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Experience

NEW SERIES STARTING JANUARY 10 THRU FEBRUARY 7
DINNER AT 5:30, STUDY AT 6:30
CREED: WHAT CHRISTIANS BELIEVE AND
WHY * LED BY PASTOR ERIC * FLC 201
We’re all searching. Sometimes the search is easy:
simply type a question and the answer pops up. But
sometimes our questions are complicated, and the
answers are difficult to see and harder to articulate.
How do we discover and examine the truths that
give meaning and purpose to life? Adam Hamilton
believes that some powerful answers are contained
in the Apostles’ Creed, an early statement of foundational Christian beliefs. In this study, we will
explore not only what Christians believe, but also
why they believe, and why it matters, which in turn
leads us to confront and examine our own core beliefs and go beyond reciting the Creed’s familiar
words. For more information, contact Pastor Eric,
eric@aldersgate.org.
JOSEPH: THE JOURNEY TO FORGIVENESS
* LED BY LARA ROWLAND * FLC 206
This is a study open to all women and it will explore what God has to say to us about grace and
forgiveness through Joseph's story of trial and
triumph found in Genesis 37-50. As we study his
dreams, his betrayers, his dysfunctional family, his
struggle to forgive, and his journey toward reconciliation, we'll find truths that echo into our own personal situations as well as practical help for answering common questions, such as:
How do I stop dwelling on the hurt? Is forgiving
someone excusing what happened? When will I stop

having to re-forgive? Is there a difference between
forgiveness and reconciliation? How can I forgive
and still set boundaries? Is it ever okay not to forgive? This will be an exciting time of fellowship
and sharing for all women of the church. For more
info, contact Lara Rowland,
laragail03@hotmail.com.
FIVE MEANS OF GRACE: EXPERIENCING
GOD’S LOVE THE WESLEYAN WAY *
LED BY PASTOR BRYAN * WESLEY ROOM
John Wesley gave the Methodist movement a discipleship pathway to follow. Wesley began with
Three Simple Rules and followed this instruction a
year later with the Five Marks of a Methodist. Wesley observed the need for continuous renewal of relationships with God and others, so he established a
recurring annual process for God’s people to make
One Faithful Promise: The Wesleyan Covenant for
Renewal. The study, written by Elaine Heath, turns
to the practices at the center of Wesley’s understanding of spiritual growth: the means of grace.
These five means of grace are prayer, searching
scripture, receiving the Lord’s Supper, fasting, and
fellowship. Through this book/study, participants
will consider how each of the five means of grace
helps us as communities of faith to pray more deeply and live more missionally as followers of Jesus
Christ. For more info, contact Pastor Bryan, bryan@aldersgate.org .
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CONNECTING (CONNECT WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER)
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Thanks to my Church Family
from Lee King:
What a grand retirement party the Sunday School surprised me with
on my last day to serve as a Sunday School Superintendent, December 17. All of the children's classes gathered in the FLC; a beautiful
cake decorated by Catherine Fishback read, "Thank You, Lee"; and
lots of cards signed by many students of all ages were given to me.
Toward the end of the hour, as I picked up the attendance folders,
each adult class thanked me personally.
Besides all that, many of the folks exiting the two worship services congratulated me on my years of service, as
a result of Eric's announcement. All of it made me feel like royalty and like I had really done something great,
when I had just done a simple, routine job over many years.
It gave me pleasure to greet people coming in to Sunday School and to help the teachers do their important job
of teaching.
I wish to thank everyone, from the church staff, the Christian Formation Teams, the Sunday School staff and
students, and every single member of Aldersgate for the loving recognition of my humble efforts in the Sunday
School. I will now look forward to being a more consistent member of the Searchers Sunday School Class.
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Meet Our Newest Staff Member
Lydia Cauley
Director of Youth and Outreach
Hello friends! I am Lydia Cauley and I am so excited to be come part of Aldersgate United Methodist
Church. I have been a Methodist since I was born. My father, Rev. Dr. Marty Cauley, is a Methodist
Pastor and currently works for the North Carolina Conference. Being a preacher’s kid means I moved
around North Carolina throughout my life. I have lived as far west as Asheville and as far east as Swansboro. I actually went to high school at Charles E. Jordan High School, class of 2007! I
graduated from UNC-Asheville with a bachelors in drama, but I like to keep the drama on the stage and my focus was backstage.
After college, I worked as an AmeriCorps volunteer in Detroit for a year and a half
and got to work with an amazing group of young people there. I came back to NC and
received my masters of art in Christian Practice from Duke
Divinity in 2015. I love working with youth because they
always have the best questions! One of my favorite parts
about youth ministry is when we stumble upon a question that
we can't find the answer to, so we get to discover it together!
There are a few other things you may want to know about me. I am a little bit of a
nerd. I love Star W ars─I've seen The Last Jedi twice already. I have the dates for
movies like Infinity W ar, Han Solo, and Black Panther all marked on my calendar.
I like to read and currently my nonfiction book is Blood Brothers by Elias
Chacour and my fiction series is Shadow Hunters.
I am excited about being back in Durham and being able to explore all the
Triangle has to offer. I am all about a new experience or a restaurant with a fun
name! So if you have suggestions, let me know and I will start a list!
(Note from the editor: Lydia will be on staff beginning, Monday, January 8. You may contact
Lydia at lydia@aldersgate.org or 919-477-0509, x316.
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MUSIC NOTES
Please contact Nan de Andrade, Music
Minister, to learn more (nan@aldersgate.org).
THE NINTH ANNUAL EPIPHANY RING

