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Experience

Aldersgate United Methodist Church will be having a Rise Against Hunger meal-packing
event on Sunday, September 30th, immediately following the 5th Sunday fellowship
luncheon. We want to invite ever yone fr om our Alder sgate family to join us for this
time of service and mission together. Meal packing can be done by all ages! Rise Against
Hunger is an international hunger relief non-profit organization that coordinates the packaging and distribution of food and other life-changing aid to people in developing nations.
You can find out more about their ministry at www.riseagainsthunger.org.
Aldersgate United Methodist Church has currently committed to packing 15,120
meals with a funding goal of $4,384.50. That is only 29 cents a meal. If you would like
to help fund our meals, you can do so by giving online at aldersgate.org/missions-giving/on
-line-giving, dropping a gift in the offering plate on Sunday, or placing it in Mary Taylor’s
mailbox, outside the church office. Checks should be made out to Aldersgate UMC with
“Rise Against Hunger” in the memo line.

We have also invited area churches to join us in packing and funding these meals. “For
even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body,
though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:12. We would
love for you to invite your family and friends to this wonderful Sunday of worship and
mission.
For more information or questions, please contact Lydia Cauley, Director of Youth and
Outreach, at Lydia@aldersgate.org or (919) 477-0509 ext. 316.
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CONNECTING (CONNECT WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER)

Carl Chelette
Corey Copley
Wanda Crutchfield
Regina Carver
Alison Andrews
Hudson Brown
Kelley Gauger
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Petra Taylor
Matt Gauger
Emily Wike
Davis Brown
Eliza Brown
Paula Alford
Susan Leonard
Cynthia Bell
Mary Beth Cole
Scott Falise
Anne Bowman
Donna Deck
Connie Drake
Emily Moser
Karsyn Roberts

09/01
09/03
09/03
09/05
09/06
09/06
09/06
09/06
09/07
09/08
09/09
09/11
09/12
09/12
09/13
09/13
09/14
09/15
09/15
09/16
09/16
09/16
09/16
09/16

Matthew Vincent
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Sam Panza
Jane Bahor
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URBAN MINISTRIES NEEDS:
ALL FOOD ITEMS SHOULD BE PLACED INSIDE THE
COLLECTION CLOSET ACROSS FROM THE WESLEY
ROOM. Financial donations are also accepted.
CANNED FOOD NEEDS FOR AUGUST: Canned pasta,
fruit, and canned meat.
URBAN MINISTRIES NEEDS: NEW TOOTHBRUSHES (IN SEALED PACKAGING)
Look for the box located on the table outside the church office.

THE COMMUNITY BACKPACK MINISTRY
(BECAUSE HUNGER DOES NOT STOP ON FRIDAY)
Everyone is invited to participate in the Community Backpack Ministry. The next
day for Aldersgate to pack will be Thursday, September 20th at Bethany
UMC. Packing begins at 12:30 and is usually finished by 1:15. The fellowship
is great, and when you leave, the feeling is very humbling. Mark your calendars
for the dates below:
•
•
•
•
•

Thursday, September 20
Thursday, October 11
Thursday, November 1
Monday, November 19
Thursday, December 13

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
Barbara Snyder at ncbarbara.snyder@gmail.com, Kay Edwards at
samkayedwards@yahoo.com, or Paula Veasey geeveasey@aol.com.
Click HERE for the video with more information
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Amazon will give a certain percent of your purchase back to Aldersgate …
Simply click this link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/56-0955867

