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N OVEMBER 2017

Experience

NATIVITIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD
Imagine… our FLC gym walls lined with 100 different nativity sets...some small, some
large, some fine art, some made by children, some from different countries, and some
heirlooms from grandmother...all artfully displayed on tables with the Bible’s nativity
story presented around them, as well as some interesting tidbits about the nativities,
with soft carols playing, and Aldersgate’s famous hospitality all around.
What a great way to offer the community a place to pause ─ in the busy Christmas
season ─ to reflect on the meaning of the Incarnation!
We will be offering our display of Nativities on Sunday, December 3rd. It will be set up in
the Family Life Center on Sunday morning, partnering with our Alternative Gift Fair. All
day long, we’ll invite the community to come in and enjoy the display.
Please plan to bring your nativity to share in our display! You will be able to take it home
after the Chrismon/Hanging of the Greens service at 6:30 that night. We will need
volunteer help: a couple of volunteers with an eye for decorating to set up the display
and people to serve as hosts for our visitation hours.
If you’d like to help with Aldersgate’s Nativity Display project, contact April Perry,
aprileperry042@hotmail.com or the church office 919-477-0509.
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CONNECTING (CONNECT WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER)

Nativities From Around the World
November Birthdays
2
Wednesday Night Live
3,4
Giving Tuesday
5
AUMC Weekday School 5
UMM Stew/BBQ
6
Urban Ministry
6
Advent Quite Day
6
Everything Kids
7
Worship Services
8

Thanksgiving Service
Thanksgiving Day Pot Luck
Craft & Bake Sale
Christmas Trees & Coupons
Meaning of Chrismons
Reindeer Store
Share Your Christmas
Music Notes
Stephen Ministries
Surviving the Holidays

9
9
9
10,11
12
13
14
15
16
16

PrimeTimers
Caring for Caregivers
Family Advent Calendars
Ladies Who Lunch
2018 Stewardship Update
Financials for October
“How We Serve”

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Aaron Menchini
Graham Nichols
Brian Parham
James Willis
Nancy Hargis
Zachary Jones
Dante Lasam, Jr.
Danielle Lasam
Bonnie Abrams
Alan Roberts
Tippy Sutton
Tom Copolo
Margie Revill
Leigha Hofmann
Julie Kent
Marge Andrews
Mark Vincent
Samantha Drake
Joanne Wooton
Karl Stover
Claire Caudill
Ginger Hawkins

11/02
11/02
11/02
11/04
11/05
11/05
11/05
11/05
11/06
11/06
11/06
11/07
11/07
11/08
11/08
11/09
11/10
11/11
11/11
11/12
11/17
11/18

Julie Upchurch
Pat Porter
Katie Rowland
Kylie Rowland
Ryan Copley
Ken Parham
Melody Hyde
Kim Teunis
Bryan Hampson
Kevin Healy
Jean Mrosla
Ryan Ray
Alison Szafran
Haley Michelle Kane
Eric Prenshaw
Anne Almond
Nancy Smith
Joyce Sprouse
Megan Andrews
Luci Smith
Dee Stover

11/18
11/20
11/20
11/20
11/21
11/21
11/22
11/23
11/24
11/24
11/24
11/25
11/25
11/26
11/27
11/28
11/28
11/28
11/29
11/29
11/29

17
17
17
17
18
18
19
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FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP
Join us on Wednesday evenings. We will meet together for a meal at
5:30 pm and then break into various class opportunities for children,
youth, and adults. The cost for a meal is $6.50 per adult and $3.50 for
youth (through 5th grade), or $20 per family max.
One of the things we need for our Wednesday night meals is groups
willing to be responsible to be the dinner host for specific evenings.
It is a wonderful way to raise a little money for your favorite mission
area, and it provides a much needed and very welcomed service to your church family. It’s also a fun way to
build community within your own small group. Please contact Barbara Atkinson at habnc@hotmail.com or
919-638-5711 to schedule a date for your group. The best dates ─ and menus ─ go fast, so call soon!

