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Title: In Christ: A New Integrity                                  
Text: Romans 9:1; Ephesians 4:14-16; Colossians 3:9-14 
There was a newspaper story years ago about a man who went into a  
KFC to get some chicken for himself and the young lady with him.  
She waited in the car while he went in to pick up the chicken.  
Inadvertently the manager of the store handed the guy the box in  
which he had placed the financial proceeds of the day instead of the  
box of chicken. He was going to make a deposit and had  
camouflaged it by putting the money in a fried chicken box. The fellow  
took his box, went back to the car, and the two of them drove away.  
When they got to the park and opened the box, they discovered they  
had a box full of money. Now that was a very vulnerable moment for  
the average individual. However, realizing the mistake, he got back  
into the car and returned to KFC and gave the money back to the  
manager. Well, the manager was elated! He was so pleased that he  
told the young man, "Stick around, I want to call the newspaper and  
have them take your picture. You're the most honest guy in town. He  
replied, "Oh, no, don't do that!" "Why not?" asked the manager.  
"Well," he said, "You see, I'm married, and the woman I'm with is not  
my wife." In Tom Clancy's novel, Clear and Present Danger, Jack  
Ryan is about the only noble character in the book. As he begins to  
uncover this clandestine government plot, he is confronted by the  
antagonist who makes fun of Jack Ryan's principles. He says, "You're  
a boy scout, Jack. Don't you get it? It's all grey. It's all grey." I  
wonder how often people of integrity hear a similar statement in  
corporate board rooms or the halls of government? It's all grey. There  
are no absolute right and wrong values. It's all relative. The word  
integrity comes from the same Latin root as integer and implies  
a wholeness of person. Just as we would talk about a whole  
number, so also we can talk about a whole person who is undivided.  
A person of integrity is the same person in private that he or she is in  
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public. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus talked about those who  
were "pure in heart" (Matt. 5:8). Instead of being considered a vice,  
lying is thought of as a virtue, or at least a clever art.  Unfortunately, it  
 
has become so commonplace that we shrug our shoulders and take it  
 
for granted.  When a nation reaches that point, history tells us that it  
 
is in a very dangerous situation.  We now live in a world of double  
 
talk.  Someone has classified lies into three categories: 1. Black lies  
 
(Straight up),  2. White lies and 3.  Statistics. Over against the outside  
 
of Christ (OC) lifestyle, there comes the clear commands and  
 
description of the new lifestyle in Christ (IC).  In Christ, there is a new  
 
integrity and a new commitment to truth at every level of life.  It is  
 
grounded in the character of God.  It is right to say that all things are  
 
possible with God if we mean that all things are in accordance  
 
with His nature and character.  Never forget, some things are  
 
utterly impossible with God.  One of them is that God cannot tell  
 
a lie.  God is truth, reality and righteousness. You and I may act out  
 
of character, but God cannot.  Jesus said, "I am the truth." He told us  
 
that the Holy Spirit (The One who descended at Pentecost) is the  
 
"Spirit of truth." The Bible places the highest premium on truth.   
 
Conversely, Jesus describes the devil as the "father of all lies, and a  
 
liar from the very beginning."  We could very accurately match the  
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biblical call to holiness (Based on the command to "Be holy for I  
 
[God] am holy") with the call to truthfulness.  Be truthful, because  
 
God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) is truth.  Nowhere do we see the  
 
contrast between the old lifestyle and the new lifestyle (IC) more  
 
clearly than in the attitude towards truth and lying.  In Colossians we  
 
are told not to lie to one another, seeing that we have put off the old  
 
nature and have taken on the new nature (In Jesus Christ).  Another  
 
way of saying this is, "Don't tell lies any longer, since we have quit  
 
our old lifestyles and have started the new lifestyle in Christ."  One  
 
particular man had a true religious experience.  He was a very  
 
successful salesman, and a few days later was on the road, working  
 
for his company.  He visited a regular customer, and showed him the  
 
two lines that they carried in that product.  The price differential was  
 
quite large between the two lines, and would have made a great deal  
 
of difference in his commission.  As the decision was narrowing  
 
down, the manager asked him if his rival bought the higher priced  
 
product, and he quickly responded with "yes."  The salesman knew  
 
he was lying (For his own purposes), because the rival had (In fact)  
 
bought the lower-priced item.  It was so natural for him to deal this  
 
way, that it didn't bother him (Till he got home).  That evening, he  
 



	 4	

instantly felt miserable.  He didn't know what to do.  He argued with  
 
God, and made a plea bargain.  He ran the gamut of excusing it, to  
 
paying the difference into the church offering.  Only the Lord knows  
 
where our church money comes from.  The Spirit reminded him of his  
 
public testimony of the change in his life.  Under the prodding of the  
 
Spirit, he finally went back to make it right.  He returned and told the  
 
manager that he had lied to him to get the bigger sale.  He  
 
apologized and asked his forgiveness.  He said, "I'll be glad to send  
 
around another salesman from our company if you still want to do  
 
business with us. But I can understand if you want nothing more to do  
 
with us."  The manager sat there with his mouth hanging open.  He  
 
was speechless.  They had a long conference, and found himself  
 
having to explain to this manager of his new found faith.  In the end,  
 
the manager kept the contract, and was deeply moved by this man's  
 
testimony.  They became friends.  All stories do not end this well, but  
 
we are not responsible for happy endings with our right moral  
 
choices.  It is our obligation to choose the right, and leave the  
 
consequences to God.  This story illustrates the great difference  
 
found in the outside of Christ (OC) lifestyle, and one who is truly in  
 
Christ.  In Christ there is a new fidelity (Integrity), and a new  
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commitment to truthfulness in all our interpersonal relationships.   
 
