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Title: In Christ: A New Outlook                    
Text: Proverbs 25:21-22; Romans 12:17-21; Ephesians 4:29-32 
 
Many years ago, in a Boston mental institution, there was a young girl  
named Annie. She was in great despair. The doctors had placed her  
in a small room, where she received very little attention. They  
considered her to be hopelessly insane. At times, Annie would act  
violently toward people who entered her room. At other times, she  
would just ignore them. She was seemingly destined to spend her  
whole life in that dreadful place. But there was a retired nurse who  
started visiting Annie, who tried to communicate some love and hope  
to her. When the nurse first started visiting, Annie acted as if she was  
not even aware of her presence. But the nurse kept coming. One day,  
the nurse brought some brownies and left them in Annie's room.  
Annie did not respond, but when the nurse returned the next day, the  
brownies were gone. So every day after that, she would bring  
brownies and leave them for Annie. And every day Annie consumed  
those brownies. After awhile, the doctors began to notice a marked  
and dramatic change taking place. Annie was calmer, and the violent  
episodes were fewer and milder. They decided to move her upstairs,  
out of the dark basement room and began to work with her. What the  
nurse did was not only an act of kindness, but it was a deed that truly  
helped Annie. She began to respond in intelligent ways to the  
doctors. Finally, after a long time, she was released, to go home.  
However, Annie did not leave. She chose instead to stay and help  
others, as she had been helped with a little kindness.  Annie’s legal  
name was Anne Sullivan, who later became the teacher and  
mentor to Helen Keller. Paul writes, "Be kind to one another…  
forgiving one another...be tenderhearted, as God, in Christ, has  
forgiven us."  We, in Christ, are to be like God in Christ. The new  
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outlook of the new lifestyle is simply this, "Do unto others as God, in  
 
Christ, has done unto us. Do unto others as God treated us (In  
 
Christ).  Do unto others, not as we would have them do unto us.”  
 
Jesus said, "A new commandment I give to you. That you love one  
 
another as I have loved you."  Do unto others as God in Christ has  
 
done unto us.  Someone has called Ephesians 4:32 "The high  
 
water mark of morality in the universe." It is an incredible  
 
standard.  In Romans 12, Paul gives us the new outlook in Jesus  
 
Christ.  Verse 17 says, "Repay no one evil for evil.  Take thought for  
 
what is noble in the sight of all."  We christians are to live a lifestyle  
 
that all people (Including those outside of the christian faith) will  
 
instinctively recognize as something good and honorable. Our  
 
lifestyles should not only be good, but they should also look good.   
 
Paul believes that even practicing sinners have an instinctive  
 
eye for true goodness.  There is a moral beauty about it all. There is  
 
an instinctive attractiveness about it, that even bad people can  
 
recognize. Many of the world’s sinners have a standard of  
 
goodness that is not far removed from the obedient soul.  True  
 
saints are recognized as such by both categories of people.   
 
"Take thought for things that are honorable in the sight of all people."   
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Phillips translates this verse, "See that your public behavior is above  
 
criticism."  Is this what the little girl was trying to say with she prayed,  
 
"Dear God, make all the bad people good, and make all the good  
 
people nice?"  In verse 18, Paul says, "As far as it is possible with  
 
you, (As far as it depends upon you), live at peace with all people."   
 
There are times when this is not possible. There come times when  
 
christians feel that they have to take a stand against something that  
 
they think may be of eternal consequence.  By doing that, they may  
 
stir up trouble.  There may be times when this is not possible,  
 
because in certain situations, we may not be able to be ourselves.   
 
For instance, we may be serving as a representative on a committee,  
 
or we may be called on to serve as a member of a trial jury.  In these  
 
cases, principles are at stake that are much more complicated than  
 
what they would be if we had to handle them personally.  We may  
 
have to say things and do things that hurt.  Here, Paul is talking to us  
 
about being people, in our personal relationships.  So he says, "As  
 
far as it is possible, live at peace with others."  "As far as possible"  
 
does not mean, as we often translate it in our daily lives, "Well, I'm  
 
going to be as christian as I can be in this situation. I will do my best  
 
to be as peaceable as I can, but if that doesn't work out, I'm going to  
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let them have it! I'm going to try to be a christian, but if it doesn't work  
 
out, I'm going to get mad and mean!"  That is how many people  
 
interpret this passage. What it really means is, "If there is going to  
 
be any enmity, it is going to be on the other side.  Make sure  
 
there is none on our side."  Paul said there is no way we can  
 
determine that all of our relationships will be peaceable, but we can  
 
determine on our part (As far as it depends on our attitudes, actions  
 
and reactions) that we can have a fixed purpose to be at peace with  
 
others.  If it takes two to fight, then there will be no fight.  There may  
 
be some who will still quarrel with us, but we are not to blame for their  
 
part.  Their attitudes and ours are separate.  I watched a man deal  
 
with his son, after he had gotten into a fight with another boy. The  
 
thing he got upset about was that his son had allowed something to  
 
make him angry. He wanted his son (Under his counsel) to live above  
 
this human drive of anger. We are determined that we will live at  
 
peace with them, whether or not they are at peace with us.  Even this  
 
may not work.  There are some persons whose inner hates,  
 
carnalities, neurotic paranoia, even meanness will not allow them to  
 
be peaceable.  There may be antagonism, but Paul says, as far as  
 
we're concerned, there is not to be a reaction of bitterness.  Never let  
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it be said that we, as christians, were the cause of the situation.   
 