WNL Menus
11/1

Susanna Wesley

Chicken pot pie, salad

11/8

Haiti

Turkey meatloaf, rice, broccoli and carrots, salad

11/15

Helping Hands

Pork Loin, dressing and gravy, veggies and salad

11/22

NO MEAL

11/29

Serendipity

Baked spaghetti, green beans, salad

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE FOR KIDS * Wednesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Music and Arts explorations each week! For kids age 4 (pre-K) to 5th
graders. (As we grow, we hope to be able to create 2 groups!)
Led by Nan de Andrade, assistants, and varied Worship Artists from our
own congregation! Assistants are needed to simply add more love and
care for the children as they learn. Please contact Nan at
nan@aldersgate.org if you’d like to hang out with these beautiful little

people!
Each week, we sing for 30 minutes, and during the second half-hour, we explore other
worship arts! (This month is drumming and prayer ministry.) Our choir curriculum is called
“Growing in Grace,” and this year’s theme is ALL CREATION SINGS. We share our “other”
worship arts with the church as well. Check out our Shutterfly memories book on the
Welcome Table in the Narthex to see the fun we had last year! PLEASE JOIN US! WE
NEED OUR CHILDREN TO LEAD US IN WORSHIP!
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WNL CLASSES UNTIL NOVEMBER 15th
THE JESUS CREED: LOVING GOD, LOVING
OTHERS BY SCOT MCKNIGHT
LED BY PASTOR BRYAN
OCT 11th - NOV. 15th WESLEY ROOM

In this study, we will look at what spiritual formation would have
looked like during Jesus’ day using this wonderful book by Scot
McKnight. When Jesus was asked by a religious scribe where to
begin one’s life in spiritual formation, Jesus shared with him what
we know as the Great Commandment. (Deuteronomy 6:4-9 and
Leviticus 19:18, Mark 12:28-31). The principle of Christian spiritual
formation is that a spiritually formed person loves God and loves others. This is a great introduction to the
Christian spiritual life with many rich insights for wherever you are in your journey with Jesus.
The lessons follow this pattern:
Session 1: The Jesus Creed
Session 2: Do You Need a New Beginning?
Session 3: What Has God Called You to Become?
Session 4: How Is God Calling You to Compassion?
Session 5: What Kind of Society Should Christians Make?
Session 6: Yes, Disciples Fail … Living the Jesus Creed
Along with the reading for each week, the participants will memorize the Great Commandment and include it
as a part of their prayer life for the duration of the study.

REEL SPIRITUALITY: EXPLORING FILM THROUGH THE LENS OF FAITH
LED BY PASTOR ERIC AND JOHN HALL OCT 11th - NOV. 15th
ROOM 202 FAMILY LIFE CENTER

What role does film play in our faith? How can Christians watch visual media with wisdom and grace, noticing
both connection and dissonance between God's story and the stories of pop culture? Visual media, whether it be
through movies, television, or even YouTube videos have become the primary language of storytelling in our
culture today. In this 6-week study led by Eric Prenshaw and John Hall, we will examine how to view film
through the lens of faith and notice where Christ may be present. We will discover ways that God's story can be
revealed in film and pop culture, while also recognizing the need to watch film with discernment and critical
thought. We will discuss film more broadly, but also look at specific films and clips, including
Star Wars, The Matrix, The Truman Show, Wall-E, and others. There will be lots of room for
class input and discussion, so let us know what films you might want to explore!
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UMC #GIVINGTUESDAY 2017
CONNECT YOUR PASSION
WITH GOD’S MISSION.
On November 28, 2017, United Methodists will
once again come together to support the work of
Advance missionaries and projects on UMC
#GivingTuesday.
Consider supporting a project in an area you care about, such as food and agriculture, church development, disaster response and relief, education, health, economic empowerment, social justice, WASH/Water and Sanitation, women and children, and mission personnel.
For a complete list of projects, visit The Advance.
We would love to hear about creative ways in which you are raising awareness and funds for mission—
especially what you are planning for UMC #GivingTuesday. Thank you for your passion as we live out
God’s mission together. Should you have any questions about UMC #GivingTuesday, please contact advance@umcmission.org.
Resources
Find UMC #GivingTuesday banners/ads, FAQs, impact stories, and links to videos and other resources to help
you participate in the campaign.

ALDERSGATE WEEKDAY SCHOOL MINISTRY
November is a time to be thankful for all the blessings that God has given us. What a blessing all the Preschool
and Afterschool children are to me—each hug or sweet “Hi, Ms. Evie” makes my day! I pray that this Thanksgiving each of you have a chance to reflect on the blessings in your life.
During November in Chapel ,we will hear about lots of Bible Heroes ─Daniel, Joshua and David! The children
have a terrific time singing songs they have learned in music class.

