.L. Deckard
May 9, 2010
This past Thursday morning I had a cup of coffee with a Christian brother.
During our conversation we talked about what God is teaching each of us. When it was my turn,
I simply confessed to him that I have some control issues in my life that the Lord is working on.
(my wife is right now saying, “you said it brotha!”) My own self-perception is that I’m a fairly
easy going, roll with the punches kind of guy. At some level I suppose I am with regards to
things I don’t care much about – carpet colors, the rust on the tailgate of my Bronco, the small oil
spot on my driveway. But the things I do really care about, I try to influence and move
according to how I think they should go. And when they don’t go as I think they should then I
easily give in to frustration. I become a bit of an “angry elf.” And truth be told many of the
ways I think things should go are biblical – I can site verses in the Bible as to how marriage
should persevere or relationships should work or the church should reach out. And when things
don’t go that direction, despite my effort, I can easily get aggravated and cynical.
Wouldn’t you know it…God brings things into my life to show me I’m helpless, things
and situations I can’t change. So what do I do? As I shared with my brother on Thursday
morning, there is one thing that helps me more than anything else. It’s clinging to, meditating
upon and praying over pieces of Scripture. The last week or so the text of Scripture that has recentered me more than any other is Psalm 103:19 which declares, “The Lord has established His
throne in the heavens and His kingdom rules over all.” It’s a verse that reminds me that despite
how things look, God rules. It reminds me that He is in charge, not me – that He has it all under
control. All He asks of me is to be faithful. I can tell you, as God is my witness, that there is
nothing more securing, forming or comforting than the Word of God. It does more for my soul
than the encouragement of a friend, the comfort of a relationship, or some mode of escape.
The point of all this is not to talk about issues of control (which, from what I’ve observed
everyone struggles with when it comes to things they care about). Rather, it’s to talk about the
vital and central importance of the word of God in the church and the lives of believers. We’ve
considered two crucial DNA-factors of the church over the past two weeks – Christ and his
Spirit. Today we come to a third that is fundamental to the life and health of the church – the
word of God.
The word of God is so all–important that it brought the world into existence (John 1) and
will bring this age to a close (Rev. 19). It is God’s word that presently sustains everything in the
cosmos (Hebrews 1:3) and God’s word that would take on human flesh. God’s word is so lofty
that David could declare in Psalm 138 that, “you have exalted above all things your name and
your word.” That verse elevates the word to the heights of God’s own name. Historically, the
written word of God has been so foundational and formative to the Jewish and Christian faiths
that both have been labeled “People of the book.” Then, of course, there’s Jesus who himself
believed, “Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of
God” (Matt. 4:4; Deut. 8:3). EVERY word! It begins, sustains and accomplishes all God’s
purposes. That’s how central it is to the church.
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And that’s the point of this message – to remind, reaffirm and recommit ourselves to this
central DNA factor of Christianity. We live in and upon the word of God. And the text I’ve
chosen this morning to drive this home is found in Colossians 3:16. It reads:
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as
you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God (Col. 3:16).

The main thrust of this entire letter to the ancient believers of Colossae was to remain
fully centered on Christ as sufficient for all things. Here, Paul speaks of the way in which the
word keeps us centered on Jesus by way of the Holy Spirit. This verse can be broken into two
parts: 1.) How the word is to EXIST in the church; and 2.) How the word is to ACT in the
church.
How is the word to EXIST in the church?
Paul uses an interesting word here to speak of the word in the church. He says that we
are to let it “dwell.” The same word is used elsewhere of the living presence of the Spirit
dwelling in us in an active and dynamic way. It’s a verb of living, habitation or residence. We
are to make a home for the word of Christ in our lives and in our church. It is to live and breathe
in us as a living thing. And that is what the Spirit of God does with His word. He causes it to
possess us, fill us, form us and change us. The word is to inhabit us like life inhabits our
physical bodies.
And you know what happens when something begins to dwell in something else? It
changes the dwelling to reflect the one who inhabits it. It reminds me of a newly married couple
we met in Chicago some sixteen years ago. The husband had completely different tastes than the
wife. She was somewhat high-brow in her decorating pallet while he loved the dorm room feel.
