
ALDERSGATE 

Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow 

Aldersgate UMC has a rich history birthed from humble beginnings. In 1955 the Methodist 

District Superintendent saw in a Sunday newspaper that a dance hall on North Duke Street had 

lost its liquor license thereby ending the profitability of that business enterprise.  With financial 

aid from the North Carolina Conference and a lot of hard work from the charter members, the 

cinder block building was transformed into a house of worship.  In September of 1970, my wife 

and I were looking for a church and had visited several.  After attending a single worship service 

at Aldersgate and being warmly welcomed by 4 families, we had found our new church home. 

The hospitality to visitors and caring support of its members became hallmarks of the 

congregation.  In addition to working with the youth, one of my earliest offices was Chair of the 

Stewardship Committee.  I can remember tracking offerings received versus the projected need 

of about $350 per week.  In spite of a series of renovations, the growing church came to a point 

when it had maxed out the space in the modest building. The Reverence Bob Wallace led the 

church through a thoughtful process of considering a move to a new facility.  When the time to 

vote came, the decision favoring a move was almost unanimous. Obviously relocation required 

multiple things to happen.  The church wished to move to an area of Durham that was growing, 

so finding a suitable tract of land and financing was one important piece of the puzzle. 

Successful rezoning of the existing property to commercial was key to its valuation as seed 

money for building a new church.  Working with an architect, finding a construction firm and 

initiating a Capital Funds Campaign were also necessary to make the move a reality.  Ground 

breaking for the first phase of our campus was in 1980 and the first worship in our new space 

was held on September 14, 1986.  As the church continued to grow, plans were made and 

executed for building the second phase (Family Life Center).  We were able to move into the 

expanded space for classrooms, fellowship hall/basketball court, and a commercial grade 

kitchen in February 2000.  

Today we are blessed to have such a spacious and functional campus, but the year is 2020 and a 

pandemic has forced many unwelcome changes. For months on campus events were precluded 

or severely limited. A Restart Committee has met weekly to assess the fluid circumstances and 

plan for a safe and sustainable return to worshipping onsite. Because of earlier and continued 

investment in digital technology, Aldersgate has been able to stream weekly worship services 

with online participation approximating physical attendance prior to the onset of the pandemic. 

Church committee meetings, Sunday School classes and some other meetings have been 

continued by Zoom. Recently, limited worship onsite has been initiated in the FLC. 



We are also hopeful that some additional meetings can be safely held outside incorporating 

social distancing.  

As Pastor Bryan indicated last Sunday, the annual stewardship campaign is beginning now. The 

Finance Committee developed a 2021 operating budget of $735,520, which was approved by 

the Church Council on September 28th. This dollar amount is over $83,000 less (about 10%) than 

the 2020 budget. Quite remarkably, this best guess of a budget, given the uncertainties 

associated with COVID-19, does not negatively impact the mission and ministries of the church.  

In spite of the necessary curtailing of onsite activities, the generous support from the church 

membership, a substantial Payroll Protection Program grant, lower physical plant costs and a 

staff change have allowed us to maintain a comfortable cash balance while meeting all 2020 

financial obligations. If we decide to follow the great commandment (Love God … love 

neighbor; see Mark 12:28-31), then Aldersgate will have the resources it needs to accomplish 

great things in 2021.  


