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Title:  In Christ: A New Creation                             
Text:  Isaiah 42:8-12; II Corinthians 5:16-17 
 
Rev. Jim Hammond shared how he was experiencing all kinds of  
computer problems on his home computer.  He would constantly get  
error messages. Other details weren’t working.  He began to wonder  
if it was a virus corrupting the whole system.  He thought, “I know  
what God must feel like when a virus called sin corrupts our whole  
system.”  After consulting someone, who knew more than he did, he  
decided to reformat the hard drive, load a new operating system and  
start all over.  He thought, “God knows what that feels like, to begin  
the internal transformation process.  In fact, He offers to reformat  
everything and make us completely new, with a completely new  
operating system.  He offers to erase the virus and reconstruct the  
system.” He continued, “I wish I could say that when I did that to my  
old computer, all my problems were solved.  That would make this  
illustration nice and tidy.  But they weren’t, and maybe that makes  
this illustration more effective.  I have new messages and new  
problems.  It sure seems like my computer has a mind of its own and  
rebels against me.  I think I know what God must feel like.  I’m sorry,  
God, I must do this to you all the time.” Do we ever wish we could  
have a fresh start?  II Corinthians 5:17 says, "If creatures are in  
Christ they are new creations." This familiar passage (Verse 17) is  
sandwiched between other passages, that emphasize a totally  
different aspect of a new lifestyle in Christ.  The fifth chapter of  
II Corinthians gives us some of Paul's greatest teachings.  This  
chapter is a part of a larger section with one theme.  It begins in 4:1  
and goes through 6:13, and is all on one subject, namely Paul's  
ministry.  In verse 14, Paul says, "The love of Christ controls us (Or  
constrains us), because now we are convinced that One has died for  
all, and therefore, all have died."  Verse 17 says, "If we are in Christ,  
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we are new creations, the old has passed away, behold the new has  
come."  The great key thought of this section is that when we move  
from “outside of Christ” to “inside Christ,” we become new creatures  
and new creations.  Verse 16 says that something happens to us, not  
only concerning our inward views, but also in our attitudes of looking  
at other people as well.  There is a little chorus that we sing, which is  
only partly true. "Turn your eyes upon Jesus.  Look full in His  
wonderful face, and the things of earth will grow strangely dim in the  
light of His glory and grace."  This is a partial truth, in the sense that  
the attractiveness and allurement of evil things in this world somehow  
drop away, but there is another sense in which it is not true.  For  
when we move into Christ, and we become new persons in Christ,  
Paul tells us that we see things differently. The things around us do  
not grow dim, but they become strangely new, wonderful and bright.  
All things look new to us.  New people in Christ, who get new sets  
of eyes, have a whole new way of looking at other persons. One man  
told me that he had come in from teaching school, and had a terrible  
headache.  He had a hard time seeing the board, and noticed that  
people were looking at him funny. That night, when he looked in the  
mirror, as he washed his hands, he realized what his problem had  
been. In his haste that morning, he had placed his wife's glasses on  
his face, and that day, he looked at people totally different.  In verse  
16, when Paul says, "From now on," he doesn't mean from the time  
that he was writing the epistle, but he means from the time he  
discovered that there was one who died for everyone, and that one  
had died for him personally. From the time he had moved out of sin  
and self into Christ, and had become a new creation, from that time,  
he did not look at any one from a human point of view (From the flesh  
or the world's point of view).  Now he sees everyone through new  
eyes. From that point, Paul says he has a brand new view of  
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every person.  Now he has a new set of standards for life.  Paul  
confessed that he used to have the old carnal standard measuring  
rod (That the world uses).  He looked at people and judged them by a  
superficial, external outer standard.  Paul would say, "I used to  
wonder if they were Jews or Gentiles.” He wanted to know if people  
were rich or poor, slave or free, male or female, educated or  
 
uneducated.  These were old classifications of his religious  
 
upbringing.  Let's face it, Paul was impressed by certain people.  He  
 
wanted to imitate some people. He would drop their names at social  
 
events. At first, Paul wanted to associate with some people.  There  
 
were other people that he treated like dirt. He wanted nothing to do  
 
with them. These thoughts were the measuring rods of a merely  
 
human point of view.  But when Paul discovered that Christ died  
 
for all people, then he said, "All of those old categories died  
 
away." There was a time during my christian growth when I heard  
 
teachings from different people in which they separated and  
 
differentiated the elements of body, soul and spirit in a human being.   
 
I see a certain merit to this type of teaching, but I'm tending to come  
 
back to David's understanding of the term "soul." What David means  
 
by "soul" is everything that we are.  I had a lay person in one of the  
 
churches I served who would tell me exactly what she was thinking.  
 