So you walked into their apartment and on the wall (no kidding) was a poster from his university
days, of Indiana Jones. And on the other wall were posters of Clint Eastwood in his Spaghetti
Westerns. Other parts of the apartment had a totally different feel – an ornate lamp, a nice chair
a crystal music box. It was a clash of habitation. I’m pretty sure by now the posters are gone
and the wife has taken over the decorating. But it’s a reflection of habitation and dwelling.
When we make our dwelling in an apartment or house we begin to make it our own. You throw
paint on the walls, hang pictures of your family, set up your furniture, and begin playing your
music. You stock the fridge with your food, and over time the place begins to look and smell like
you because you live there.
Paul says, let the word dwell in you. And note that the “you” is plural. The word is to
live in this body of believers in such a way that it begins to form us to its truth – it begins to put
spiritual paint on the walls of life, new ways of doing things, new desires, new pictures on the
walls of divine beauty and so forth. It is to live in us in such a way that it forms us the way a
living foot will form a leather shoe to fit the contours of the toes and heel. It changes the culture
of our relationships, the way we speak to each other, care for each other, think about life and the
world around us. The word is to move in and take over.
Often times, however, there is a conflict in the church not unlike my newly married
friends – a clash between the habitation of the word and the habitation of the world. The
12

thoughts, assumptions and values of our culture are not to be THE formative influence in the
mind and heart of the church – the word is. And so we must let it live, let it breathe in us, let it
form us, transform us, shape us and mold us. This is the means that the Spirit (DNA #2) uses to
redecorate the inner walls of our lives and church.
Notice though, that it is the word of Christ that is to indwell us. It is the word or message
that finds its main subject, its focal-point, theological and experiential center in Jesus (DNA #1).
This includes not only the message of the New Testament, which explains Jesus, but also the Old
Testament, which anticipates and introduces Jesus. All historical and theological roads in the
Bible lead us to Him as the fullness of God. I say it includes the Old Testament because later in
the verse the word “psalms” are mentioned which would naturally include the Old Testament
Psalms of David and so on. So it’s not just “the word” as a disconnected set of verses and
chapters that’s all-important, but the word as connected to and leading to Christ. So the word of
Christ is to live and breathe in the life and heart of the church.
And it is to do so richly. That’s what the text says – which means it is to fill, permeate,
saturate everything in the church. And this is clearly more than the truth living in the hard drives
of our mind as a collection biblical facts. It is to live in our minds, hearts, affections, spirits and
souls the way a heart lives in a body pumping blood to every cell.
Perhaps it’s a little of what I experience when I’m anxious over some issue and I meditate
on a text like, “I was pushed hard so that I was falling. But the Lord helped me! He is my
strength and my song!” And it’s takes over my trembling heart giving me peace. I know in those
moments that Christ is seated on the throne of my life as my strength and my song. And it
inhabits me.
If this church family is to be strong in the Lord and find rest in His mighty strength, then
we must continually and deeply saturate our souls with the word. How is the word to exist in the
church? It is to dwell in her! But what does that look like? I’m glad you asked, because that’s
the second question and the second part of the verse.
How is the word to ACT in the church?
Look at the second part of the verse. It says that the word of Christ is to dwell, “as you
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual
songs with gratitude in your hearts to God (Col. 3:16b). Notice the different ways the word acts
or lives in us. The word dwells in us collectively as we teach each other, admonish each other
and sing songs together. These three things – teaching, admonishing and singing – are different
modes of truth-communication. Teaching is instruction. Admonition is warning or confronting
in love. And singing is expression of the heart about Christ – instruction, admonition and
expression of Christ.
I don’t think Paul has formal quoting of Scripture in mind (though that certainly is a good
thing) but it’s speaking truth also in our own words, in our own paraphrases, expressing both
what Christ has done in history (with its many implications) as well as what He’s doing in our
lives today.
And note, it’s not the pastor that Paul has in mind here as the minister of the Word. It’s
each of us. Do you see it? “…as you teach and admonish one another.” We teach, admonish
one another! We tend to think the preacher is the one who makes the word central, but he’s not.
