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AN ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD
__________________________________________________________________ 

Our paraments are white signifying the season of Easter.

GATHERING
 
GATHERING MUSIC
GREETING AND WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH
CALL TO WORSHIP

We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ.
We gather today because we seek to abide in Christ.
When we abide in Christ, we bear much fruit.
We gather today because we long to be spiritually alive,
and whole.
If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us.
We gather today because we desire to be faithful disciples.
We gather for worship now to the glory of the One God: 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer.
Let us worship the One in whom we abide.
Let us worship the Lord our God.

OPENING HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth UMH #92
(v.1,2,4,6)

CALL TO CONFESSION
We come to God, not to justify ourselves but to repent and trust the saving grace of Christ
Jesus. Let us confess our sins before God and with one another.



CONFESSION
Look upon us, loving Savior, sift our thoughts and know our feelings. Deal lovingly with
those things that have inhibited our love and diverted our energies from our
relationship with you and with others. Loving God, whatever you see as self-righteous,
censure, as twisted, straighten, as heartless, soften, as fruitless, prune, as tainted,
cleanse. Flood your relentless Spirit through our whole being, sweeping away guilt and
by the saving grace of Christ Jesus, heal us where we are broken and need forgiveness.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Christ is the vine and we are branches. If we abide in Christ, Christ’s words will abide in us. Ask
for whatever you wish in Christ’s name and it will be granted. In the name of Christ, we who seek
forgiveness are forgiven! In the name of Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Christ, you are forgiven!
Thanks be to God. Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are not alone. We live in God's world;
We believe in God, who has created and is creating,
Who has come in Jesus to reconcile and
to make all things new.
We trust God, who calls us to be the church;
To love and serve others, to seek justice and to resist evil,
To proclaim Jesus, crucified, dead and risen;
Our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us;
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

(From The Iona Community)

SERVICE OF THE WORD

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
THE LORD’S PRAYER
RESPONDING TO GOD THROUGH OUR TITHES & OFFERING

OFFERTORY Down In the River to Pray
DOXOLOGY

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Stir in us now, Holy Spirit, a willingness to hear, the desire to know the truth
and the courage to follow in joyful obedience, that we may be formed by your word into
women and men of faith. Amen.



THE EPISTLE                                             1 John 4: 7-21
*THE GOSPEL John 15:1-8

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM In Remembrance

INTERPRETATION OF THE WORD A Community of Abiders

CELEBRATION OF THE LOVE FEAST
On the table in the midst of this community with whom Christ is present we set these
symbols to remind us of his promises to us:

A candle, to remind that Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever abides in me and I
in them will bear much fruit.

Bread, a symbol to remind us that Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. The bread that I shall
give is myself for the life of the world”.

Water, a symbol that in Christ, we will never thirst, for He will give us “living water” for our
lives.

Let us pray:
God, on this day when Jesus instructs us to abide in him and to live and love in the
community of believers, we pray that this food and the community in which we share it
nourishes our bodies, hearts and minds. And may our spirits be refreshed as we live in
the light of your presence, with us now and at all times and places. Amen.

Eat this bread and be reminded of Jesus, the Bread of Life,
in whom we are to abide.
Drink this water and be reminded of Jesus the Water of Life,
who nurtures us to bear the fruit of love.

CLOSING HYMN Lord I Want to Be a Christian UMH #402



SENDING FORTH

RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION AND BLESSING
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God.
We will be born of love each day of our lives.
Beloved, let us abide in Christ’s love,
for he is the vine and we are the branches.
We will grow as Christ’s disciples
and bear fruit for a world in need.
Beloved, let us care for one another,
for the Spirit helps us abide in God’s peace.
We will glorify God in the lives we lead.

And may God the vine grower tend you and make you fruitful;
May Christ Jesus abide in you and give you life;
And may the Holy Spirit cast out all fear and fill you with God’s love. Amen.

SENDING SONG UMH #572
It only takes a spark to get a fire going,

And soon all those around can warm up in its glowing.
That’s how it is with God’s love

Once you’ve experienced it;
You spread his love to everyone;

You want to pass it on.
POSTLUDE

HOLY COMMUNION               A Celebration of Holy Communion
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