You never had to go to bed at night wondering what she was thinking  
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about.  I was visiting her mother one day, and she told me that Mary  
 
came by this personality trait honestly.  She said, "Whatever is in her  
 
comes up and out."  She added, "That's the way I am." Paul was  
 
saying that to recognize these carnal, fleshly distinctions would  
 
be a denial of the true meaning of the resurrection.  It would be a  
 
denial of the universal impact of the cross. Paul said that at one time,  
 
he looked at Jesus from merely a human point of view.  He  
 
originally regarded Jesus as merely a man. He thought he was an  
 
imposter, who came from a dirty, little, obscure village. Because  
 
Jesus had no political standing, family position, nor professional  
 
education, Paul considered him less than worthless.  He tried his  
 
best to exterminate the religion that gathered around Him. I  
 
remember speaking in a Methodist Church in Indiana, and returned  
 
several times to visit with the youth.  After one particular gathering, a  
 
small group of lay people wanted to take me out to lunch.  I am  
 
always ready to accommodate.  They told me that they had all had a  
 
spiritual epiphany in their lives since I had been there the first time.   
 
They all wanted to apologize to me, because they thought the things I  
 
was talking about before were totally foolish. They told me that after  
 
they had their spiritual experiences, the things that I had said to them 
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began to make sense.  I enjoyed that lunch, and was glad that at  
 
least for one time in my life, I was not the one who was "eating crow."   
 
Paul judged Jesus by a fleshly standard, but he stated that he didn't  
 
regard him that way any longer. He admitted that he finally knew who  
 
Jesus really was (The universal Redeemer and Savior).  Do we  
 
remember Paul's Damascus road experience, when he first  
 
encountered Jesus Christ?  Paul asked Him, "Who are you Lord?"  
 
But now he knows, and knowing Him makes everything new, and  
 
gives him a new pair of eyes. He has a whole new way of looking at  
 
people.  Aren't we all guilty, to some extent, of maintaining the old,  
 
“outside of Christ, pre-conversion” ways of measuring people?  When  
 
we are in Christ, we die to a whole order of life in which people are  
 
judged ("After the flesh"). But are we periodically pulling out those old  
 
yard sticks?  Are we still quick to put the stress on distinction?  This  
 
may be natural to the world “outside of Christ,” but has no place to  
 
those of us who claim to be “in Christ.”  For example, the clothes  
 
people wear, the kind of houses they live in, their social status, what  
 
about race, gender, what school they attended, what brand of car  
 
they drive, the amount of salary they make?  These are the  
 
measurements of the human point of view, and Paul says they no  
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longer have any merit to those of us who are “in Christ.” So far, we  
 
have looked at this only from the negative point of view.  Let us  
 
see what Paul had in mind for those who are “in Christ,” who  
 
possess a new point of view.  How should we as believers in  
 
Christ look at every person who crosses our paths?  We must  
 
see everyone through the lens of the cross.  For the love of Christ  
 
controls us, because we are convinced that one has died for all.  
 
Wouldn't it be wonderful if you and I could keep this in mind, every  
 
time we see a human being?  If we could look at that person as  
 
having infinite value, because the Son of God has died for all?   
 
Paul is saying that the cross gives us (Once and for all) God's  
 
opinion of every human being.  What is that opinion? "Someone  
 
worth dying for…"  Jesus said it in an indirect way, "What does it  
 
profit us if we gain the whole world and lose our souls, or what shall  
 
someone give in exchange for the soul?"  He infers here the infinite  
 
value of the human person.  He did more than just talk about it. He  
 
actually demonstrated it. His words about the value of the human soul  
 
became flesh and blood.  He said, "This is my body broken for you.   
 
This is my blood shed for you.” The cross showed us God's eternal  
 
opinion of us, and every person in this universe. The book entitled  
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“The Cross and the Switchblade” tells the story of the life of Reverend  
 
David Wilkerson. He recently went to be with the Lord, due to an  
 
automobile accident he had in Texas, at the age of 79. In the late  
 
1950’s and early 1960’s he went to work with the gangs on the  
 
streets of New York City. He later became the founding pastor of the  
 
Times Square Church, in New York City. His story itself made an  
 
indelible impression on my life as a teen age christian.  One thing  
 
that I saw as I read it, was that no matter where David Wilkerson  
 
was, or with whom he dealt with, he had only one message. His word  
 
for every day was, “God Loves You!.” This message came out of a  
 
compassion, that he received, while looking through a magazine,  
 
which the look of despair on the faces of street teens in New York  
 
City. God touched his heart, and was the beginning of a new ministry  
 
for him. His word was a simple, but powerful message to empty, lost  
 
teenagers.  Wilkerson didn't see the ugly person before him.  He  
 
didn't see the evil, hateful attitudes and actions.  He saw a person  
 
for whom Christ died.  It was as if he was wearing “Calvary colored  
 
glasses.”  So much depends on what we see.  Our eyes are simple,  
 
optical instruments. They are God's original cameras, that record  
 
pictures. But back of the eyes is a view.  Before we look out through  
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the eyes, there is an attitude. There is a viewpoint. The eyes are what  
 