In verses 19-20, it says, "My dear friends, do not seek revenge.   
 
Leave a place for divine retribution, for there is a text which says,  
 
"Justice is mine, says the Lord, I will repay," but there is another text  
 
which says, "If our enemies are hungry, feed them.  If they are thirsty,  
 
give them something to drink.  By doing this, we heap live coals on  
 
their heads. Don't let evil conquer us, but let us allow good to conquer  
 
evil."  The instinct to get even with an offender is very deep-  
 
seated. Psychologists may say that this drive is somehow connected  
 
with our human need for self-preservation.  Perhaps, it is rooted in  
 
the fact that we are at heart, moral beings, and we instinctively feel  
 
that this is a moral universe.  Wrongs ought to be righted (They  
 
ought not to be left alone).  Accounts must be settled. The  
 
natural human, apart from God's grace, simply answers enmity  
 
with more enmity, and hostility with more hostility, and hurt with  
 
revenge.  As christians, our lifestyle can no longer be lived on this  
 
level of instincts and drives.  We are to live on the level of grace and  
 
love. We are to reverse natural processes.  To return evil for good  
 
is devil-like.  To return evil for evil is beast-like (Animal).  To  
 
return good for good is human-like.  To return good for evil is  
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God-like. If we are to live on God's level, our lifestyle is to be grace  
 
filled.  We have become the partakers of God's nature. In being "In  
 
Christ," we begin to live like Christ. Paul tells the christian that all  
 
forms of revenge are “out of bounds.”  Here is one of the most  
 
badly misquoted and misused scriptures in the Bible.  "Avenge not  
 
yourselves, nor give place to wrath.  As it is written - vengeance is  
 
mine, says the Lord, I will repay."  This can easily be quoted with a  
 
bitter spirit.  Some would say, "It is not my place to execute  
 
vengeance, so I will not respond like that. That is God's business.   
 
But some day, God is going to execute a more dreadful vengeance  
 
on that person than I would."  In other words, "I'm not going to take  
 
the job, because God is going to do it for me, and, he’s going to fix  
 
them good." What Paul really means is this...only God has the right  
 
to make a final judgment on anyone.  This requires, first of all,  
 
perfect knowledge of all the facts, and perfect wisdom to understand  
 
all the complexities of motivation, etc…it would require someone  
 
who was perfectly free, and objective, who was completely  
 
immune from the tangled intricate web of evil, which is woven  
 
throughout the world.  That describes only one person, namely God.   
 
No human being ever qualifies for that.  That is why you and I are  
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not keepers of the moral universe.  It is God's job alone to maintain  
 
the moral order of the universe.  The maintenance of moral order  
 
(The righting of wrongs) must be fully committed to God.  I Peter 2:23  
 
says that this is the outlook (Viewpoint) of Jesus. Speaking of Jesus,  
 
Peter says, "When He was reviled, He did not revile in return.  When  
 
He suffered, He did not threaten, but He trusted in Him who judges  
 
justly." Proverbs 25:21-22 is what Jesus was quoting in the sermon  
 
on the mount.  "If you are kind to your enemies, if you meet enmity  
 
and hostility with deeds of kindness and love, it is like heaping coals  
 
of fire on their heads.”  Here is another passage that is often  
 
misquoted and misused.  Some think, "I will be kind to you, because  
 
that will be another hot coal on your head."  These people are using  
 
the Scripture as a mild form of retaliation.  In this case, we keep  
 
the letter of the law, but have violated the spirit of it completely.   
 
Coals of fire on the head does not suggest storing up further  
 
punishment for the offenders, but that it will move them to “burning  
 
shame.”  If we meet hostility with more hostility, all that we  
 
accomplish is to give our opponents harder hearts and  tougher  
 
resolves for what they intend to do. If we feed and clothe our  
 
enemies, and show them our love, we bring into the situation a new  
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force.  Like fire, those actions and attitudes melt the hearts of  
 
potential enemies. Fire is a strong word, and a symbol of the Holy  
 
Spirit.  We use fire as a symbol of fellowship.  We talk about kindling  
 
the fires of love.  Paul says that there is only one way to get rid of  
 
enemies.  Not by killing them.  If we physically kill them, they will have  
 
children and grandchildren, who will come back and kill us.  The only  
 
way to get rid of enemies is to change them into friends.  Paul's  
 
closing remark gives us a clue.  He says, "Don't allow yourselves to  
 
be overpowered by evil.  Take the offensive, and overpower evil with  
 
good."  If we answer in kind, then evil has won a total victory.   
 