There are differing levels of truthfulness (As christians).  In Romans  
 
9:1 Paul says, "I am speaking the truth.  I'm not lying."  The kingdom  
 
of Christ is the kingdom in right relationship.  There is no such  
 
animal as an "in Christ" one in isolation.  We have accepted a  
 
new standing in Christ, and now we must speak the truth in Christ.   
 
The first level then is sheer reality (Sheer factuality).  Paul says,  
 
"I am speaking the truth and not lying."  This is the bare truth.  This is  
 
basic, simple, but not unimportant.  This in itself would be a giant step  
 
forward, compared to the old life with it's half truths and  
 
exaggerations.  Someone said that a lie is any attempt to deceive  
 
another person.  Do we know that we can share the truth and still  
 
deceive others?  We can tell the truth and leave out a little here and  
 
there.  We can tell less than the whole truth, and thereby deceive.   
 
We can take the whole truth and use it in a bare, brutal and  
 
bludgeoning manner.  We can use it to hurt people.  We can tell the  
 
truth (As far as facts are concerned), but by our tone of voice, or by  
 
our inferences, we can cut someone down.  Factuality and reality is  
 
important, but that is just the first level of telling the truth.  Paul  
 
says, "I speak the truth in Christ.  My conscience bears me  
 



	 6	

witness in the Holy Spirit."  Here is the truth, not just in  
 
factuality, but here is the truth in the integrity of Christ, and in a  
 
new sensitivity to conscience, through the Holy Spirit.  There are  
 
two "ins" in the one passage.  The truth in Christ means we  
 
judge our truth by Him who is truth (By the words, deeds and life  
 
of Jesus).  But also, it must be truth that is brought up to date, and  
 
applied to an everyday lifestyle by my conscience.  This does not  
 
speak of bare human conscience.  I would hate to have the truth of  
 
my life depend on human conscience. Conscience by itself is never  
 
a safe guide.  Conscience is a divine device which tells us that we  
 
ought to do the right and not the wrong. This provides us with an  
 
inner feeling of approval and disapproval. This is all that conscience  
 
does.  It accuses or acquits by feeling. The content of conscience  
 
(What is right or wrong) is largely a matter of programming or  
 
education (Computer programming).  Conscience approves or  
 
disapproves on the basis of what is put into it.  Our consciences by  
 
themselves are not sufficient.  Paul didn't say, "I am speaking the  
 
truth in Christ, and I have a clear conscience."  He says, "My  
 
conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit."  Jesus said to His  
 
disciples, "The Spirit will take what is mine and declare it unto you.   
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He will guide you into all truth."  The Holy Spirit is the only safe  
 
interpreter of the mind of Christ.  He sensitizes us in the school of  
 
Christ.  We learn to speak the truth in Christ, according to a  
 
conscience alive, aligned, educated and adjusted by the Holy  
 
Spirit.  This programming process may take some time.  Some have  
 
told so many lies that when they move into Christ (like the salesman)  
 
they still involuntarily tell lies. I wasn’t sure of one member in a church  
 
I served. I asked some of the members and some of them said,  
 
“Before he was converted, he was a problem, now he is a converted  
 
problem.” The Spirit is always faithful to work with us.  He wants to  
 
remold our consciences.  He is the divine Michelangelo, re-sculpting  
 
our inner lives.  He is helping our consciences to conform to the  
 
image of Jesus Christ.  He is the divine mechanic.  He adjusts and  
 
aligns our inner moral compasses. Don't be surprised if we fall back  
 
in the process and tell a lie.  Don't be discouraged, and let the enemy  
 
trap us in the corner of condemnation.  We need to admit it  
 
instantly to ourselves, God (And if necessary) to someone else.   
 
A lie is like a vicious cycle and circle.  It leads us into another lie, in  
 
order to cover it, and we begin to practice a law of digression in this  
 
matter.  The moment we say to God, "I lied," we begin to tell the truth.   
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Here we can break the life of the lying cycle.  In Ephesians 4:15 we  
 
see another level.  We have spoken of bare factuality, but here  
 
we find something more, "Speaking the truth in love, we grow up  
 
in every way, into him who is the head, into Christ."  So many  
 
reach the lower levels of truthfulness, but fewer people reach a  
 
higher level that this passage describes.  So many times we  
 
never tell each other the truth until we get mad at each other.   
 