WHAT IS AMAZONSMILE?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite charitable
organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experience as
Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price
to your favorite charitable organization.
How do I shop at AmazonSmile?
To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your
computer or mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to
make it even easier to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.
Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations?
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible
products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.
Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?
Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish
List, wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.
How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?
On your first visit to AmazonSmile smile.amazon.com, you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping.
We will
remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make
at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE
STARTS SEPTEMBER 12
Wednesday Night Live is a church-wide program of fellowship
and spiritual formation for the entire family. Every Wednesday,
starting September 12, we will gather in the Family Life Center
for dinner from 5:30-6:30. Following dinner, we will have
classes for all ages from 6:30-7:30. Nursery is available for
children aged 0-3. Some of the classes we will be offer ing
include “Fear of the Other,” led by Rob Hogarth, “Vespers,”
and “Becoming a Welcoming Church” led by Carly Prenshaw.
If you have questions, please contact Pastor Eric, eric@aldersgate.org.
FEAR OF THE OTHER * In this class based on the no-nonsense book by Bishop Will Willimon,
you will be invited to consider the gospel command to love (and not merely tolerate) those considered to be “Other” or outside mainstream Christian culture. Rooted in the faith of Israel and the
Christian story and vision, Willimon brings a Wesleyan perspective to bear on what may be the
hardest thing for people of faith to do: keeping and loving the "Other" as they are—without any
need for them to become like us. This class will be led by Rob Hogarth on Wednesday evenings.
WEDNESDAY VESPERS * One of the classes for Wednesday evenings in the fall will actually
not be a class at all. Instead, it will be a focused time of worship, prayer, and meditation from
6:30-7:20 during the normal WNL class time. The wor d “vespers” comes from the Latin word
meaning “evening.” In the Christian tradition, Vespers has come to mean a service of evening
prayer, whether it be sung by choirs in medieval cathedrals, said by small groups gathered in
homes, or recited by individuals seeking to be faithful in prayer. The focus with the Vespers
service will not be on “learning” how to pray but rather to actively participate in the spiritual
practices that allow us to connect with God. We hope that this will be a transformative and renewing time in the middle of the week to focus on God and to be empowered by God’s grace.
BECOMING A WELCOMING CHURCH * This study is based on Thom Rainer’s book where
he explores what it means to truly be a friendly and welcoming community. In almost all of Thom
Rainer's consultations, church members perceive their church to be friendly. But as he surveyed
guests, he found that the guests typically saw church members as unfriendly. The perception chasm
existed because the members were indeed friendly . . . to one another. Led by Carley Prenshaw.
WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO TRULY WELCOME OTHERS AND SHOW HOSPITALITY?
According to Dr. Rainer, “The welcoming church is more of an attitude than disposition. It represents the mindset of an outward focus rather than an inward focus. It is about serving rather than
being served…A welcoming church is a going church. The members realize that church is not a
place confined to walls, but a people determined to go. They demonstrate caring and the love of
Christ in their workplaces, in their neighborhoods, in the places they shop, and in all the places
where they encounter people in their communities.”
WE STILL NEED GROUPS TO SIGN UP TO HOST THE WNL FELLOWSHIP MEALS.
PLEASE CONTACT BARBARA ATKINSON AT HABNC@HOTMAIL.COM.

P AGE 6

Live Gratefully, Give Generously
The 2019 Stewardship Card will be coming soon. The pledge card for is the same
size but we have streamlined it a bit to make it easier to complete. This year our
theme is ”Live Gratefully, Give Generously” . We hope you will take this theme to
heart and prayerfully consider your pledge. We would like for adults, youth and
children to fill out a card. It is never too early to begin “Living Gratefully and Giving
Generously.”

Following is a guide to help make this a bit easier:

(1) Please PRINT your name, or names, clearly.
(2) Your EMAIL ADDRESS and PHONE NUMBER also need to be clearly printed.

This is important because it is our first and second best ways to contact you; be legible, because as you know, one letter or number wrong, and its all WRONG!
(3) OPERATING BUDGET is the money used to keep us going, day to day, week to
week….lights, air, salaries, supplies, apportionments, etc. You only need to fill out
one blank letting us know how you intend to contribute.
(4) Have you considered ELECTRIC FUND TRANSFER (EFT)? Talk to Mary Taylor,
church treasure, if you have questions or want more information.
The FRONT will then be completed. Please turn the card over and consider the
opportunities on the BACK.
As you know, we burned the mortgage this past February. We no longer have a debt
retirement fund for buildings or projects. The Trustees decided that we needed to
divide our money given toward growth and development into two categories:
(5) The RENOVATION & REPAIR FUND will be used to improve and fix existing
buildings and properties. This is that fund you have at home for when the roof leaks
or the stove needs to be replaced. Please consider giving a portion of your monies toward upkeep of our existing properties/buildings.
(6) A second fund separate from Operating Funds is the CAPITAL FUND (for
future building projects). We will want new expansions to our buildings as we
grow. Wouldn’t it be great to have a “nest egg” already in place to help pay for the
expansions?
The last sentence on the card is there to let you know that we understand that
circumstances change in our lives. Mary Taylor, church treasurer, is available to
make any changes you deem necessary.
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Live Gratefully, Give Generously

