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Experience
THE GRAND CANYON OF THE BIBLE

The Psalms capture the adventure of our relationship with
God both as individuals and as a community. There are
high points of praise and worship, majesty and might. We
see the wonder of creation from Psalm 104 and the place
of humankind within it from Psalm 8. But there are also
moments of desperation, such as Psalm 69, or confession
and longing for healing from Psalm 51. As we’ve been
studying the Psalms on Wednesday evenings, Pastor Bryan
pointed out that in most of the Bible God is talking to us.
However, the Psalms record our conversation with God.

This time around I was prepared with my backpack, tent,
sleeping bag, food, camping gear, and PLENTY of water.
I had heard so many stories of people running out of water
down in the canyon. I visited the backcountry office to get
my permit and set off early in the morning to beat the heat.
I made quick time to the bottom, crossing the river bridge
Phantom Ranch before lunchtime. I spent the extra time
admiring the rock formations and basking in the glory of
God’s creation. Everyone can appreciate the majestic view
from the top of the Grand Canyon. But fewer can enjoy the
trip from rim to river and back up again.

I am thankful for the Psalms because they allow us to be
honest with God. It gives me comfort that God wants to
hear our praise and thanksgiving, but also our doubt, fear,
anger, lament, and frustration. The Psalms give us a resource to express our most intimate and vulnerable feelings
and experiences with a God who loves us no matter what.
We can be real with God and with one another. The Psalms
tell us that we are not alone in the valley, when it seems like
everyone else is on a mountaintop.

This month we are hosting a special guest for Wednesday
Night Live, folk musician Charles Pettee. Considering my
adventure a few years before, I was very struck when
Charles describes the Psalms as being like the Grand
Canyon. “At first you just see big features, the rim, the
river, some things on the way to the river. And then you
start learning about the layers and the striations and it gets
down to beautiful rock formations and animal life. And
it’s a land, a gnarly difficult land…[but] I love it, I love
grappling with it, praying it, and trying to learn from it.”

Pastor Eric

In the summer of 2007, I spent 3 weeks on a solo road trip
from East Tennessee to Southern Oregon. On my way, I
was able to visit many different national parks from Zion to
Yosemite and more. One of the highlights of that trip was
my visit to the Grand Canyon. I had seen the Grand Canyon
before when I visited the North Rim a couple years earlier.
But at that time, I couldn’t see much due to smoke from
forest fires, and most importantly I did not hike to the bottom.

If we only saw the Grand Canyon from above, we would
be missing much of the experience. You gain a whole new
The next day I shouldered my pack and started trudging up perspective when you hike down inside. Sure it is challengthe steep trail back to the top. What was very easy coming ing and you can get very thirsty along the way. But that is
down became much more difficult and tiring. I finally made part of the journey to really know the Grand Canyon. The
Psalter is our invitation to dive into our relationship with
my way to the top, and I can remember noticing all of the
God. There will be majestic vistas for sure, but there will
different rock layers as I moved my way up the canyon.
Each elevation had a different color and pattern to the rock, also be steep cliffs and parched throats. That’s how we
which I never would have noticed only viewing it from the really come to know God. God is ready to walk with us and
hear our cries of joy and those of sadness. Let’s get ready
top. But of course, nothing beat the thick juicy burger I
for the adventure!
enjoyed once I finished the hike!

Christians have been praying, singing, and reading the
Psalter for thousands of years. And before that, the book
of Psalms was the hymnal of the Hebrew people, used to
shape their worship and communal life. If you read Psalm
22 and 31 and how Jesus quoted these Psalms in his life,
you will know that Jesus understood his identity and expressed his prayers through the lens of these texts.
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CONNECTING (CONNECT WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER)
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Zach Schoenfeld
Daniel Shaver
Nolan Hocutt
Benjamin Wike
Kim Aiken
Susan Parham
Maizie Snyder
Evelyn Anderson
Lindsay Brown
Andy Revill
Robin Whitaker
Madison Neal
Jim Smith
Peggy Allen
Randy Gordon
Andrew Holland
Margie Muir

05/01
05/01
05/03
05/03
05/06
05/06
05/06
05/07
05/08
05/08
05/09
05/09
05/09
05/10
05/10
05/10
05/11
05/13
05/13
05/14
05/14
05/14
05/14