In Afterschool, our Running Club is enjoying the cooler weather for our runs around the field. The month of
September was pretty rough! Feel free to come and run with us on Tuesday afternoons from 3:30 – 4:30 pm.
Please join us for dinner at Jade Buffet on November 14th from 5:00-10:00 pm. They will be donating a portion
of their sales back to the school for our scholarship fund.
Give Thanks,
Evelyn Johnson
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UNITED METHODIST MEN ANNUAL
BRUNSWICK STEW AND CHOPPED BBQ SALE
The Aldersgate United Methodist Men will once again prepare our famous Brunswick
Stew and BBQ. Our stew and BBQ sale this year will be on Saturday, November 4th.
You can preorder your stew on the Aldersgate.org website (click HERE) or pick up an
order form at the Welcome Center outside the Sanctuary. Order early, as we usually sell
out! Stew is still $8.00 per quart, and BBQ is $8.00 per pound. Pick-up starts at 1:00 pm
on November 4th in the Aldersgate Family Life Center and wraps up at 4:00 pm. Please
plan to pick up your orders that day; our cooler and freezer space is extremely limited.
Proceeds from our stew and BBQ sale help us support various missions and ministries.

URBAN MINISTRIES NEEDS: (SEE BELOW) ALL ITEMS SHOULD BE PLACED
INSIDE THE COLLECTION CLOSET ACROSS FROM THE WESLEY ROOM.
CANNED FOOD NEEDS FOR OCTOBER: canned fruit, shelf-stable milk, and soup.
EMPTY PLASTIC LAUNDRY DETERGENT BOTTLES. There is a dire need
for laundry detergent, and we have a recipe that will make it for just pennies on the
dollar.
UNDERWEAR & SOCKS for women, men & children.

ADVENT QUIET DAY * NOVEMBER 18th
SSSHH!! CAN YOU HEAR IT? THE SOUND OF SILENCE AS OUR
HEARTS ARE BEING PREPARED FOR THE COMING OF THE
MESSIAH
Every year you promise yourself that this Christmas is going to be different – that you’re not going to get stressed
out and succumb to the pressures of doing too much, buying too much, and missing out on the joy and peace of this
special time of year. It can be different – and you can make it happen by setting aside time to attend the Advent
Quiet Day on November 18th. In a suppor tive community you’ll have an opportunity to set time aside to prepare your heart to welcome the Christ Child through contemplative prayer, silence, Scripture reading, interactive
prayer stations, and journeying through a labyrinth.
We will meet from 9 am until 1 pm in the Wesley Room. Wear comfortable clothes, bring your Bible and your
journal or a notebook. In order to provide adequately for everyone, please sign up at the Welcome Center. Lunch
will be provided. If you need more information or have questions, please contact Barbara Atkinson 919- 638-5711
or habnc@hotmail.com.

KNOWING (KNOW MORE ABOUT GOD, EACH OTHER, AND THE NEEDS OF THE WORLD)
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CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL
We have 4 children’s classes divided by age level. Each class is listed below along
with where they meet and the lead teacher. We have many other teachers who
serve in our Sunday School program and would love to have you involved if you
are interested. We hope your children will be a part of this wonderful time of being
shaped in their faith.
2’s and 3’s—Room 103—Charlotte O’Brien
PreK-K—Room 101—Evelyn Johnson
1st-2nd Grade—Room 107—Megan Andrews
3rd-5th Grade—Room 210—Sandra Reynolds
The curriculum that we use is called “Deep Blue.” With Deep Blue, children will make Bible stories,
Bible people, and Bible passages a part of their lives. They will also come to know the Bible as THEIR
book and find ways to let the Bible speak to them today! Deep Blue incorporates Bible stories, science
activities, arts and crafts, animated video storytelling, and active games into a lived-faith experience that
will help children discover what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ today! This month, they are
learning about focusing on how we listen to God.

NOVEMBER’S SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE:
Nov 5:

Solomon Becomes King, I Kings 2:1-4, 3:1-15

Nov 12:

Solomon Wisdom Proverbs, Proverbs 1:6-8, 10:1, 17:17

Nov 19:

Solomon Builds the Temple: I Kings 6

Nov 26:

Solomon Dedicates the Temple: I Kings 8

CHESTNUT RIDGE SUMMER CAMP
June 18-22, 2018
Register using the code "aldersgate" and receive a discount. Registration
for returning families opens November 1.
Registration for new families opens soon after. Register soon because the
staff has said that 2 other church will also be there this week.
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8:30 and 11:00 Worship Services
November 5

All Saints’ Day

Pastor Eric

November 12

Waiting on Purpose

Pastor Bryan

November 19

Fanning the Embers

Pastor Bryan

November 26

A Spiritual Check-Up,

Pastor Bryan

Nov. 5
Nov. 19
Dec. 3
Dec. 10
Dec. 17
Dec. 24
Dec. 31
Jan. 7, 2018

All Saints’ Sunday
Community Thanksgiving Service, 6:00 pm at Temple Baptist
Alternative Gift Fair & Nativities Display 9:30 - 12:30 FLC
Chrismon/Hanging of the Greens Service, 6:30 pm
Joint Choir Worship Cantata, Hope, with other area UMC’s
6:30 pm in the FLC
Moravian Lovefeast, 6:30 pm in the FLC
4th Sunday in Advent, one service at 11:00 am (Sanctuary),
Christmas Eve 4:00 Family “No-Rehearsal Christmas Pageant,”
7:00 and 11:00 pm Carols, Communion, and Candlelight
11:00 am (one service) Lessons and Carols Service
7:00 Epiphany Ring Handbell Festival
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…….THANKSGIVING!
COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE
SUNDAY, NOV. 19 at 6:00 pm at Temple Baptist