13

He may play an important part, but the ministry of the Word is far bigger than the sermon on
Sunday morning. It’s supposed to be the buzz and chatter of the congregation woven into our
singing, our conversations in the foyer, our coffee shop visits or telephone conversations. We are
all responsible to let the word of Christ inhabit this church family. When Christ is our delight
and the Spirit our strength, then the truth of Christ will bleed into our conversations. You’ll
notice, by the way, that all these DNA strands are interrelated and interdependent. The word
focuses on Christ. But the Spirit is needed to bring the word of Christ to life. You won’t find
one of these without the other. There will be no focus on Christ where there is little word. There
will be no powerful word where there is no Spirit and so forth. The point is simply that the
word, like the Spirit, should fill the lungs of the church continuously.
With that in mind, I loved the open mic time we had this past Wednesday night.
Listening to how Christ has been real in people’s lives was like food for my spirit. To hear guys
like Dan Mundy giving credit to the love of his Savior in sparing his life on the slopes of
Kirkwood when he plowed into a tree, or to hear Linda testifying to a personal awakening to
Christ, turns up the heat of our own affection. And then to sing of Him and to Him with Scripture
readings mixed in creates a sense of the greatness of Christ in a way you can feel.
Where the Word in its various modes inhabits the church you will have a strong and
growing family. But where the Word is missing or neglected, the church becomes spineless like a
body without bones. It becomes a religious cotton candy. It might taste good but there is no
substance – just air with a sugary taste! And it will have little eternal impact on the community
and very little to offer it’s people by way of substance and strength. In fact, any approach to
spiritual formation or spirituality that does not anchor itself in the Scriptures is hollow. It’s
crucial for reaching the world outside, but also growing the soul inside. It was the word that has
always held God’s people true in any and every circumstance.
You see, my friends, we are all responsible for making the word dwell richly in this
family. And that responsibility comes with a choice in our gatherings. Do we do the
comfortable thing and talk about the Wall Street nosedive, how your son did in soccer? Or do we
open our mouths and say, “I’m learning how to trust in the truth that ‘The Lord has established
his throne in the heavens and his kingdom rules over all!’” Speak of him. That’s what the
church family does. We are to let His word dwell in us!
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DNA 4: Love-Driven
Exodus 34:6-7
D.L. Deckard
May 23, 2010
It’s interesting how important accents are to the meaning of words (i.e. where the
emPHAsis is placed). If you shift the accent to a different syllable you can potentially alter the
meaning of the word. Take, for example, the word invalid. If you say InVALid it conveys the
notion of not being true or right. But if you shift the accent to the first part of the word so that
it’s pronounced INvalid then you’re referring to a handicapped or sick person. It’s the same
word with two meanings depending on where you place the emphasis or accent. Here’s another
example. If you say ADDress it refers to a location whereas if you pronounce it addRESS it
means speaking to or writing to someone. Our language is filled with words which mean
different things depending on where you place the emphasis or accent: OBject versus obJECT;
COMpound versus comPOUND; DEsert versus deSERT and so on. Something as simple as
getting the accent or emphasis in the wrong place can change meaning of a word. Thus, it’s
important to get the accent in the right place.
The same holds true for our understanding of truths about who God is. If we put the
accent or emphasis on the wrong biblical truth, then we end up with a distorted view of who God
is. In some Christian churches, for example, what is emphasized week after week in the
morning worship is the wrath of God’s justice. The emphasis is on hell, fire, and damnation,
while grace and love are strangely diminished. The result of this emphasis on God’s anger at the
expense of his love can form in people a very angry view of God to the point where obedience
becomes a response of frightful conformity – like a dog that cowers in obedience before his
abusive master with its tail between his legs. There have been people (Martin Luther being one
of them) who have lived under this weight of fright and panic because their view of God is that
He’s waiting with his finger on the trigger to blast them into hell.
Now to be sure, the truth of God’s just wrath and anger is a biblical truth. Without it the
cross of Christ is rendered meaningless and we have no basis from which to understand God’s
love. Jesus came to absorb the just wrath of God on the cross. We deserve Hell, no question.