Todd Nye
Olivia Anderson
Becca Johnson
Steven Dickerson
Shannan Benton
Charlotte O’Brien
John Hall
Holly Hogarth
Pam Verble
Sheila Dickerson
Steven Fishback
Hannah Fogle
Robin Thomas
Brenda Helmer
William Murrell
Cindy Stanley
Sam Andrews
Lynn Baird
Emma Murrell
Samuel Phelps
Travis Hanson
Michael Jones
Jessica Hale-Metzdorf

05/14
05/15
05/15
05/16
05/17
05/17
05/18
05/18
05/20
05/22
05/22
05/22
05/22
05/23
05/23
05/26
05/27
05/27
05/27
05/27
05/29
05/29
05/31

URBAN MINISTRIES NEEDS: (SEE BELOW)
ALL ITEMS SHOULD BE PLACED INSIDE THE
COLLECTION CLOSET ACROSS FROM THE
WESLEY ROOM. Financial donations are also accepted.
CANNED FOOD NEEDS FOR May: Canned pasta,
fruit, and meat.

URBAN MINISTRIES ALSO NEEDS EMPTY PLASTIC LAUNDRY DETERGENT
BOTTLES. There is a need for laundry detergent, and we have a recipe that will make it for just
pennies on the dollar.

Happening Now, Sunday evenings, 5:30-7:00 pm in the Wesley Room
Covenant is an in-depth group Bible study in which participants read and discuss the Bible
together, learning how to love God—and each other—better. Three 8-week segments each
explore a different aspect of Covenant life. We will examine what Covenant means, and
the progression of a Covenant relationship with God. Even if you did not participate in the
first segment, we invite you to join us for the 2nd segment!
If you are new to the class, please RSVP to Eric Prenshaw, eric@aldersgate.org

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME!
Reserve your tickets ($13.00 each ) to join the AUMC Methodist Men at
the Tuesday, June 12th for The Durham Bulls baseball game!
The Durham Bulls will play the Charlotte Knights. Game time is 7:05 pm.
Contact Jeff Sturkey at 919-257-1924 or jeffsturkey@earthlink.net BY
5:00 PM ON SUNDAY, JUNE 1ST, or contact the church office.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE FELLOWSHIP
MENUS FOR MAY
May 2
9
16

Choir
Haiti
Outbackers

Baked Potato and Salad Bar
Chicken ramen noodle salad,
fruit, croissants
Assorted casseroles, salad (last WNL)

A Word of Thanks
I want to thank each individual and group that gave their time and service to provide our Wednesday
Night Live dinners. Your dedication made an important contribution to providing a delicious mid-week
meal for your church family while also offering an opportunity for fellowship and friendship to blossom.
Gathering around the table, sharing a meal together, and spending time talking with and caring for each
other is ministry at it’s best! Thank you for a job well done.
Barbara Atkinson

Folk musician Charles Pettee on the Psalms
May 2, 6:30 pm
This spring, we have a class on Wednesday evenings called "The Psalms for Prayer and Worship,"
where we explore the psalms through music, art, prayer, and poetry. On Wed. May 2, we are excited to
host a special guest, Charles Pettee. Charles is part of the
group Folkpsalm who have released 4 albums of
music on the psalms. You can listen to the music of
Folkpsalm on Spotify or iTunes. We hope you can join us
for this special night of music and learning. Join us for
dinner at 5:30 pm and then our class will begin at 6:30 in
the Wesley Room. Contact Pastor Eric Prenshaw,
eric@aldersgate.org for more info.
Here's a little more about Charles. Charles Pettee,
(pronounced "Petty"), began playing the guitar as a
youngster in Asheville, NC. He became interested in
southern folk music when he was in middle school, at
which time he took up mandolin, harmonica, and banjo.
After college, he became a full -time musician and toured
all over the US and Europe for 30 years with Chapel Hill, NC–based bluegrass music group "The
Shady Grove Band." Mr. Pettee’s music has been heard on radio, TV, and the internet for many years.
He has performed over 5,500 shows in his career and recently completed his 13th CD/album. Mr.
Pettee is thrilled to come to Aldersagate and share his love of the Psalms through folk music.
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MUSIC NOTES – Nan de Andrade

Please contact Nan de Andrade, Music Minister,
to learn more (nan@aldersgate.org).