KNOWING (KNOW MORE ABOUT GOD, EACH OTHER, AND THE NEEDS OF
P AGE 8
THE WORLD)
Sunday evenings starting September 9, 5:30-7:00 pm
Covenant is an in-depth group Bible study in which
participants read and discuss the Bible together, learning how to love God—and each other— better. We will
be focusing on “Trusting the Covenant.” Bible readings
will range from the Gospel of John, the Psalms, Job, the Old Testament prophets, Daniel, and Revelation. The overarching theme of these readings will be how we can live life together as part of God’s
covenant community, whether it be in joyful celebration or the crisis of tragedy and how we find hope,
healing, and restoration in God’s new creation. This class will be facilitated by Pastor Eric, Barbara
Atkinson, and Sandra Reynolds. Even if you have not participated before, we invite you to join us for
the 3rd segment! Please RSVP to Eric Prenshaw, eric@aldersgate.org.

This changes EVERYTHING!
Your Money Your Story Your Life
Learn God’s way of handling money with Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University (FPU)!
Join us beginning Sunday September 9 through November 11 (no class on October 28th) on Sunday
evenings in room 202 in the FLC. Class is from 4 pm till 5:30 pm (at the same time as Youth). Cost of
the FPU kit is $75 per family. I have 9 kits for sale at this discounted price. You can also purchase kits
online at financialpeace.com. Email Mary Taylor if you are interested in more information at
mary@aldersgate.org or call 919-225-0528 (cell) or 919-477-0509 x 311 (office). If you need
child care, please let me know the age of your children!!
The 7 Principals of Financial Peace Planning
 $1000 in an emergency fund * Create & track the debt snowball * 3 to 6 months of savings
 15 % of earnings in a 401K *Children’s college savings account * Pay off the house early
 Build wealth and give
Want to get to know some of your fellow worshippers or meet some
folks who attend other services? If so, please sign up for "DINNER
FOR EIGHT"
HERE IS HOW IT WORKS: Groups of eight to twelve people,
single or couples, will be formed to have a meal together once a
month.
You choose WHERE you want to eat at a restaurant or in a home, meet for lunch or dinner or any
variables. Groups are formed based upon YOUR preferences. Each Group will organize their dates,
time and place. If you do not drive, arrangements will be made to pick you up.
SIGN-UP SHEETS ARE AT THE WELCOME CENTERS
If you have any questions, please contact Barbara Snyder 919-818-0454
or ncbarbara.snyder@gmail.com
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SACRED STITCHES MINISTRY KICK-OFF * Do you have a
passion for the needle arts? Do you love to quilt, cross-stitch, knit, or
crochet? Would you like to learn?

Please come to the Sacred Stitches Ministry Kick-off on Saturday
September 15th from 10:00-noon in the Wesley Room to learn more. Our
ministry will continue making prayer shawls, prayer cloths, and bra
inserts for breast cancer patients, but at the Kick-off, we’ll learn about
exciting opportunities to make baby blankets and caps for Guatemalan
families and lap blankets for Hospice patients.
Bring your needle arts supplies, and bring a friend. A light brunch will be
provided. If you have questions, please contact Susan Parham at
parham.susan@gmail.com or Susan Leonard at sleonard26@nc.rr.com.

TECHNOLOGY TEAM NEWS
There's a new look to the wireless internet connections at Aldersgate!
Our technology team has been busy over the summer updating our
campus network, and you'll see one of those changes when you
connect to our wireless network on your mobile device.

There is a new network ID - AUMC-Guest - that you should use to
connect while at Aldersgate. This new network ID works throughout
both our buildings, and replaces the FLC1/FLC3/AUMC5 you may have used in the past.
Please direct any questions to : johnh@aldersgate.org

ATTENTION LADIES OF THE CHURCH
LADIES WHO LUNCH * If you are a lady of the church,
retired or otherwise, and available to go to lunch on a Friday,
please join us! We will be gathering at a local cafeteria on the
second Friday of every other month to have lunch and just enjoy each other’s company!
We will carpool so that we don't all have to drive to the destination. If you need a ride from home, call Judy Alford at 919210-4146 or Joyce Mackin at 919-381-6687.
THE NEXT LUNCHEON WILL BE ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, AT C & H
CAFETERIA @ NORTHGATE. So mark your calendar “Ladies Who Lunch,” and
let’s do lunch!
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FAMILIES MOVING FORWARD is an emergency shelter for
homeless families in Durham. It provides a safe place to live while
each family looks for a job and permanent housing.