our minds look through to see an object. Our eyes are the means  
 
through which our minds travel from sight to insight. Our look is  
 
determined by our thinking.  So we see things, not so much as  
 
they are, but through what we are.  A.W. Tozer, in one of his books  
 
illustrates this beautifully.  He describes three men walking side by  
 
side.  A poet, a naturalist, and a lumber man.  All three were taking  
 
a walk through a forest.  The poet looks out through his eyes and his  
 
mind races back through the centuries. He visualizes the mighty  
 
towering trees, as tiny green shoots.  He dreams of empires long  
 
fallen and buried.  He thinks of knights and ladies, crowns and robin  
 
hoods in the forest. The naturalist's world is much smaller (More  
 
detailed).  He hears the soft song of that rare bird.  He sees what kind  
 
of moss is growing on a particular tree.  He notices a fresh claw mark.   
 
A bear has recently scratched that tree.  The lumber man's eyes see  
 
an even smaller world.  He judges the diameter of the tree, the  
 
height, and by quick calculation, figures out how much the lumber  
 
would bring on today's market.  Tozer says that this proves the  
 
obvious, that the same identical external world has been turned  
 
into three entirely different worlds by the way that these men see  
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the world.  Now, what do we see when we look at a person?  Paul  
 
says that the love of God controls his eyesight.  A modern translation  
 
of this is rendered, "Christ's love leaves me no choice."  One  
 
ingredient of a new look is to see persons from the viewpoint of  
 
the cross.  Another, Paul says is that we must see persons  
 
through the view point of faith.  We must believe that anyone “in  
 
Christ” can be a new creation.  That they can be changed, and be  
 
made into someone different.  This is what Sangster calls "sanctified  
 
imagination."  A holy optimism.  This is the eye of Jesus.  There  
 
is a phrase in our language that gives it away.  If we had followed  
 
Jesus around, when He was dealing with persons, we would have  
 
used that phrase over and over again.  Do we know what we would  
 
have said to Jesus?  We would have whispered to one another,  
 
"Well, I don't see what he sees in them!"  When we say this,  
 
we're not saying as much about Jesus as we are ourselves.  
 
Peter, who was one of the most unstable characters in the new  
 
testament, was seen by Jesus as one with a "rock like possibility."   
 
Jesus said to Simon, “Peter, you are a little, rolling stone, but  
 
(By faith) you shall be a large boulder, upon which the church  
 
will be constructed.  When we say, “What does Jesus see in them?”   
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It reveals the carnal, fleshly, “outside of Christ” view that many carry  
 
with them.  So much depends on the look of faith.  The word  
 
"uranium," in a 1930 dictionary is defined as, "A white, heavy, metallic  
 
substance, which has no apparent value."  This definition no longer  
 
exists.  Do we want to know why some people have not improved  
 
over the years?  Because we as God’s people, never believed  
 
that they could be any better. Every time someone joins our  

fellowship here at Aldersgate, we say words like, “With God's  

help we will proclaim the good news and live according to the 
example of Christ. We will surround “these persons” with a 
community of love and forgiveness. That they may grow in their trust 
of God, and be found faithful in their service to others. We will pray 
for them, that they may be true disciples, who walk in the way that 
leads to life.” Do we wrap II Corinthians 5:17 around them?  In spite of 
our pious religious phrases, we give off a radar that other people feel 
(At times it is misinterpreted). It is a spiritual radar and sonar that 
others feel.  They hear our soundings and vibrations.  We give off a 
radar, and it basically tells them that we don't believe they can ever 
be changed.  This works the same as children, whose parents never 
believed in them.  Even after these come into Christ, they struggle 
with those “old vibrations.”  After Lazarus was resurrected, Jesus 
asked his friends and family to unwrap him from the burial bindings.  
We can do this today, to free others from the pains of the past, and 
bring those from “outside of Christ, into Christ.”  This will, in turn, 
cause us to think differently about ourselves. There is always hope 
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for everyone. One college professor always looked at his freshman 
class and said, “50% of you will flunk this course.” Guess what? They 
never disappointed him! But one day, he became a new creation in 
Jesus Christ. The next time his class gathered, he said to them, 
“Usually 50% of my class flunks, but I have studied this class, and 
you are unique. I believe that all of you will pass this course.” He said 
he never changed his grading procedures, and 100% of the class 
passed his course that year.   No matter who it is that we may 
consider, it is possible that they can experience II Corinthians 
5:17.  No matter how violent they are in opposition to the gospel, 
they can be changed.  A creative God can reach the most 
hopeless. All can participate in His new creation. IN THE NAME 
OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
AMEN.  
 
	