GOSPEL LIGHTS PICNIC! CALLING ALL PICKERS &
GRINNERS!!
Some years ago, we had a group of guitar/bass/mandolin/banjo folk
who got together with others who just love to sing gospel songs; we
called it “Gospel Lights.” We would gather and jam on a monthly
basis and occasionally share some songs with worship/events. It’s time to see if we can resurrect
this fun group! If this sounds like something you’d enjoy, and/or you know someone to invite,
please put this on your calendar:
Wednesday, May 30, 6:00 pm – we’ll share a picnic supper and then pick-and-grin for awhile, and
discuss what we’d like to do in the future! This is not a “performance-based” group, rather a merry band for simple music-making enjoyment. Since we’re providing a meal (chicken picnic), an
RSVP is needed. (We will have a donation basket to cover the cost of the meal.) Contact
nan@aldersgate.org and let her know you’re coming!

CHANCEL CHOIR * Do you remember the song “If Ever I Would Leave You,” from the musical Camelot? If we probed a similar question about our relationship and praise of God, we
would sing as Sir Lancelot, “…No, no, not in springtime, summer, winter or fall… No, never
would I leave you at all!” Every season of the year calls forth praise! So, why not join our choir
now and fall in love with God again? Our Chancel Choir is for everyone ages 12-120! No experience is necessary; just a heart for praise. W e would love to have you join us! Rehearsals are on
Wednesday evenings, from 7:30-9:00 pm in the sanctuary. Child care is available by request.

MUSIC AND ARTS CAMP WEEK IS COMING! “LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION!”
Each day of Music and Arts Camp will be packed with a variety of fun activities and rehearsals,
as we learn AN ENTIRE MUSICAL IN ONE WEEK! We will sing, dance, act, paint sets, and
make props!
For ages 6 through 13
July 8 (Sunday K ickoff Pizza Preview, 4:30-6:15 pm)
July 9-13, 9:00 am -1:00 pm
(full-day also available through Aldersgate’s Camp Program)
½ day Cost: $55, includes all supplies, CD, t-shirt, kickoff party, and Friday lunch!
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ALL ARE INVITED
TO OUR SHOW!
FRIDAY , JULY 13TH, 3:30 PM
“NOT YOUR ORDINARY JOE” The

classic Old Testament story of Joseph is
retold in the exuberant times and music of
the 1950s. Joe’s story, told with surfer
beats, leather jackets, and surfboards,
teaches us the Gospel truth: that our God is
always with us.
Joseph is a great lesson about forgiveness, reconciliation, and trusting in God. This creative play
and upbeat music offer lots of opportunities for everyone to be a star, and even have speaking roles
or solos! Auditions for larger character roles will be held the week of June 11 for a head start. Other times (earlier) may be arranged.
Registration forms for ½-day camp are on the Welcome Tables now, or register through Aldersgate
Camps for full-day camp. Please try to register by June 15. As soon as you register, you will
receive a copy of the listening CD! Help Wanted: We would love to incorporate more of
Aldersgate’s members in volunteering

DRAMA MINISTRY IS SCOUTING FOR TALENT!
Some say that worship is a rehearsal for life, and that we are the actors
and God is the audience. Our faith is built on the story of God and
God’s people, which means there definitely are ways that we can learn
and worship through drama. If you’d like to get involved in our plans to
provide some drama for worship, please contact Emily Wike
(ewemilycatherine21@gmail.com) or Nan.
WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE! FOR KIDS Wednesdays
from 6:30-7:30 pm; Music and Arts explorations each
week! For Age 4 (Pre-K)-4th graders. Led by Nan de Andrade
and Megan Andrews. As well as singing together, during the
months of April-May, we’ll be thinking about ways we worship God OUTSIDE and explore ways to appreciate nature,
plant a garden, and enjoy recreation.

DANCING OUR THANK YOUS

Jordan Field and Megan Andrews have been leading our Sacred Dance Ministry
this year and have faithfully guided our children to express their worship
through dance. It’s been a beautiful thing to watch, as the children have enthusiastically taken on this role for their Lord. From creating the dance, to helping the
children grow in their skills and ensemble, to calling up patience and love whenever needed, these 2 women have been amazing! We thank them for their efforts, as well as thanking our beautiful girls and their supportive parents, for
blessing us with this special ministry of praise.