Our church partners with Temple Baptist and the congregation of Duke
Chapel to prepare and serve dinner on a rotating basis 4 or 5 times each
year.
Our next opportunities to serve will be on Monday, Oct 8 and
Thursday, Oct 11, as well as Monday, December 10 and Thursday,
December 13.
On Monday nights, we will be providing part of the meal for 50
people. On Thursday nights, we will provide the entire meal for
about 15 people. We ar e seeking AUMC member s to cook and ser ve food and assist with child
care for newborn to 5-year-old children for 1 hour each night (6:30 till 7:30). We need child care helpers
both Monday & Thursday nights.
You can also assist the families by donating items such as paper products, toilet tissue, paper towels,
cleaning supplies, and laundry supplies for a BARREL OF JOY. Please bring your donations to the
church at any time and put them in the closet across from the Wesley room.
If you have questions or would like to volunteer, please call or email Mary Taylor at 919-225-0528
(cell) or mary@aldersgate.org.

FAMILY CAMPOUT, SEPTEMBER 28-29
Join us for a family campout at Aldersgate UMC. We will have a cookout, fire pit, s'mores, and songs
around the campfire, sleep in tents on the field, and enjoy a big breakfast in the morning. Set-up begins
at 5 pm on Friday, but come when you can. Dinner will be served at 6:30 pm. We will have hamburgers
and hotdogs; please bring something to share. All ages welcome! Parents must accompany children under the age of 18. Keep in mind, this is a fun, family-friendly event, with many kids camping for the first
time! For questions, contact Pastor Eric at eric@aldersgate.org.

2017 Camp Out

P AGE 11

Since General Conference 2016, our church has experienced conflict as we navigate rough waters. How
can we show God’s great love and mercy to one another as we make decisions? Aldersgate will host
a listening session on Wednesday, September 5 at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary to share information
and answer questions on the Commission on a Way Forward and the special session of General
Conference scheduled for February 2019. As we move closer to this meeting of Gener al Confer ence, we are all invited to pray and ask for God’s guidance. This prayer movement is a response to the
Council of Bishops’ initiative called “Praying Our Way Forward.”
Bishops Debra Wallace-Padgett of North Alabama Conference and Bishop Al Gwinn serve as co-chairs
of the Praying Our Way Forward movement. Bishop Wallace-Padgett says, “Our prayer focus is twofold: We are praying that God will help us to fulfill the mission of the church, and we are praying to be
one in Christ.” If there is ever a place where we can be one, it’s in the space where we meet God.
We are now in phase 3 of this movement, which began on June 3 and lasts through the special session of
General Conference in February 2019. In this phase, we are encouraging every United Methodist to fast
weekly and to pray daily with the Council of Bishops,” said Bishop Al Gwinn.
IN PHASE 3, ALL UNITED METHODISTS ARE INVITED TO:
ENGAGE IN A WEEKLY WESLEYAN 24-HOUR FAST from Thursday after dinner to Friday midafternoon. Those who have health situations causing food fasts to be unadvisable might consider fasting
from social media, emails, or another daily activity.
PAUSE AND PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH’S MISSION AND WAY FORWARD DAILY FOR
FOUR MINUTES FROM 2:23 THROUGH 2:26 AM OR PM in their own time zone OR at another
time. This is because the Special Session of General Conference will be held February 23 through
February 26, 2019.
PRAY USING A WEEKLY PRAYER CALENDAR THAT WILL BE POSTED ON THE
UMCPRAYS.ORG WEBSITE FROM JUNE 2, 2018 through the end of February 2019. The calendar
will list a unique cluster of names each week. The names will balance United States bishops and
delegates with Central Conference bishops and delegates. It will also include General Secretaries,
Commission on a Way Forward members, the Commission of the General Conference, and the staff of
the General Conference.
Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett, Council of Bishops Life Together chair, added: “We believe that the acts
of weekly fasting and prayer will help us approach General Conference both individually and corporately in a posture of humility and receptivity to one another and to the leadership of God’s Holy Spirit.” For
more information and further suggestions for prayer, please visit UMCPRAYS.ORG.
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Upward Soccer