On the Sunday evening before Thanksgiving, Aldersgate UMC will
be gathering with congregations of Mt. Sylvan UMC, Temple Baptist, Greater Orange Grove Baptist, and St. Matthews Catholic
Church for a SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING and PRAISE. Joint
Youth Choirs and Adult Choirs from all of the churches will be sharing special music, and Pastor Benny Torian from Greater Orange
will deliver the message. We are encouraged to bring canned goods
for Urban Ministries, and an offering for a local mission will also be
received. A wonderful social time (think, new friends and fresh cinnamon rolls!) will follow in the church’s fellowship hall. Let’s unite
to give witness to what God has done and GIVE THANKS!

YOU’RE INVITED TO THANKSGIVING LUNCH
THURSDAY NOVEMBER 23RD

Thank you is not enough to tell the Lord how grateful we are for
all the blessings He has given. Come and celebrate the day of
giving thanks.
You are invited to a “potluck" Thanksgiving Day Luncheon at
11:45 am at Aldersgate United Methodist Church in the Wesley
Room. Please bring a Thanksgiving dish to share with others.
Ham, turkey, and dressing will be provided. If you have any
questions, please contact Judy Alford: im1angelmkr@aol.com or
919-210-4146.

CRAFT & BAKE SALE - SUSANNA WESLEY CIRCLE
Plan ahead for Thanksgiving & Christmas: On November 19th, the Susanna
Wesley Circle will host their annual Craft & Bake Sale in the Family Life Center
from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm.
There will be many homemade baked goods perfect for your holiday table and a
wide assortment of gift items to help you begin your holiday shopping.
Visit our tables and help support such missions as the Urban Ministries food pantry
and hygiene kits, national/international mission trips, Share the Warmth, Conduit,
Christmas Outreach, and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…….CHRISTMAS !
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…….CHRISTMAS !
November 19th - Christmas trees arrive Sunday afternoon at 1 pm. Help is needed to unload, count, and
sort the trees, drill each tree for a center spike, and store them in the bins.
November 24th (Fr iday after Thanksgiving) Help is needed to set up the lot and get the tr ees on stands
for sales to begin. Tree sales also begin this day.

CHRISTMAS TREE SALES: Supporting Missions in Durham and Worldwide
Aldersgate United Methodist Men have been hosting Christmas tree sales for many years as an annual
tradition. All profits go directly to support missions and activities of the church. An annual project, the tree
sale has proven itself a remarkable vehicle, not just to fund our missions and activities, but to strengthen outreach to the local community.
For several years, all proceeds have gone to support missions to foreign countries (Jamaica, Haiti and
Armenia), Bull City Youth missions, Families Moving Forward, hurricane relief, scouts, facility needs of the
church and the FLC as well as individual requests in support of mission activities. Your tree purchase will
definitely make a positive impact on the lives of others.
We mail discount coupons to the local community as an outreach. When neighbors visit the tree lot,
we invite them to worship with us. We provide a card listing all the regular and holiday worship times and
activities. Several families have joined the church after initially encountering us through their tree purchase.
We reach other new families through the tree sale by involving our church’s Boy Scout troop and their
parents, many of whom are not church members. One profound benefit of the sale has been the camaraderie
and fellowship that develops among church volunteers working together, hanging around the fire barrel, and
forming new friendships during an afternoon or evening on the tree lot.
All church members are encouraged to sign up each year, knowing they will meet new neighbors, develop
new friendships, and support strong mission by pulling a shift or 2 at the Christmas tree stand.
Help is always needed working the Tree Lot.
A sign-up board is available in the Narthex. There will also be a “Sign Up Genius” on the Aldersgate
web site (www.aldersgate.org). Please sign up! We encourage all groups within Aldersgate UMC to
sign up, as well as families. We need at least 4 people on any shift. Children may work the tree lot but
they must be supervised by a parent or responsible adult.
COME BUY A CHRISTMAS TREE! Over 220 Christmas trees, various sizes and prices!
Coupons available at the Welcome Station!
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The Meaning of Chrismons
Fish - Ancient symbol for Christians. It was a secret sign during the persecution of
early Christians.