KNOWING (KNOW MORE ABOUT GOD, EACH OTHER, AND THE NEEDS OF
P AGE 7
THE WORLD)

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL
May 6: Lydia: Acts 16:11-15
May 13: Paul and Silas: Acts 16:16-40
May 20: Pentecost: Acts 2:1-43
May 27: Shipwrecked: Acts 27

Summer Sunday School
HELP NEEDED
We are looking for teachers for children’s
Sunday School during the summer from JuneAugust. Typically this is a time when our regular
teachers are on vacation or enjoying a break.
You can choose to serve only once or a few
times. Lessons and training are provided. Safe
Sanctuary training and background check
required.
Please contact Pastor Eric at
eric@aldersgate.org if you can help.
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Vacation Bible School: Rolling River Rampage
Sunday June 24-Thursday June 28
5:30 dinner, 6-8 pm program

Join us for an action-packed VBS adventure at Rolling River Rampage! You’re invited on a whitewater rafting adventure to experience the ride of a lifetime with God! Along the river, children discover that life with God is an adventure full of wonder and surprise, and that they can trust God to
be with them through anything. Relevant music, exciting science, creative crafts, fun recreation, and
memorable Bible stories will help kids know that God is always with them as they ride the rapids of
amazing grace!
Stay tuned for more information about registration and volunteer opportunities. In the meantime,
please contact Pastor Eric, eric@aldersgate.org or Holly Fishback, hfishback@nc.rr.com if you have
questions.

LOVING (CONNECT WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER)
P AGE 9

Attention parents of 2018 high school and college graduates. Aldersgate will be recognizing our
graduates at church on Sunday, June 10 during the 11:00 worship service. We would also like to
invite the graduates, and their families and friends, to a lunch after the service.
We need your graduate’s name, the school from which they are graduating, their degree if college
graduation, and their plans for the future.
Please email Suzi Caudill at sscaud822@gmail.com with this information and an RSVP for the
lunch by May 21. Thanks and congratulations to all our grads!

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, and in purity. 1 Timothy 4:12

YOUTH SUNDAY--COME HOLY SPIRIT!
We are so excited that our youth will be leading us
in worship on Pentecost Sunday! This year, Youth
Sunday will be on May 20 at both the 8:30 am and
11 am worship services. Youth Sunday is an opportunity for our youth from 6th-12th grade to
share their gifts through music, arts, testimony,
interpreting God's word, and leading all aspects of
the worship service. This will be a special opportunity for our entire congregation to experience the
witness of our youth. Please come and support our
wonderful and gifted youth!
For those students interested in participating in
Youth Sunday, please attend Bull City Youth on May 6th and 13th. During this time, we will plan,
write, and rehearse elements of the worship service. Please contact Lydia if you have questions at
lydia@aldersgate.org.
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SCREENAGERS!

May 10th at 6:30 pm
Are you watching kids scroll
through life, with their rapid-fire
thumbs and a 6-second attention
span? Physician and filmmaker
Delaney Ruston saw that with her
own kids and learned that the average kid spends 6.5 hours a
day looking at screens. She wondered about the impact of all
this time and about the friction occurring in homes and schools
around negotiating screen time—friction she knew all too well.

In SCREENAGERS, as with her award-winning documentaries on mental health, Delaney takes a deeply personal
approach as she probes into the vulnerable corners of family
life, including her own, to explore struggles over social media,
video games, academics, and internet addiction. Through
poignant, and unexpectedly funny, stories, along with surprising insights from authors, psychologists, and brain scientists,
SCREENAGERS reveals how tech time impacts kids’ development and offers solutions on how adults can empower kids
to best navigate the digital world and find balance.
All Saints United Methodist Church invites families
throughout Durham to view SCREENAGERS on Thursday
May 10th from 6:30-8:00 pm. The viewing is FREE, and the entire family is encouraged and
welcome to attend. To view the event website and RSVP click here or to check out the facebook event click here.