But, and here’s the question, “Should God’s wrath get the accent or emphasis?”
I want to declare to you this morning that it’s the steadfast love of God that gets the
accent and emphasis in biblical history. In other words, what emerges from the pages of
Scripture and redemptive history, is a picture of God whose gracious love triumphs over his
righteous anger. The wrath of God simply serves as the necessary backdrop from which to
measure the unsearchable magnitude of His gracious love. Now let me prove that to you from
Scripture and then draw out some implications.
The Emphasis on Divine Love
To prove to you that the accent in Scripture falls upon God’s gracious love over His just
wrath and anger, I want to draw your attention to two texts – Exodus (OT) and Ephesians (NT).
We begin with God’s decisive self-revelation in Exodus 34. It’s the chapter that records
God’s glory passing in front of Moses with the simultaneous proclamation of who God is. But
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before we consider the text the context has to be understood. When we scan the chapters prior to
Exodus 34 we read about Israel’s great moral blunder. While Moses was up on the mountain
receiving the first tablets of the Ten Commandments, the Jewish people down below made a
golden calf, worshipped it and indulged in “revelry” (Ex. 32:6). It was such a heinous sin that
when Moses confronted the people in verse 30 he said, “you have committed a great sin.” They
had blown it big-time!
Have you ever been in a place in your life when you knew you blew it morally and felt
the suffocating weight of guilt and self-disgust? Usually in those times of massive screw-up,
about all you can expect from others around you is anger, disgust and abandonment – “How
could you!” That’s the context of Exodus 34 – Israel has just sinned a massive sin.
With that in mind let’s read Exodus 34:5.
Ex. 34:5 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed his name, the
LORD. 6 And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and
forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the
children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.”

In a context of “great sin” the first thing God declares about himself is his compassion,
grace, patience, abundant love, faithfulness and forgiveness to thousands. Only after the
declaration of his love does he go on to declare his justice in the words, “…he does not leave the
guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children from the sin of the fathers to the
third and fourth generation.” The point is that the first thing declared about God in the context of
moral failure is His gracious, merciful and loving heart.
Thus, by nature of the fact that His love is mentioned first, the accent and emphasis is
placed on God’s love, not His wrath and punishment. Moreover, what’s said here about the
nature of God’s gracious, compassionate, faithful and forgiving love, would serve as the heart of
the Jewish understanding of God throughout the Old Testament. This text would serve as the
seminal revelation of God’s character and the backbone of the Jewish faith through the centuries.
That’s why you find this particular text echoed and quoted throughout the Old Testament –
places like:
Joel 2:13 …Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity.
Psa. 86:15 But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and
faithfulness.
Psa. 103:7 He made known his ways to Moses, his deeds to the people of Israel: The LORD is
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.
Psa. 145:8 The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.
Neh. 9:17 But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love.
Therefore you did not desert them,
Jonah 4:2 He prayed to the LORD, “O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why
I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and
abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity.
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All these texts find their root in Exodus 34 where the emphasis and theological accent
was on His love, compassion, grace, faithfulness and forgiveness. This accent, of course, as we
move into the New Testament finds it final triumph of Divine love over Divine wrath in the cross
of Jesus where God’s wrath for believers was absorbed once for all! The cross itself and the work
of Christ demonstrates in blood and pain that God chose to place the emphasis on his love and
grace! Here I want to draw your attention to Ephesians where Paul also accents divine love in
Christ. Listen to why God did everything he’s done. Beginning in 1:3 he says:
Eph. 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly
realms with every spiritual blessing [love] in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through
Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he
has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace

You see the lavish love of God blessing us with every spiritual blessing, choosing us,
predestining us, adopting us, redeeming us and forgiving us. All of this comes through Jesus
Christ. Why? Verse 6, “to the praise of his glorious grace.” The whole point of biblical history
is to show off the glorious and gracious character of God’s love in Christ to all who embrace it
by faith! Don’t get me wrong. God is just. And one day his wrath will fall on the arrogant and
unbelieving world – a world that has spurned His love. But every millennium that goes by, every
century, every decade, every year and every second is a massive display of God’s enduring
mercy even upon unbelievers. Why God didn’t strike Adam down to die on the day he sinned
like he said he would do, is an astounding display of mercy. So that, when eternity finally
dawns, we will all stand aghast and stunned at the magnitude of God’s patience. The accent and
emphasis, however, is on the fact that God is “the compassionate and gracious God, slow to
anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving
wickedness, rebellion and sin.” When God’s love is accented, not to the exclusion of wrath, but
over His wrath, then a glorious and life-giving picture of the God emerges! God’s love triumphs
over punishment! That’s where the accent must be.