Latin Cross - Most familiar symbol of Jesus’ sacrifice for us.

Star of David, or Creator’s Star - This represents the 6 days of creation and also is
a reminder that Jesus was a descendant of King David.

Angels - Angels heralded the news of the birth of the Savior.

Iota - Chi - The first letter in the Greek words for Jesus Christ.

Eternity - The cross surrounded by the never-ending circle represents the everlasting
life we have in Christ.

The Descending Dove - This is a symbol of the Holy Spirit.

Triquetra and Circle - Triquetra is a symbol of the Trinity. The circle is a symbol
of eternity.

The Three Circles Intertwining - This Chrismon symbolizes the eternal quality of the
Trinity since the circle has no apparent beginning or ending. Each circle represents
The Father, The Son, or The Holy Spirit.
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The Reindeer Store STARTS NOVEMBER 1st
THE REINDEER STORE at Central Regional Hospital provides patients with an opportunity to purchase gifts for themselves and their families for Christmas. The
Reindeer Store is an in-house shopping experience for patients
who will remain hospitalized during the Christmas holidays. This
experience is complete with all the sights and sounds of the
holiday-bustling crowds, Christmas carols, Santa, and shopping.
CENTRAL REGIONAL HOSPITAL is a psychiatric hospital located in Butner, NC. It serves children (ages 5-11) from all ONE
HUNDRED counties in the state and adolescent and adult patients
from 25 counties including Durham County.
YOUR DONATIONS to The Reindeer Store allow a mom who will not be home for Christmas to select
toys for her 2 little children, a grandfather diagnosed with Alzheimer’s to select a remote control race
car for his young grandson, or a little boy to find just the right necklace for his mom and a basketball for
himself. Patients shop new items donated by generous caring friends- like you. “Reindeer Bucks,” a
paper punch card with no actual cash value, is the only currency allowed.
THE ALDERSGATE SUPPORT of the Reindeer Store has been invaluable in providing this positive,
“best day of the year” experience for people suffering from mental illness. In recent years, the Reindeer
Store ran out of toys before all patients had shopped. When our Aldersgate friends heard this, they
assured us there would be plenty of gifts for the children, the moms, the dads, and the grandparents to
shop next year. Thank you for your generous support which ensures there are plenty of gifts for all
patients to experience the joy of giving.
HOW CAN YOU HELP? Most-needed new items include remote control cars, basketballs, footballs,
soccer balls, personal radios, head phones, Pillow Pets, clothing, jewelry, and G/PG-rated movies. For
patient safety - no glass or aerosols. Please place your donations in the Collection Closet outside the
Wesley Room. The deadline is DECEMBER 2nd.
FOR MORE INFORMATION contact Anne Finch at annefinch@nc.rr.com or 919-818-8376
or Jane Bahor at janebahor@gmail.com or 919-698-6634.

GIFT SUGGESTIONS:
Personal CD players & batteries & handheld
electronic games
Board games (Sorry, Monopoly, Connect 4,
Jenga) card games (UNO, Phase 10, Skip-bo),
playing cards
Art sets, markers, crayons
Sports balls (basketball & hoop for over the door,
soft nerf-type balls & toys)
Dolls of all sizes and types & dollhouses (no
large ones)
Play tea sets

Action figures (WW wrestling figures, transformers, dino-figures)
Remote-Controlled cars, trucks, 4-wheelers
Play cell phones
Stuffed animals & jigsaw puzzles with more than
100 pieces
Adult or children’s books (must be new)
Slippers or pajamas
Sweaters, vests, sweat suits
Toboggan hats, baseball caps, gloves,
Jewelry, wallets, coin purses
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…….CHRISTMAS!
Our Aldersgate Family has responded greatly with love and contributions to those
less fortunate through various Community Missions Programs. One of our outreach
programs that have become very familiar to each of us at Aldersgate: Share Your
Christmas..

web site.

This year, these programs will be referred to as “Aldersgate’s Community Christmas
Outreach Programs.” Your contributions through Christmas gifts and monetary gifts
can be directed through the program of your choice. The Kick-Off for each of these
programs will be November 12th when information will be found on displays in the
Narthex. Also, a link to a web-based sign-up will be available from the aldersgate.org

Share Your Christmas is sponsored by the Durham County Department of Social Services and provides
needy families with gifts of NEW clothing, toys, and needed household items. This year, Aldersgate will
sponsor approximately 20 families totaling about 75 individuals. Individuals or entire families can be sponsored by signing up on forms that will be posted on a board in the Narthex and online. Suggested spending
limits are $60 per family member. In addition, contributions of $50 cash will supply each family with a
Christmas Food Basket. Wrapped gifts should be delivered to the Church by Saturday, December 8th.
Delivery by the Aldersgate United Methodist Men will be Sunday, December 10th.