KALEIDOSCOPE MIDDLE SCHOOL RETREAT
On Friday April 13, 5 youth from Aldersgate UMC
traveled to Camp Don Lee for Kaleidoscope!, A middle
school retreat sponsored by the North Carolina
Conference of the United Methodist Church. At camp,
we joined about 150 other middle school youth for a
weekend together. Throughout the weekend, we
worshiped, participated in small groups, and learned
about the Holy Habits. We prayed with our bodies
through yoga, learned about Lectio Divina in Bible
Study, volunteered through service, and put the Sunday
worship service together. We even got to see high
school senior, McKenna Colgen, in action as she was
part of the Camp Don Lee staff that weekend. It was a
wonderful time of growing in our relationship with
Christ and our relationship with each other.
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BREAKAWAY—JUNE 25-30

Summer Breakaway is a worshipful week of camp for middle
school and high school youth.
The week includes daily worship,
small groups for spiritual development, building relationships
with new friends and old, expressing creativity in “living worship” groups, and developing a deeper relationship with Jesus
Christ. No matter where you are in your faith, you are welcome to join us on the “Highway to Holiness” for an unforgettable journey at Breakaway 2018! To register go to https://nccumc.org/youth/events/

BULL CITY SUMMER

Summer is fast approaching, and we know you are making plans. So here are some things for
you to put on your Summer Calendar!
SUMMER SHORT-TERM MISSION—JULY 15-20
Bull City Youth are heading for the mountains. Through Hinton Center’s Missions Outreach
Program, we will serve for 1week, working on a variety of home repairs in the local Appalachian community. Not only will we be working with our hands, but we will be opening our
hearts by building relationships with local community members. Through hands-on work and
building relationships, we will open ourselves up to being served in return. To sign up to serve,
please contact Lydia Cauley at Lydia@aldersgate.org.

*ACS (ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSIONS) JULY 23-29

Being faithful is more than an annual checkup. Christians are called to go out into the world as
field doctors—healing people where they are. At Annual Conference Sessions (ACS), we explore
issues of the church, nation, and world: What plagues our society? Throughout the week, we participate in small groups to build spiritual development and relationships, as well as exploring topics of interest. During ACS, the Conference youth body elects officers and other leaders. Youth
are given a voice to debate and decide upon resolutions on contemporary issues facing the world
today. ALL churches are encouraged to send at least 1 delegate. Schedule your check up today!
To register go to https://nccumc.org/youth/events/register/ and notify Lydia Cauley at
Lydia@aldersgate.org
*For youth who have completed 9-12th grade in 2017-2018 school year.
MARK YOU CALENDAR FOR OTHER BULL CITY SUMMER DAY EVENTS…
MORE INFORMATION TO FOLLOW!
June
8-9 LOCK-OUT
22 Bull City Summer
25-30 Breakaway

July
6 Bull City Summer
15-20 Short-Term Mission
23-28 ACS (HS Only)

August
3 Bull City Summer
17 Bull City Summer
31 Friday Night Live
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May 6
May 13
(Ascension Sunday)
May 20
May 27
(Trinity Sunday)

“What a Friend We Have in Jesus & in One Another”
John 15:9-17
“The Church: Looking Upward & Outward”
Acts 1:1-11
Youth Ministry Leads Both Services
(Pentecost – wear red)
“The Community of God”
John 3:1-17

Congratulations to
Sarah Caudill Fletcher, Keith Porter, & Eric Prenshaw!
Save the date for June 16 at 2:00 pm

Location: Greenville Convention Center
During Annual Conference this year, the ordering of ministries ceremony
will be held on Saturday, June 16 at 2:00 pm. We are so honored to have 3
of Aldersgate’s own to participate in this service.
Sarah Caudill Fletcher will be ordained as a deacon. She is the Minister to
Youth & Families at Highland UMC in Raleigh.
Keith Porter will be appointed local pastor of the Souther n Alamance Cooper ative
Parish, comprised of Concord and Mt. Hermon United Methodist Churches in the southern part of the
Corridor District.
Pastor Eric will be commissioned as a provisional elder in the United Methodist Chur ch.
This is a joyful celebration for Sarah, Keith, and Eric. It would be wonderful to have some of our
Aldersgate family there to support them. The location is in Gr eenville, NC at the Gr eenville
Convention Center. If you would like to attend or arrange carpooling, please contact Pastor Eric or
Pastor Bryan.
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ALDERSGATE
WEEKDAY MINISTRIES
PRESCHOOL
SUMMER CAMP

ALDERSGATE
SUMMER DAY CAMP
2018

WEEK 1 - June 18-22

WEEK 1
JUNE 11-15
SUMMERTIME
FUN

“SUPER HEROES!”