Upward Soccer began practicing August 2,1 and we
have 60+ children participating. We would ask for our
Aldersgate family to be in prayer for our players,
coaches, and their families. In the coming months, our
upward players will be focusing on skill development,
sportsmanship, and will be doing so in a Christcentered environment.
The first Upward Soccer game is Saturday,
September 8 at 9:00 am, and there will continue to
be Upward Soccer games on Saturday mornings at 9:00 am until November. Our Aldersgate family is
always welcome to come out and watch the children play and meet their families. We welcome your
prayers, love, and support.
If you would like to assist by providing a Game Day prayer and devotion for the families, help provide
coffee and water on Game Day, or anything of that nature, please contact Lydia Cauley, Director of
Youth and Outreach at Lydia@aldersgate.org or (919) 477-0509 ext. 316.

FALL FESTIVAL
SAVE THE DATE! OCTOBER 28, 3-6 PM

Your family is invited to participate in our annual fall festival. This is such an exciting time for our church and community. Please invite neighbors, friends, grand kids,
and anyone else you know! We are looking for hosts to provide a decorated "trunk"
as well as donations of candy and cupcakes. We are also looking for helpers to
cook, provide games, and supervise some fun activities. You will be hear ing
more soon about specific ways that you can help. For questions, please contact Eric
Prenshaw at eric@aldersgate.org.
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Children’s Sunday School for August

SEPTEMBER 2: JESUS JOINS HIS FAMILY, LUKE 2:1-7

SEPTEMBER 9: JESUS AND HIS PARENTS, LUKE 2:39-52
SEPTEMBER 16: GOD’S FAMILY, MATTHEW 3:13-17
SEPTEMBER 23: JESUS CREATES A FAMILY, MATTHEW 4:18-22
SEPTEMBER 30: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL, 5TH SUNDAY SERVICE AT 10:30AM
WHY SUNDAY SCHOOL?
I am very excited about children’s Sunday School for this fall! This year, starting in
September, we will be exploring the theme of what it means to be a family. Our lessons
from Deep Blue Connects: At Home With God help families grow in faith together as children
take what they've learned in Sunday school and dive deeper into the stories at home with
their families. This year’s stories focus on the role of families—siblings, parents, friends,
grandparents, foster families, church families, the list goes on—and what we can learn
about God from these close relationships. This new format is designed to teach children
about faith by exploring how families work together, communicate, and worship God.
Children will explore families in the Bible, learn how today's faith families care for
children as they grow, build loving relationships, and find out what it means to be part of
God's family!
I invite all children and families to participate in this transformative program. If you have
never attended Sunday School, this is a great time to start! Children learn about God in
age-appropriate ways. They meet friends to join them on their journey, caring teachers
share the love of God with them in tangible ways, parents have an opportunity to learn and
connect with others in adult classes, and the entire family can grow together in their faith.
Sunday School meets from 9:45-10:45 every Sunday except for 5th Sundays. Children’s classes
are divided into 4 classes by age, 2-3 year olds, preK-K, 1st-2nd grade, and 3rd-5th grade. For
more information, contact Eric Prenshaw, eric@aldersgate.org.
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Welcome Back Teachers and Students!
Afterschool has been in full swing for a month already! We have 125 children from Easley
Elementary, Sandy Ridge Elementary, Excelsior Classical Academy, and Carrington Middle
School who join us every afternoon. It is a blessing to be a part of their lives each day.
Our wonderful afterschool teachers share their love with the children every day, and I am so
grateful for their dedication. Our current afterschool teachers:

Amy Ludwig
Lynn Wilfong
Ruth Kay
Meghan White
Stephanie Elston
William Fontenelle
Karmon Allison
Ray Alban
Lindsay Sellars
Marshall Wilfong
Pam Hartis
Matthew Johnson
Jessica Sorrell

Tammy Golden
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On August 27, the Preschool staff will return to prepare for another great year. We are looking
forward to all the learning, playing, new experiences, and new friends that we will have this school
year. The students will start September 4th.
Our Preschool staff :
Megan MacIver

Tammy Golden

Marcie Hutson

Kelly Andrew

Melissa Jacobs

Kelly Reaves

Bryson Byrd

Stephanie Elston

Judi Collier

Amy Ludwig

Meghan White

Carol Eddinger

Lindsay Sellars

Lara Rowland

Tonya Keaton

Angela Herman

Mary Johnson

Kellie Avery

Karmon Allison

Aleda Deck

London Turner

Lynn Wilfong

Pam Hartis

Maria DiFrancesco

Hassie Ruger

Ginny Hall

Susan Caviness

I ask you to pray for the families who attend our school – for some, this is the only place they hear
about Jesus.