The same evil that conquered the enemy has now conquered us.   
 
It is better to suffer from evil than to become evil in the process.  We  
 
like to change the terminology..."I have rights...I am not going to let  
 
them get by with that...I've got to protect my name (honor)...They  
 
can't talk that way about me...” We can use the most spiritual  
 
phrases, and still increase evil in the land.  We allow the world's  
 
virus to infect us, and we bring it back to them.  Paul says, "Evil has  
 
won the victory when we utilize it's weapons.”  It had our enemies,  
 
and now it has us as well.  So he tells us not to let people or  
 
circumstances maneuver us into evil.  We are to take the  
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offensive, and overcome evil with good.  One man read a letter  
 
written to him about a Korean student who was brutally killed by  
 
a gang of boys in Philadelphia.  This was done for no apparent  
 
reason.  They jumped on this innocent foreign student and killed him.   
 
His family, back in Korea, got together and wrote this letter to the Red  
 
Cross.  It reads, "Dear Sirs: We, the people of “the victim” (The one  
 
killed) on behalf of our entire family, deeply appreciate expressions of  
 
sympathy you have extended to us. He had almost completed the  
 
preparation needed for the achievement of his ambition, which was to  
 
serve his people (His nation) as a christian.  His death leaves that  
 
ambition unfulfilled.  When we heard of his death, we could hardly  
 
believe it was true.  Now we find it an undeniable fact, that he has  
 
been killed by a gang of boys, whose souls were not saved, and in  
 
whom human nature was at a stand still. We are sad, not only  
 
because of his unachieved future, but because of the unsaved  
 
souls and the paralyzed human nature of the murderers.  We thank  
 
God that He has given us a plan, whereby sorrow is being turned into  
 
christian service.  It is our hope that we may be instrumental in the  
 
salvation of these souls, and in giving life to their human nature (Of  
 
the murderers).  Our family has been together and have decided to  
 



	 10	

petition that the most generous treatment be given to those who  
 
committed this action, without knowing what it would mean to him  
 
who has been sacrificed, or to his family, friends and country.  Our  
 
whole family has decided to save money, to be used for the religious  
 
educational, vocational and social guidance of the boys (Murderers)  
 
when they are released.  We are in hopes that these funds can also  
 
prevent juvenile criminal activities, which are as real in our country as  
 
they are in yours.  Can you spare a piece of land in your country to  
 
bury our son?  We hope his tomb will call attention to this cause.  
 
We're not familiar with your customs, and you may have a hard time  
 
understanding what we are trying to do.  Please interpret our hope  
 
as an idea with christian spirit."  This was signed by the whole  
 
family. In Ephesians 4, Paul says, "Be kind to one another.  Be  
 
tender hearted toward one another."  This is the opposite of the  
 
world’s outlook and lifestyle. What are our attitudes as professing  
 
christians? Do we look out at people, as if they are antagonists, as  
 
competitors who are against us, even as opponents who need to be  
 
defeated?  If so, we are going to be judgmental, critical and hard of  
 
heart.  We will be wary of deep, real relationships.  We will harbor  
 
resentments.  We will be "grudge collectors."  What's the cure for the  
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christian?  Paul wrote, “God, in Christ, has forgiven us (Loved).  God,  
 
in Christ, was not counting our sins against us.”  Do we see Christ’s  
 
kindness?  He gives us the capability to be like Him. In the act of  
 
forgiveness, we give up the right for retribution. There was a christian  
 
woman who was married to an unbelieving husband. He was quite  
 
cruel to her, not only concerning her faith, but also in matters of  
 
everyday life. One morning he left for work in a huff, saying that he  
 
was married to an absolute idiot, and when he returned that night,  
 
she had cooked him his favorite meal (Fried chicken). The next  
 
Saturday he cursed her because he thought she lost the TV remote.  
 
She then brought in a plate of freshly baked cookies, with a glass of  
 
milk. This type of exchange went on for several weeks. As they sat at  
 
the supper table one evening, he said, (As an after thought) “Why  
 
are you so nice to me when I am so mean to you? I don’t get it!” She  
 
stopped eating, wiped her lips with a napkin, and looked him straight  
 
in the eye. She said (Without flinching), “I know that when you die,  
 
you’re going to Hell. I am just trying to give you a few good days  
 
before you go.” The man was converted (Into a believer) right there at  
 
the supper table. Some may say that he was changed by fear, but I  
 
believe that her prior actions of unconditional love and forgiveness  
 



	 12	

(The way Jesus loved us) was the bow that shot the arrow of her  
 
“supper time words” into his heart. Philippians 4:13 says, "I can do all  
 
things through Christ."  What it really means is "in Christ" I can  
 
accomplish anything.  I can even be God-like.  I can be kind to  
 
others... I can be tender hearted. IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER,  
 
AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. AMEN. 
	