MORAVIAN LOVEFEAST * Sunday, December 17th
What is a Lovefeast? A Lovefeast service is a service dedicated to Christian love and is most
famously practiced by the Moravians. It has become an Aldersgate Christmas tradition over the
past 37 years.

The Lovefeast at Aldersgate is based on the traditional Moravian Lovefeast first celebrated near Winston
-Salem at Bethabara (1753) and Old Salem (1766). The buns are from the same baker that makes buns
for Moravian churches in Winston-Salem. The candles are made by the women of Home Moravian
Church. The coffee is based on the recipe used for many years by Immanuel Moravian Church.
Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to come and celebrate this beautiful Christmas tradition on
Sunday December 17th at 6:30 pm in the Family Life Center.
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MUSIC NOTES- Nan de Andrade - Please contact Nan de Andrade, Music Minister, to learn more.
(nan@aldersgate.org)

CHANCEL CHOIR * IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE CHRISTMAS!

Our Chancel choir is starting on their Christmas Cantata, “Hope,” by Joel Raney. “Hope” tells the story of
Christ’s birth in a contemporary gospel style. There are original songs and familiar carols throughout – infused
with gospel, soul, and even a touch of the blues! We are sharing this cantata on Sunday evening, December
10th, with the choirs and instrumentalists from McMannen, Mt. Sylvan, and other North Durham
UMC’s! We would love to welcome some “seasonal singers” to our choir for this exciting service.
You are welcome to join us for rehearsals on Wednesday nights and/or there are also Saturday rehearsal options
(Nov. 11, Dec. 2 and 9). Our motto is “the more, the merrier,” because we love to welcome more singers!! All
voices are needed. Lately, we are especially praying for some singers who will help grow our 8:30 service choir.
For more information, see any choir member or Nan.
DRAMA MINISTRY CASTING CALL! We welcome anyone inter ested in shar ing shor t wor ship skits,
monologues, or readers’ theatre to enhance worship to join our growing, new Drama Ministry. Emily Wike, an
excellent drama teacher, is helping us get this new ministry off the ground. We will gather quarterly to plan together, sharing some scripts for upcoming services in the next few months. (Our goal is one each 4-6 weeks).
Then, we’ll divide up the scripts and plan for rehearsal times for the casts (probably Mon/Tue for a couple of
weeks in advance of each performance). If you are interested or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Emily Wike (ewemilycatherine21@gmail.com) or Nan de Andrade (nan@aldersgate.org).
SEEKING ARTISTS! What do you do that helps you to connect to God and
worship? Paint? Dance? Write Poems? Photography? Draw or Doodle? Prayer-walk?
Would you be willing to share your worship art with our children next year? At each
Wednesday Night Live for Kids, in addition to singing, we introduce our children (pre-K
– 5th graders) to another worship art. Usually over 3-4 week’s time, a church member
joins us, first sharing about their worship art/activity, and then offering the children an
experience in worship in their creative way. For the upcoming year, we will need more
artists to come and share how they connect with God through art, activities, or interests.
Please let Nan know if you can help!
JOYFUL NOISE RINGERS POLO TEAM SHIRTS! Our Joyful Noise Ringers were
delighted to sport their new AUMC purple handbell choir shirts last month. When we attend festivals, or host our own, we have admired the look of the choirs who had matching
shirts. A generous gift from Rune Eliasen (member Anabela’s fiancée) helped our dream
come true! Member Katherine Siler worked on the logo design and ordering.
We
got lots of compliments and are happy now to have this way to show our unity!
START SPREADIN’ THE NEWS…. NEW YORK! NEW YORK! A group of 17
from Aldersgate’s choir and friends are going to the Big Apple Dec. 18-22 to sing in a
special concert by Keith and Kristyn Getty called “Joy: An Irish Christmas” at Carnegie
Hall (Dec. 20)! We are so excited for this opportunity to rehearse and sing with these
world-class Christian artists, known as preeminent modern hymn writers! We will also be
caroling at Rockefeller Center one evening! I think we may get in some window shopping, shows, and sightseeing as well! In the meantime, we’re memorizing a ton of beautiful songs to share!
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LOVING (Love God Through Worship and Love Our Neighbor Through Service)