LOVING (LOVE GOD THROUGH WORSHIP, AND LOVE OUR
NEIGHBOR THROUGH SERVICE.)
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Bull City Youth Kick-Off !
Bull City Youth would like to invite all 6th-12th graders to our Bull City Youth Kick-Off on SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 9 AT OUR NEW TIME 4:00-6:00 PM. We have some great things planned for the year
and we are looking forward to kicking it off!
You may be wondering why we changed the time. After talking to some leaders, some youth, and some
parents, we realized a couple things. 1) Sunday night seems to be the only night that a lot of our families
can be together, especially for a family meal. So Bull City Youth will no longer include dinner. 2) By
moving our time up, there is still plenty of evening left for, not only a family dinner, but a game, movie,
homework, or other things families need to do to prepare for the week.
WE HOPE YOU CAN JOIN US! SEE YOU ON SEPTEMBER 9.
For more information or questions, please contact Lydia Cauley, Director of Youth and Outreach at
Lydia@aldersgate.org or (919) 477-0509 ext. 316.

Bull City Youth Fall Retreat—NCC Pilgrimage
Pilgrimage has been bringing 5000+ youth (6th-12th
graders) and their mentors to the Crown Coliseum in
Fayetteville, NC for 25 years. It is a life-changing weekend event filled with amazing artists, thought-provoking
speakers, and inspiring youth leadership—all bearing witness to the transforming love of Christ.
This weekend is for students and adult student leaders looking for a weekend worship experience
that calls everyone to a new or stronger faith in Jesus, challenging everyone to share God’s love in
word and action.
Bull City Youth will be attending Pilgrimage November 9-11 at Crown Coliseum in Fayetteville.
We will be spending the night at Camp Rockfish Outdoor Center. There are 30 slots available.
Registration will open September 1 and the first 8 youth to register will receive a special reward. Registration deposit will be $35, and total retreat cost will be $135. (This price may be
reduced after a fall fundraiser, date TBD). You can register ONLINE ONLY HERE starting
September 1.
For more information or questions please contact Lydia Cauley, Director of Youth and Outreach at
Lydia@aldersgate.org or (919) 477-0509 ext 316.
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EXPERIENCES FROM
HINTON RURAL...
Before I go on to my experience about the Short Term Mission, I would like to thank everyone that made it possible. I would like to thank the people that got their car washed even
though it wasn't dirty, the people that didn't even get their car washed but donated anyways, and the people who simply prayed for us everyday while we were out on the work
site.
We left for the mission right after first service on Sunday, July 15th, 2018. I cannot
describe to you all the excitement that ran through that bus on the way up to Hayesville
because there was a lot. But in the very beginning, I could tell something was off. It was
that I had nobody that was my age, and I was the oldest youth on the trip. I was surrounded by younger youth and I had to realize that they looked up to me the way I looked up to
the adults. I have never been in that place before so it was something I had to earn up to.

When we got to Hinton (which was a retreatment center and where everything was based)
it was around 5pm. We met with the leader that was to drive with us to our work site leader, Madison. We got introduced with a game and that followed with giving our team members roles to have throughout the week. I was elected "program manager" which basically
meant I had to keep everyone on time and make sure people were doing what they were
supposed to be. After that, we settled in, had dinner and worship, and then we were sent
to bed to make sure we were ready to work the next morning.
Monday- Thursday's schedule was pretty much the same. We all woke up around 6:30 am
every morning, had worship/announcements, breakfast, and then we were sent off to our
work site where we were to paint a house. For our work site, we had to scrub the whole
house with house cleaner and prime a wall (this took all of day Monday). On Tuesday we
painted the whole house, and if you're a parent of a youth that came on the mission, the
red stuff is indeed paint and not blood. On Wednesday we did a second layer of paint and
touch ups. On Thursday we were able to leave a little earlier because we were finished
with the house and so we moved to a second work site. At work site #2 we cleaned up
trash.
(continued on next page)
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...EXPERIENCES FROM
HINTON RURAL
LIFE CENTER
(continued) The thing I did not notice though, throughout the week the youth became closer, we were (and still are) a family. I even got the title of "mom" somewhere. I realize now
that the fear of not being able to relate or even like the younger youth on the mission was
absolute ludicrous. We grew not as a individuals but as a whole group. Unfortunately, this
mission was probably my last considering I am a senior in high school. My goal for my
youth group was to have the same passion for serving God and helping others as I did
when I first started going on missions. They exceeded my expectations and I am so excited to see what God has instore for them and the future of the youth group. :)
-Thanks,
Julia Rosemond
******************************************************