The Application of Divine Love
That truth has some implications for how we live and operate. One such implication has
to do with motivation. When believers truly embrace the fact that God’s love has forever
triumphed over His wrath at the cross, then they’ll discover the motivation to live sacrificially,
joyfully and fruitfully. When I look around in the church today, what I see is a gluttony of
information and a famine of motivation. People by in large know the right information – things
like you’re supposed to persevere in your marriage to the glory of God, care for each other to the
glory of God, reach out to your neighbors to the glory of God, pray to the glory of God and so
forth. The reason people often give out in doing what they know they should do is because they
lack motive, compulsion and desire.
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You know where that sense of compulsion and motive comes from? It comes from the
inner realization that God’s love has triumphed over all our sin, over all the unknowns of life,
over evil, over our diseases, and ultimately over death itself.
Take for example the harlot in Luke 7 who approaches Jesus while he’s eating dinner.
Over him she breaks a vial of perfume worth an entire year’s salary and pours it on his feet as
she’s weeping – washing his feet with tears of joy and expensive perfume. What motivated this
outlandish display of adoration and love? She experienced first-hand that God’s love embraced
her in the midst of, and in spite of her moral failings. Jesus explains the motive of her action as
God’s forgiving love – she was forgiven much so she loves much in return. When you grasp the
magnitude of God’s love for your sinful soul, it moves you to act.
The apostle Paul experienced the same compulsion. The source of his motivation to carry
out such an impressive ministry of suffering and sacrifice, was God’s love. He explained what
motivated him in 2 Corinthians 5:14 saying “…Christ’s love compels us….” The way to live
more faithfully and more fruitfully is not to try harder but to experience the liberating impact of
God’s triumphant love in Christ. When the Spirit breaks open the fountain of God’s love in your
heart, motives are born! It’s a heart MOVED by grace.
Remember when you first realized that the woman of your dreams loved you? The earth
could be quaking, the sky could be falling and all four tires blow out on your car, but you
wouldn’t care. Why? Because she loves you! When your heart is convinced that God loves you
with an irrevocable love, the heart is moved to act.
Another application of this truth has to do with why love is the mark of the Christian life.
Last week Rufus Williams taught from a portion of Scripture that teaches that the world will
know we are his disciples by the way we love one another. The question is why? Why is love
the defining mark of what it means to be a follower of Christ? Because, love is the defining
mark of God himself! If love is the accent of God’s character, then it stands to reason that it
should be ours as well. Love is to be in the DNA of the church because it’s in the DNA of God.
And as we’ve seen, it’s not just a trait of God, it is the trait of God. Why is loving God and
loving neighbor the greatest commandment in the Bible? Because it’s what makes God
supremely glorious!
That underscores just how important it is for love to abound in God’s family with
compassion, patience, forgiveness, and endurance. Our great task is to show off God’s love in
the way we love our spouses, in the way we love our brothers and friends. A failure to love this
way is a failure to magnify the love of Christ. It is to be the mark of Christianity because it is
the mark of God and Christ. Has someone in this congregation hurt you? Let love triumph in
patience and forgiveness. Has your spouse frustrated you to the point of leaving? Let love
triumph in your marriage. Is your teenager driving you to the point of insane frustration? Let
patience of love triumph in your relationship with your son or daughter.