We speak the truth, not in love, but in defense, out of hurt, we just  
 
can't stand it any longer, so bam... we let them have it.  We tell them  
 
what we are really thinking.  We tell it like it is.  We let out.  It is truth,  
 
but it is not truth spoken in love. The other person senses our  
 
impatience and anger. The tragedy is that they needed to hear what  
 
we had to say, but they say, "He/she was angry and really didn't  
 
mean it.”  Because of this, they fail to hear the truth that God wants  
 
them to hear.  And then because we spoke the truth in anger, we  
 
begin to feel guilty.  Then we begin to back track, and we take back  
 
what we said, so that the person is never helped by the truth. Truth  
 
needs to be spoken in love. There are two areas that we practice  
 
this more than any other place.  First, in the family.  We do this  
 
often as husbands and wives/parents and children.  We've heard that  
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song, "You always hurt the one you love, the one that you love most  
 
of all."  This is what we do.  We speak in anger, not love.  So that  
 
truth and love suffer as a result.  Couples take out this anger on each  
 
other, in a score of childish, immature and neurotic ways.  We blame  
 
our marriage partner for not being a mind reader.  For not doing  
 
the things that really please or doing the things that really bug us, but  
 
we have not told them this in love.  We expected them to read our  
 
minds. We continue to play this amazing game called "hidden  
 
agenda."  This is a hangover from the old life, from the old deceptive  
 
half truth/lying hidden agenda lifestyle.  It may be more immature  
 
than it is sinful, but it is a very unsatisfactory way to live.  Paul urges  
 
us to get up on the higher level, to no longer be immature (childish,  
 
children tossed about), but speaking the truth in love, to grow up in  
 
Christ, in every way.  There is another area we have a problem  
 
with all of this.  Our interpersonal relationships, when we talk  
 
about each other.  We all talk too much. Now, social media has taken  
 
all of this to a whole new level. We all let go of the careless words.   
 
We hear that someone said something about us.  This begins a  
 
whole process of defense and hurt.  Instead of speaking the truth in  
 
love, we wander around, playing those vicious games with one  
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another.  We fracture the body of Christ, and hurt our relationships.   
 
All are damaged because we have not reached this level of speaking  
 
the truth in love.  A christian couple was visited by a young woman  
 
(Who was a close friend). She was very emotional, but she spoke the  
 
truth in love.  She said that a friend of hers told her a story about  
 
them.  She said that her friend was told a story by someone she  
 
respected, and told it to her as if it was quite factual.  She was very  
 
upset because it was a serious accusation.  She was relieved to hear  
 
that the story was not true.  They wanted her to contact her source to  
 
see if she couldn't use her friend's name in going to the original party  
 
(The one who started the story).  Later she telephoned and said  
 
"yes."  She was willing to speak the truth in love.  There was no  
 
hidden agenda, and they had to pray several weeks before dealing  
 
with this.  She asked several wise people about what to do, and they  
 
all agreed she had to confront the original party.  She went to see this  
 
person.  She had three pages of carefully written notes, and went  
 
over them with the person.  She said she was shaking like a leaf,  
 
though she believed she was in the Lord.  It really tore her up.  When  
 
she had finished, that person had tears in his eyes, saying that he  
 
had been badly misinformed, and regretted ever repeating the  
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information he received. He said that he would back track and clear it  
 
up.  They shook hands, and agreed to be better friends in the future.  
 
Thank God for those who are willing to speak the truth in love,  
 
and those who are willing to let their names be used. The Lord  
 
gave them maturity in their responses. They were not paranoid or  
 
swallowed up in self-pity, but simply spoke the truth in love.  As a  
 
result, friendships have been preserved.  But more importantly, the  
 
body of Christ was preserved and strengthened.  Paul says that we  
 
are not to lie to one another, because we are members of one  
 
another.  This is the answer to almost every relationship I know.   
Perhaps we have read the poem that says, “Sow a thought, reap an  
act. Sow an act, reap a habit. Sow a habit, reap a character. Sow a  
character, reap a destiny. After his Sunday message, a pastor of a  
church in London got on the trolley Monday morning to return to his  
study downtown. He paid his fare, and the trolley driver gave him too  
much change. The pastor sat down and fumbled the change and  
looked it over, counted it eight or ten times. And, you know the  
rationalization of, "It's wonderful how God provides." He realized he  
was tight that week and this was just about what he would need to  
break even, at least enough for his lunch. He wrestled with himself all  
the way down that old trolley trail that led to his office. Finally, he  
walked up to the trolley driver, and said, "Here. You gave me too  
much change. You made a mistake." The driver said, "No, it was no  
mistake. You see, I was in your church last night when you spoke on  
honesty, and I thought I would put you to the test." Fortunately the  
pastor passed the test. Do we pass the test? The key to passing the  
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test is finding a new lifestyle in Christ, through the power of the  
 
Holy Spirit, Who is our resource for a new integrity. IN THE  
 
NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY  
 
SPIRIT. AMEN. 
	