My name is Kaylee Eckhoff, and I recently attended a short term mission at Hinton rural
life center. What we did while there was build a relationship with each other and our
homeowner Ms. Bonnie. Ms. Bonnie had a house that was in need of some attention, our
group did yard work, scrubbed her house, caulked her windows, and painted her house all
in that week. But that is not all, while on the Hinton campus we worshiped, played games,
and have adventures together.
This time at Hinton showed me a new path that I didn’t think was there, it showed me that
I should help the people who need it in my community. Now that I am home I want to help
those in need that I see everyday. After this experience I hope to produce more fruit in
myself, and in the others around me.
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All sermons in September are delivered by Pastor Bryan
Sunday Worship Services are in the Sanctuary 8:30 and 11:00 AM
Sunday School: 9:45 AM in the Family Life Center
September 2

(James 1:17-27) [Holy Communion] “You Can’t Just Sit There”

September 9

(Mark 7:24-27) “Being Opened to Life”

September 16 (Mark 6:30-44) “Generous Living Through What We Have to Offer”
September 23 (2 Corinthians 9:1-15) Generous Living Through Giving”
SEPT 30 (5TH SUNDAY) ONE COMBINED SERVICE
10:30 am in the FAMILY LIFE CENTER
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL* COVERED DISH LUNCH AFTER THE SERVICE.
PLEASE BRING A DISH OR TWO TO SHARE. “RISE AGAINST HUNGER”
IMMEDIATELY AFTER LUNCH.
September 30 (Acts 20:32-38) * “Generous Living through Blessing”

Join us for
Back-to-Church Sunday
September 16th!
Only 2% of church members will invite someone to
church, and yet over 80% of people invited to church
will attend if they meet with a friend beforehand and
attend together.
Are you looking for an opportunity to invite a new
friend to church? Hoping to see an old familiar face?
Lost momentum and looking for a way to start strong again? Back-to-Church Sunday
is an opportunity to share Aldersgate with friends and family as well as connect
(and reconnect) during service. Please join us for lunch afterwards for good food
and great conversation! See you there!
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PRIMETIMERS are “older” members (mostly 55+ years
of age) of AUMC’s congregation. In the last year, attendance has been dropping off for a variety of reasons. We
would really like to increase the size of our group. Just a
little information about what we do might be helpful in
your deciding to join us.
We meet for fellowship and a meal at 11:45 AM ON THE
FIRST AND THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH. At
the first meeting, we bring something to share, and at the
second meeting, we bring our own sandwich or salad or
whatever we want for ourselves. Dessert and beverages are provided at each meeting. Sometimes
we have a speaker on a variety of topics from travel experiences, legal or health issues by a
knowledgeable presenter, an interesting craft or hobby, or another topic of interest. Several times
during the year, we take day trips together. We have been to museums, churches, exhibits, gardens,
shows, etc. At least twice each year, we have a holiday meal or picnic. We also sometimes play
games or have sing-alongs. We usually support at least 2 WNL meals and use the earnings to support a mission project or 2. Above all, we have a time of sharing and fellowship. It is a great way
to get to know more people in the church and to learn more about each other. Come check us
out—we would love to have you join us!
Thursday, September 6, we will have a slide show presentation on Ireland by Syd Dur sse. He
and his wife have traveled extensively and always have a very interesting slideshow to present.
This will be a favorite-dish-to-share meeting and as always, dessert and beverages will be provided.
Thursday, September 20, we can just sit around and explore another one of Richar d King’s
“surprise” topics. It is one of our “new favorite things to do.” This will be a bring-your-own-lunch
meeting, and as always, dessert and beverages will be provided.
Thursday, October 4, we plan on having 2 “golf cart” tours of Sarah P. Duke gardens. Tour #1
will be at 10:00 am and Tour #2 will be at 2:00 pm. There will be a sign-up sheet, and the $5 payment per person will be due at that time. If you would like to go, please call Joyce Mackin at 919381-6687 or sign up at the meeting. You MUST sign up by September 20. There are 10 slots available for each time and bus transportation will be provided.
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GROWING (GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST AND AS A
FAITHFUL COMMUNITY CALLED THE CHURCH)
MONDAY EVENING * CARING FOR THE CAREGIVER
Caring for the Caregiver meets the 2nd Monday each month at 7:00 pm
and is led by Sandra Reynolds. This is a class for those caring for loved
ones of any age. Learn, share, and walk with others through this difficult
journey. The next gathering is September 10.