One final implication (though there certainly are many more) has to do with ministry. If
in the Scripture God’s gracious love receives the accent or emphasis, then that should be our
emphasis as well. In all our ministries - be they tutoring, teaching, or counseling - the love of
Christ should receive the accent and the emphasis. That doesn’t mean we neglect the other
attributes of God – like his sovereignty, power, or justice – but it does mean that when we speak
of them we always point to and lead to love! God’s sovereignty is a loving sovereignty, his
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power a loving power, his wisdom a loving wisdom and so on. It must receive the accent in all
ministries. That’s why it’s to be a DNA-factor in the church. God’s love is to be the motive, the
mark and the model for life and ministry in the Christian church.
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DNA-Factor: Looking Forward
D.L. Deckard
May 30, 2010
In what follows, I’m going to dispense with a formal introduction and simply get to the
point. Over the past five weeks we’ve been exploring what we’ve termed the core DNA of the
church – those few things that should define the essence of all Christianity. Vital and powerful
Christianity, as we’ve distilled it down, is lived out with Christ at the center, utter dependence
upon the Holy Spirit, saturated with the word of God and driven by love – God’s love for us and
our love for others.
These we believe, are not arbitrary facets of Christianity. We didn’t just pick four out of
twenty. We believe that God elevates these four to the place of supreme importance in Scripture
itself. This final message is aimed at bringing them all together and laying out where we see
these four things taking us in the future. Too, it should be said that the series, I believe, is
foundational to the future of our church family. And I hope to show you why shortly.
But before I do, let me briefly sum up what’s been said with Scriptural support for those
who may not have been with us over the past five Sundays.
That we are to be Christ-centered is seen in a host of Scriptures. But let me offer two
critical ones. After the resurrection, the gospel of Luke records this statement of Jesus. “He said
to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is
written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms [the entire OT].’ Then he
opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:44-45). In essence he says
that the entire Bible is centered on him (history, redemption etc). The apostle Paul made this
statement about Jesus: “16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created
by him and for him” (Col. 1:16). He says that Christ is the cause of all things and the purpose of
all things. Therefore, if God, the Scriptures, and redemptive history center on Jesus, then so
should the church.
That the church is to be utterly dependent upon the Spirit of God is also a universal truth
of Scripture and the New Covenant in particular. God told Zechariah that his work would be
done, “Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty” (Zech. 4:6).
Paul calls the New Covenant ministry the glorious “ministry of the Spirit“ (2 Cor. 3:6). A
distinctive and glorious mark of the church is that it is to be filled by and indwelt by the presence
of God’s Spirit.
That the ministry of the word is important is seen throughout the Bible from Genesis to
Revelation. Just as the world itself is attributed to the spoken word of God so Paul says that it is,
“…the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16). Hebrews
attributes the ongoing existence of all things to the sustaining power of God’s word (Heb. 1:3).
That’s why the Scriptures have served as the backbone of the church for thousands of years.
Then, as examined last week, the gracious and merciful love of God is the chief mark of
His work throughout all of history – especially the work of Jesus’ crucifixion on the cross. The
simplest of verses establishes this point saying, “For God so loved the world that he gave his
only begotten son that whoever believes in him should have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
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So there it is – a basic recap of what has been and should be core to Christianity – Christ,
Spirit, Word and Love. Now let me move on to lay out how it should function in our church.
1. These core DNA should be the uniting factor of the church family.
One of the purposes of these core factors is to unite a body like ligaments, tendons and
bones. The question is, “what should bind us together as a church family?” I’m not so much
asking what does bind people to a church family but what should bind a particular people to a
church family.
What often does bind people to a particular church family is the magnetic personality of
its leader. Most of us can think of a number of churches that are built around the power of
personality. In one sense, you can’t really control or stop a church from being personalitycentered. The liability, of course, is that the people are there for the personality, not the people of
the church. Moreover, when the magnetic personality leaves, falls morally or dies, then the
church implodes.
Others find their unifying factor in a particular style or way of conducting the ministry.
My parents’ church, for example, was the only church in the area that still sang hymns from the
hymnals in a time in which churches were going contemporary in their style of worship. As a
result, my parent’s church became a veritable magnet for defecting traditionalists – many of
whom had fairly bitter attitudes. What you end up with when that happens is a unity
superficially tied together by a preference issue. The core of the church is a style. Others, of
course, move the opposite direction and find the unifying factor in spontaneity, informality, or
the edginess of style. Are styles and personalities bad? Of course not! But when they become
the glue that holds one to a particular family then the center is fundamentally unsound – like
expecting latex paint to hold a house together.