WEEK 2 - July 23-July 27
“OUTER SPACE”

Week 2
June 18-22
SUPER HEROES

Week 3
June 25-29
ROLLING
RIVER

WEEK 3 - July 30-August 3
"UNDER THE SEA”

Week 4
CLOSED
WEEK 4 - August 6-10
"PIRATES & PRINCESSES”

Week 5
July 9-13
“NOT YOUR
AVERAGE JOE”
(MUSIC & ARTS
CAMP)

Contact Evelyn Johnson * evie@aldersgate.org for details.
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Please join us as we celebrate our 4-year-old preschool students graduate
and move on to kindergarten. We will have a special ceremony on
Thursday, May 24th.

9:00 am-Noon

Lunch Bunch 1:00pm
* Thursday, May 31 & Wednesday, June 6
* Wednesday, July 18
* Wednesday, August 15 & 22
Only $25 from 9:00-12:00! Siblings are only $15.
Lunch Bunch until 1:00pm for only $6

GENESIS GARDEN MINISTRY
SPRING PLANTING BEGINS
Here at Aldersgate UMC, we have a wonderful garden ministry where we have the opportunity to care for God’s creation
and serve others by tending a garden. This is part of our
Christian witness. In the very beginning of creation, God
placed Adam and Eve in a garden. Genesis 2:15 offers instructions for humanity to take care of the garden.
“The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to till it and keep it.” Old Testament professor Ellen
Davis translates the last part of this verse, “to serve and preserve.” By taking care of the land and raising food in our
patch of land, we serve as witnesses to God’s new creation
happening in Christ.
The purpose for the garden is threefold. First, we donate food to those in need. Second, we learn more
about God’s creation and teach kids and others about this as well. Third, we build a sense of community
as we work toward a common purpose, inviting friends and neighbors who may not even be part of a
church.
You’re invited to join the Genesis Garden as spring planting begins. You may come and work on your
own schedule with tasks designated to do each week. Or you may come on regular or specific workdays
that we will advertise. To find out more, contact Shelia Rittgers, sheliarittgers@hotmail.com.
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MONDAY EVENING
CARING FOR THE CAREGIVER

Caring for the Caregiver meets the 2nd Monday
each month at 7:00 pm and is led by Sandra
Reynolds. This is a class for those caring for loved
ones of any age. Learn, share, and walk with others
through this difficult journey. The next gathering is
Monday, May 14 at 7:00 pm in the Family Life
Center, Room 210.

Soul Care For Stephen Ministers
Stephen Ministers are committed to providing compassionate Christian caregiving. As
caregivers, they know it is important to invest in self-care, in order to refresh and renew their
own spirits. That’s why the Aldersgate Stephen Ministry team met for a Spiritual Retreat
recently at The Avila Retreat Center.
Organized and led by Barbara Atkinson, the group of 7 had an enriching time of devotionals, sharing, and fellowship. The Avila Center’s nature trails, labyrinth, library, and chapel
provided ample spaces for individuals to seek time apart for personal reflection. They discussed
their hopes for the Stephen Ministry program at Aldersgate and pondered ways to enhance
their service to the congregation and community.
Stephen Ministers provide 1 to 1, confidential, Christ-centered care to individuals who are
hurting. If you would like more information about being a care receiver and having your own
Stephen Minister, or if you are interested in learning how to become a Stephen Minister, please
contact Barbara Atkinson at habnc@hotmail.com or 919-638-5711.

P AGE 16

COLUMBARIUM

to know how much he loved Aldersgate.

As I grieved my husband Bill’s death in 2010, I tried to
find ways to honor him and his memory. About the same
time, the church decided to build a columbarium here at
Aldersgate. I decided then to be part of the planning for
this columbarium which was dedicated in 2012. The columbarium has grown to be a place of beauty and quiet contemplation for our loved ones who have passed. The landscaping, benches, and water feature have contributed to its
beauty. We placed Bill’s ashes in the columbarium in 2013.
It is comforting to me to see his name on the niche cover and

As you make estate plans, you may want to consider purchasing a niche (for 2 people) or 1 of the
designated half niches (for 1 person). The cost of a niche is $2000.00 and a half niche is $1000.00. A
3-year payment plan is also available. Please see Mary Taylor in the church office for details, or I would
be happy to meet with you.
Kaye Harris Denbo, Chairman of the Columbarium Committee

PRIMETIMERS meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 11:45
in the Wesley Room. It is open to ALL people and friends of the Church
who are 50+.