TRANSITIONS ARE HARD. . .
STEPHEN MINISTERS MAKES THEM EASIER!
“I just lost my job.” “The new baby cries all night.” “I don’t know anybody
in this church.” “My teenager is driving me crazy!” “They accepted our offer
on the house!” “The doctor just called…it’s not good news”
Life is filled with multiple transitions. The loss of a job or a serious medical diagnosis are surely transitions that
will have far-reaching and maybe even long-term effects upon our lives and our families. Life transitions, even
those happy and blessed events like a new baby or being able to buy your first home, while welcomed and wonderful in their own right, also produce an element of stress that can sometimes be difficult to handle. This is where the
trusted and confidential relationship with a Stephen Minister can make a huge difference. A Stephen Minister will
take time to listen, really listen, to you. He or she will walk beside you during this time of transition and remind you
of the hope that is in Jesus Christ.
When you feel like you are at the end of your rope (and we have all been there at some time!), don’t lose hope.
Call for a Stephen Minister.
For more information, please contact Barbara Atkinson at 919-638-5711.

SURVIVING THE HOLIDAYS
For those experiencing a loss, October through December can be
excruciatingly painful months. Death, separation, divorce, illness,
family trauma, job loss, or moving to a new location result in great
stressors that make the holidays difficult. Here are a few practical tips:
PREPARE – The ambush of emotions can attack at any time; prepare beforehand.
ACCEPT the difficulty of this time of year and your loss. Remind yourself that it’s a season and it will pass.
SOCIALIZE – Don’t hibernate. Insecure feelings may tempt you to isolate, but force yourself to go out even if it’s
only for a short time.
LOWER your expectations – Movies and songs paint an unrealistic picture of the holidays.
DON’T ANESTHETIZE the pain with drugs or alcohol . Numbing emotional distress with chemicals creates more
depression.
TRIMMING – If old ornaments or trimmings cause too much pain, don’t hang them this year. Put them aside for
another time.
GET UP AND MOVE – Take care of your physical well-being. Healthy foods will give you strength; fattening and
sugar- filled foods can worsen your depression. Exercise produces natural stress reducers.
SHOP online if going to the mall is too stressful.
COPING STRATEGY – Have the phone number of your counselor, pastor, church, close friend, or hotline already
taped to your phone. Make the commitment to call someone if negative thoughts get worse.
LIGHT – Get some sunshine. Winter can take its toll on your emotions by the loss of sun you experience.
INVITE a new (same-sex) friend to see a movie, have dinner, or help decorate the house.
SET BOUNDARIES – Precisely explain to your family and friends what you are capable of doing this year and
what you aren’t. Don’t let others guilt you into taking on more than you can handle.
REACH OTHERS by discovering people who might be alone during the holidays.

P AGE 17

PRIMETIMERS will meet on THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2
at 11:45 in the Wesley Room. Please bring your favorite dish to share. There will be no
program at this meeting ─ just a wonderful time of fellowship and song.
Thursday, November 16 we will be going out to a r estaur ant to enjoy a Holiday
Lunch. An e-mail will follow our November 2nd meeting stating the location and time of our luncheon.

MONDAY EVENING * CARING FOR THE CAREGIVER
Caring for Caregivers meets the 2nd Monday each month at 7:00 pm in Room 202 in
the Family Life Center. This is a class for those caring for loved ones of any age.
Learn, share, and walk with others through this difficult journey. Led by Sandra Reynolds. The next gathering
is Monday, November 13th at 7:00 pm in the Family Life Center, Room 202.

2017 Family Advent Calendar
Advent is a time of preparation where we focus our hearts to receive the
wonderful gift of Jesus’ birth. Last year we read scripture listing the 28
names of Jesus. This year from Dec 3rd - 17th (during the Advent
Season), we will continue our Extravagant Generosity Stewardship to
draw closer to Jesus. You will be given verses that are about good deeds.
You can look up the verses and then cut a strip of paper from the providsheets, form a loop, and make a chain with the previous day’s verses.

ed

In addition, we invite you to make an Advent box, basket, or bag; place it in a place of prominence in your home;
put a canned good or other food item in the Advent “box”; and bring your collected food items to church on
December 17th. The food will be donated to Urban Ministries for the needy at Christmas.
The spirit of selfless giving and love for others will be a wonderful experience for all as we consider how Jesus
gave himself selflessly for us. Materials will be provided at church, so please join us! If you have any question,
please contact Judy Alford: im1angelmkr@aol.com.