Dear Aldersgate Friends: On behalf of Families Moving Forward’s residents staff and Board
of Directors, I would like to express our deepest gratitude for the donation of the 4 large boxes
of pots, pans, utensils and cookie sheets delivered by Mary Taylor on 8/28/18. Your support of
families experiencing homelessness in our community is sincerely appreciated.
Erik Springer
Development Associate
Families Moving Forward

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND * Offerings to the
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund are always appreciated. These funds
are used to help the poor and needy, inside our church as well
as the community. The fund helps to pay the rent or utilities or
purchase food for someone in need. To donate to this fund, just
mark PDF on the memo line of your check, and our pastor will
distribute these funds as they are needed. Giving to others always enriches our own
lives.
“For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no
drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe
me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.”
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Nursery Ministry
EACH SUNDAY MORNING
NURSERY TEACHERS ARE
LYNN WILFONG, ELLEN WHISNANT,
& DAWN ECKHOFF

AcolyteS
8:30 AM Service
09/02
09/09
09/16
09/23
09/30

JOSHUA BOSECKER
REGAN ANDREWS
MCKAYLE NYE
DANIELLE NIXON
FIFTH SUNDAY

11:00 am Service
09/02

MADELEINE HUGHES

09/09
09/16
09/23
09/30

MEADOW SNYDER
MARGARET ANN HEALY
KAYLEE ECKHOFF
MARGARET ANN HEALY

An acolyte is a person who assists the presiding
minister/pastor in worship and carries out certain
duties, including candle lighting, carrying the
processional cross, and holding or getting items
the pastor needs at baptisms, Holy Communion,
and other worship acts. Acolytes may be children,
youth, and adults.

Altar Guild

Altar Guild assures the worship
space and supporting materials
are prepared for worship.

PAULA JAMES
KATHY CHMIELEWSKI

Trustee for this month
ROB HOGARTH & SUSAN DERNOSEK
Trustees are Christian stewards of the property God has
entrusted to the congregation. Effective trustees supervise
and maintain the property of the congregation to ensure
that disciple-making ministries of the congregation are
effective and that local legal requirements related to the
property are satisfied.
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SEPTEMBER LAY ASSISTANTS

USHERS

GREETERS

LAY READER

09/02 Chick Hinton
Richard Riggsbee
Mary Tom Roberts
Katherine Siler

Carol Brese (M)
Dave Brese (O)

Emily Wike

09/09 Paul Jones
Linda Jones
Jackie Roberts
John Field

Sybil McClintock (M)
Norma Roberts (O)

09/16 Phil Stancil
Regina Carver
George Carver
Chick Hinton

Pat Stancil (M)
Richard Riggsbee (O)

Debbie Edge

09/23 Rebel Umphlett
Kathy Chmielewski
Carl Chmielewski
Doug Morris

Mary Taylor (M)
Sharon MacLaurin (O)

Kathy Chmielewski

8:30 Service

09/30

5th Sunday …..10:30 am Service * “Rise Against Hunger”

11:00 Service
09/02 Bill Smith
Pam Boatright
Paula Veasey
Paula Alford

Brent Walker
Sarah Walker

(M)
(O)

Cathy Cozart

09/09 Ginger Hawkins
Paula Alford
Amelia Oakley
Ronnie Oakley

Paula James (M)
Gary James (O)

Mike Hughes

09/16 Kim Riggs
Mike Hughes
Lynn Baird
Treavor Hogarth

Ronnie Oakley (M)
Amelia Oakley (O)

John Howe

09/23 Emily Wike
Amelia Oakley
Ronnie Oakley
Stacey McCorison

Rusty Grimm (M)
Carol Newman (O)

Paula Veasey
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