ATTENTION LADIES OF THE CHURCH
LADIES WHO LUNCH * If you are a lady of the church,
retired or otherwise, and available to go to lunch on a Friday,
please join us! We will be gathering at a local cafeteria on the
second Friday of every other month to have lunch and just enjoy
each other’s company!
We will carpool so that we don't all have to drive to the
destination. If you need a ride from home, call Judy Alford at
919-210-4146 or Joyce Mackin at 919-381-6687.
The next luncheon will be on Friday, May 11 at C & H Cafeteria, 1720 Guess Road in
Durham. So mark your calendar “Ladies Who Lunch,” and let’s do lunch!
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GROWING (GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST AND AS A
FAITHFUL COMMUNITY CALLED THE CHURCH)

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND * Offerings to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund are
always appreciated. These funds are used to help the poor and needy, inside our church as well
as the community. The fund helps to pay the rent or utilities or purchase food for someone in need.
To donate to this fund, just mark PDF on the memo line of your check, and our pastor will distribute these funds as they are needed. Giving to others always enriches our own lives.
“ For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you
did not visit me.”

April Offerings:
Income
Expenses
Net Income

$ 242,767.
$ 238,207.
$ 4,560.

ALDERSGATE HAS SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN GIVE TO GOD’S WORK THROUGH
YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS.
- Give by cash or check in the offering plates on Sunday mornings.
- Mail or drop off a check in the church office.
- Use online bill pay provided by your bank.
- Set-up automatic drafts from your account by contacting your bank.
- Click our online giving on the Aldersgate website
- Arrange for a Planned Gift through the The United Methodist Foundation.
For more information on giving, please contact Mary Taylor @ Mary@aldersgate.org.
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Nursery Ministry
E ACH S UNDAY M ORNING

Nursery teachers are:
Lynn Wilfong, Ellen Whisnant, and Dawn Eckhoff

AcolyteS
8:30 AM SERVICE
05/06
05/13
05/20
05/27

DANIELLE NIXON
REGAN ANDREWS
JONATHON THOMAS
BENJAMIN WIKE

11:00 AM SERVICE
05/06
05/13
05/20
05/27

ELIZABETH HEALY
LIAM HOGARTH
RILEY HALE
MEADOW SNYDER
COREY COPLEY

An acolyte is a person who assists the presiding
minister/pastor in worship and carries out
certain duties, including candle lighting, carrying
the processional cross, and holding or getting items
the pastor needs at baptisms, Holy Communion,
and other worship acts. Acolytes may be children,
youth, and adults.

Altar Guild
Nancy Hargis
Wanda Crutchfield

Altar Guild assures the worship
space and supporting materials are
prepared for worship.

Trustee for this month
Robin Thomas

Trustees are Christian stewards of the property God
has entrusted to the congregation. Effective trustees
supervise and maintain the property of the congregation to ensure that disciple-making ministries of the
congregation are effective and that local legal requirements related to the property are satisfied.

P AGE 19

MAY LAY ASSISTANTS

USHERS

GREETERS

LAY READER

8:30 Service
05/06 Chick Hinton
Richard Riggsbee
Mary Tom Roberts
Katherine Siler

Carol Brese (M)
Dave Brese (O)

April Perry

05/13 Paul Jones
Linda Jones
Jackie Roberts
John Field

Heidi Miller (M)
Norma Roberts (O)

Ruth Kay

05/20 Phil Stancil
Regina Carver
George Carver
Chick Hinton

Pat Stancil (M)
Richard Riggsbee (O)

Judy Alford

05/27 Mary Taylor
Doug Taylor
Jackie Roberts
Holly Hall

Linda Jones (M)
Paul Jones (O)

Ken Morris

05/06 Bill Smith
Pam Boatright
Michele Tucker
Paula Veasey

Sarah Walker (M)
Brent Walker (O)

Mike Hughes

05/13 Ginger Hawkins
Sarah Walker
Carl Chelette
Ronnie Oakley

Paula James (M)
Gary James (O)

Judy Alford

05/20 Kim Riggs
Mike Hughes
Stacey McCorison
Treavor Hogarth

Ronnie Oakley (M)
Amelia Oakley (O)

Rob Hogarth

05/27 Emily Wike
Amelia Oakley
Ronnie Oakley
Jan Howe

Rusty Grimm (M)
Pam Boatright (O)

Barbara Snyder

11:00 Service
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