
A Prayer to God 
                                                First Sunday of Advent 
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AN ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
                 __________________________________________________________________  

Our paraments today are purple signifying the season of Advent 
 

GATHERING 
  
GATHERING MUSIC                        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      
GREETING AND WELCOME  
LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  

Something stirs deep within us - 
A longing, a hope, a thirst for joy, 
A hunger for peace, a yearning for blessing. 
We know deep within, our hopes and fears 
will be met by the One in the manger.  
It is Advent: 
A Season of waiting, hoping, and yearning. 
It is Advent: 
Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 
OPENING HYMN                             Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                         UMH #196  

 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION  

In this season of Advent, we are reminded of God’s love for us, shown in the impossible act  
of God becoming incarnate, taking on human flesh, to reach us in love and save us from 
ourselves. This is the God to whom we pray, to whom we make our confession. So, let us 
come to God with the truth of our lives and confess our sins: 

 
 



*CONFESSION AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
Holy God of Advent, 
you come near to us, 
yet we continue to seal our hearts 
with indifference to a suffering world. 
Tear open our hearts, and make us more compassionate. 
You approach us with bundles of mercy 
to kindle our hope, but we continue to build 
our lives with the bricks of bitterness. 
Tear open our anger, so we might become more forgiving. 
You draw near, longing to embrace us, 
but we fold our arms, closing ourselves off 
from those all around us. 
Tear open our souls, so we might become children of Advent. 
God, shaper-of-our-lives: 
have mercy on us;  
Jesus, Word-which-does-not-pass-away: 
fill us with your grace; 
Holy Spirit, Giver-of-the-Light-of-peace: 
we pray that you shine through our lives and forgive our sins.  

 
Friends, even now, God approaches us, mercy transcending anger, hope overcoming despair,  
life triumphing over death. This is good news. This is news of great joy for each of us. 
Enriched in every grace, blessed with joy and hope, transformed by love, we will live as  
people of Advent. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 
PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
  

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
RESPONDING TO GOD THROUGH OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS 
OFFERTORY                                           Savior of the Nations, Come  
DOXOLOGY  
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

  
 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

Speak to us, Lord. Speak to us in the waiting, the watching, the hoping, the longing, the  
sorrow, the sighing, the rejoicing. Speak to us by your Word in these Advent days, and  
walk with us until the day of your coming. Amen. 

 
 
 



THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                    Isaiah 64:1-9 
*THE GOSPEL                                                  Mark 13:24-37 

The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God.   

 
ANTHEM                                                          Angels’ Carol  
 
INTERPRETATION OF THE WORD         A Prayer to God 

 
CLOSING HYMN                                      People, Look East                                      UMH #202 

  
SENDING FORTH 

 
RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION  

Stay awake, for God is coming. 
Prepare your heart, for God is near. 
In the darkness, a candle of hope burns brightly. 
In the quiet, God speaks to us. 
Go with joy, and remain aware and awake. 
Grace and peace to you, from God the creator, 
and from our Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 
SENDING SONG   

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 

 
POSTLUDE                                         Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
 
 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given by David and Terry Ray, in honor of their sons Ryan and 
Morgan.  
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