So what should bind us together if it’s not supposed to be a human personality or style? I
want to argue that it should be the timeless and passionate commitment to these core things – the
fact that Christ is exalted, the Spirit is the foundation, the Scripture is held high, and love the
emphasis. They should be to the church what the principles of freedom and equality are to the
consciousness of America. What defines Americans? (or used to define us?) A passionate
commitment to freedom, equality and regard for the poor. These should be the timeless truthes
that bind Americans together with a common DNA. It’s not the personality of a president or a
style of culture. It’s eternal principles living in us.
The same should hold true for the church. What should define and unify this church are
the eternal principles of Christ, Spirit, Word and Love. When people say, “Why do you attend
your church?” the best possible answer would be, “We’re passionate about Jesus, the Spirit, His
word and the glory of love.” That’s what happens when the DNA is internalized. And that’s how
we hope and pray these DNA-factors will function in the future – to unify us.
2. These core DNA enable us to focus on what’s important.
Not only should these four things provide the unifying center, but they provide us with a
means of focusing on what’s important. It provides focus for worship, for ministry, for missions
and outreach. It gives us something to shoot for.
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I can tell you from personal experience that one of the things that always threatens the
forward movement of the Christian life as well as the church is the threat of dilution through
diffusion. Simplicity is squashed by complexity. Singularity is compromised by multiplicity.
It’s like a magnifying glass – the one you used to use to burn ants as a kid. If the light is focused
through magnifying glass on a single spot it creates intense heat. If however, the light is
dispersed, it fails to have potency. The same holds true in life and in church. We can’t shoot for
everything. If we do, our focus is fragmented. I can’t nor should I attempt to do everything. I
can’t be a good husband, a good dad, a good pastor AND a good gardener, a good swimmer, a
good business man, a good carpenter, a good thinker, a good singer, a good writer and a good
people person! To go after all those things is to compromise all those things.
So what is to be the focus in each of our ministries? It should be simple – Christ, Spirit,
Word and Love. That’s who we are and what we’re focusing on. We’re not going to do
everything under the sun. On a more practical level, this is a call on the part of all leaders at
Parkway whether small group or Leaven to make these four things the pillars of every gathering
and every ministry. They may take different proportions in different settings, but this is and
should be the DNA of the church. It should live in whatever you’re doing.
3. These DNA provide a means by which we can evaluate.
Every life and ministry needs something by which to evaluate itself. How do we know if
we’re being faithful? How do we know what future ministries to do? It becomes a litmus test
for present faithfulness and future decisions.
In terms of evaluating what we’re already doing these four things should be the measure
by which we evaluate the success of everything. If we’ve shown love but have violated the
word, then we’ve failed. If we’ve preached the word but failed to show love, then we’ve failed.
If we’re passionate about spiritual gifts but fail to exalt the centrality of Jesus, then we’ve failed.
Not only do these thing serve as a means of evaluating the things we presently do, but
enables us to decide what new things we’ll do. We’ve been approached through the years by all
kinds of different programs. I’ve been asked if Parkway would sponsor a school in Uganda?
We’ve been approached to begin such things as AA, Habitat for humanity and so forth. All of
these are good in themselves. They accomplish a lot of beneficial things. But should we as a
church do them? We must have to have some criterion by which we decide what we will do and
won’t do as a corporate body. These DNA factors assist us in making necessary decisions. It’s a
physical impossibility to fund everything. So the questions must be asked: does it have Jesus in
it in a central way – not just a marginal footnote; does it depend on the gracious empowerment of
the Spirit; does it conform to or convey the word of God; and does it magnify or manifest
Christian love?
In essence, these four things are the pillars upon which we will live out our mission to
spread a passion for the supremacy of Jesus Christ. It’s so freeing to know that this is who I am,
or who we are. These are the things that unify us; focus us; and how we evaluate what we
currently doing and what we will do.
Our hope is that these will be more than words, but living realities that live and breathe
within us like breath in our lungs.
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