ATTENTION: LADIES OF THE CHURCH
LADIES WHO LUNCH * If you are a lady of the church, retired or otherwise, and are available to go to
lunch on a Friday, please join us! We will gather at a local cafeteria on the second Friday of every other month to have lunch and just enjoy each other’s company!
We can gather at the church at 12 noon and take the bus, or carpool, so that we
don't all have to drive to the destination. If you need a ride from home, call Judy
Alford at 919-210-4146.
The next luncheon will be November 10th at K & W Cafeteria, Chapel Hill. So
mark your calendar “Ladies Who Lunch,” and let’s do lunch!
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GROWING (GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST AND AS A FAITHFUL COMMUNITY
CALLED THE CHURCH.)
2017 October Financials

Income $614,297.00
Expense $584,824.00
Net Income $29,473.00
Loan Balance $29,609.96

Help us light a fire to burn the church loan
paperwork

Six years ago, Aldersgate renovated the parsonage master bathroom,
added the columbarium, the athletic field, and additional parking at
the Church, and finished the youth and scout rooms in the Family Life
Center. At that time, we had a bank loan of $1.3 million. We have
paid the loan down so that today our loan balance is $45,079. Our
goal is to pay off the loan by December 2017.
Any offerings to AUMC that are marked Debt Retirement are applied
to the loan balance.
See the Light and help us start the Fire.

2018 Stewardship Campaign * Extravagant Generosity
The formal stewardship campaign to support the mission and ministries of AUMC for 2018
concluded at the end of October with a total of 120 pledges representing 67% of our proposed
operating budget for next year.
If you are an individual or family unit who has already made a pledge for 2018, your commitment is greatly appreciated. We are so grateful for each and everyone of you!
If you have not yet completed your 2018 commitment form, please do so as quickly as possible and return it to Mary Taylor in the church office. The sooner we have an indication of Aldersgate's financial support, the better we are able to make plans and prepare for the
coming year. Thank you for your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and your
witness as a member of Aldersgate United Methodist Church. ─ The Stewardship Committee
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LAY MINISTRY * HOW WE SERVE

Nursery Ministry
Each Sunday Morning
8:15, 9:30 and 11:00 am
Nursery teachers are:
Lynn Wilfong, Ellen Whisnant, and Dawn Eckhoff

AcolyteS
8:30 AM SERVICE
11/5 Danielle Nixon
11/12 Regan Andrews
11/19 Cameron Nye
11/26 Riley Hale

An acolyte is a person who assists the presiding
minister/pastor in worship and carries out certain
duties, including candle lighting, carrying the
processional cross, and holding or getting items
the pastor needs at baptisms, Holy Communion,
and other worship acts. Acolytes may be children,
youth, and adults.

11:00 AM SERVICE
11/5 Elizabeth Healy, Madeleine Hughes
11/12 Liam Hogarth
11/19 Corey Copley
11/26 Caroline Barbour

Altar Guild assures the worship space
and supporting materials are prepared
for worship.

Altar Guild
Sue Allison
Debbie Sykes

Trustees for November
Gary James
Trustees are Christian stewards of the property God has entrusted to the congregation. Effective trustees supervise and maintain
the property of the congregation to ensure that disciple-making
ministries of the congregation are effective and that local legal
requirements related to the property are satisfied.

P AGE 20

NOVEMBER LAY ASSISTANTS
USHERS

GREETERS

11/5

Carol Brese (M)
Dave Brese (O)

Carol Brese

Sharon
MacLaurin

11/12 Paul Jones
Linda Jones
Phil Stancil
Jackie Roberts

Pat Stancil (M)
Norma Roberts (O)

Pat Stancil

Ruth Kay

11/19 John Field
Mitch Adkins
Jacqueline Andrews
Chick Hinton

Mary Tom Roberts (M)
Richard Riggsbee (O)

Mary Tom Roberts

Richard King

11/26 Doug Morris
Kathy Chmielewski
Carl Chmielewski
Kirk Brown

Sharon MacLaurin (M)
Jacqueline Andrews (O)

Sharon
MacLaurin

Debbie Edge

Sarah Walker (M)
Brent Walker (O)

Sarah Walker

Judy Schlegel

11/12 Ginger Hawkins
Sarah Walker
Suzi Caudill
Nancy Grinstead

Paula James (M)
Gary James (O)

Paula James

Paula Alford

11/19 Kim Riggs
Paula Alford
Mike Hughes
Jan Howe

Nancy Grinstead (M)
Liz Crose (O)

Nancy Grinstead

April Perry

11/26 Emily Wike
Amelia Oakley
Ronnie Oakley
Ed Osteen

Rusty Grimm (M)
Betty Jane Upchurch (O)

Rusty Grimm

Cathy Cozart

8:30 Service
Chick Hinton
Richard Riggsbee
Katherine Siler
Mary Tom Roberts

WELCOME STATION LAY READER

11:00 Service
11/5

Bill Smith
Pam Boatright
Michele Tucker
Paula Veasey
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