Handbell Festival Concert - Sunday, Jan. 7, 2018 at 7 pm * Hosted by Aldersgate
and featuring 10 handbell ensembles from around the Triangle sharing massedringing and individual selections, this festival celebrates the music of the season.
Guest conductor is Mr. Ed Tompkins of Atlanta, GA. The concert is free; please
invite your friends and neighbors to come and enjoy.

CHANCEL CHOIR If you enjoyed our music
ministry this year, there’s something you can do that will make it even better – join
us in the loft! You’ll be able to hang out with some of AUMC’s best, let music help
you deepen your spiritual worship, grow in your music skills…and music is shown
to be a brain-builder and body-nourisher! We are excited about preparing for our
upcoming Broadway Night on Feb. 17. All voices are welcome and needed! Youth
are also invited! Rehearsals are on Wednesday evenings, from 7:30-9:00 pm in the
sanctuary, resuming on January 3.
DRAMA MINISTRY IS SCOUTING FOR TALENT! You’ve seen a couple of our Reader’s Theatre
contributions to worship in the past months, and we’re excited to see what 2018 will bring! We welcome anyone
interested in sharing short worship skits, monologues, or readers’ theatre to enhance worship to join our growing,
new Drama Ministry. Emily Wike, an excellent drama and arts programming teacher in our public schools is
helping us get this new ministry off the ground. We will be holding an interest/launch meeting for the new year
soon. If you are interested or have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Emily Wike at
ewemilycatherine21@gmail.com or Nan.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE! FOR KIDS Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 pm; resume on Jan. 10. Music

and Arts explorations each week! For Age 4 (Pre-K) to 5th graders. Led
by Nan de Andrade, assistants, and varied Worship Artists from our own
congregation! Assistants are needed to simply add more love and care for
the children as they learn. Please contact Nan if you’d like to hang out
with these beautiful little people!

Our children led us in very special ways this season, and we thank them
for their talents and time! PS: If you practice a worship art (if you do it
and it draws you to God, it’s a worship art!) that you could share with the
children for a few weeks, please contact Nan!

SACRED DANCERS Thanks to Jordan Field, our Dance Ministry director, for help-

ing our girls express their faith and love through this beautiful art. Girls of all ages are welcome into this ministry, which rehearses on Monday evenings. Another session will begin
in January. Please watch your E-blast or aldersgate.org for the next invite! Contact Jordan
at fieldj61688@yahoo.com for more information.
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JOYFUL NOISE RINGERS The JNR is an intermediate-level handbell

choir and can welcome new ringers (some music reading skills needed).
Rehearsals are Tuesdays at 7 pm. Please contact Sandra Reynolds, director,
at se.reynolds@yahoo.com or Nan if you’re interested in joining. We are grateful for the service and ministry of this wonderful group!

THREE CHEERS (IS THAT ENOUGH?)!
Celebrating Advent and Christmas at Aldersgate is a church-wide labor of love,
and this year, Aldersgate’s people raised the Christmas good news high and
often! Many thanks are due. Praise God for April Perry, who coordinated the
beautiful Nativity Display, Jordan Fields who led the Young Dancers and Sacred Dancers, Megan Andrews,
who helps our WNL children shine, Steve Wilfong for coordinating the brass quintet, for all of our talented
soloists and instrumentalists, and for our accompanist Stan Benton and tech team leader John Hall for going
way above-and-beyond for our cantata and many special performances and services. Many thanks go up as
well for our teams: Altar Guild, Set-up, Worship, and Love Feast Teams, Chancel Choir, Joyful Noise Ringers and WNL Masterpieces Choir and leaders, A-V, Ushers and Greeters, Lay Leaders, Choir meal providers,
Carolers, UM Men, Evangelism and Missions Committees, and AUMC ministry and support staff, for all the
time and talents you poured into making the 2017 season so meaningful for so many.
I love to share this poem by Howard Thurman – Now the Work of Christmas Begins
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and the princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.

CELEBRATING ONE YEAR WITH OUR ORGANIST-ACCOMPANIST,
STAN BENTON! This time last year, we were introducing our new organist, Stan Benton to Aldersgate.

He has been such a blessing that we’re celebrating his employment anniversary. Stan’s amazing talents,
easy-going personality, and generous service has made our music ministry stronger than ever. Philippians 1:3
to you, Stan Benton: “Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.”

A TRIP TO “WALK WHERE JESUS WALKED!” – NAN DE ANDRADE
A wonderful opportunity to visit the Holy Land came to me, and so I am joining a group from Holland's
UMC and Garner UMC, through Alpha Tours (led by Deacon Betty Ann Buckley) January 24-February 3.
Some of the sites we will be visiting are Bethlehem, Caesarea Philippi, Mt. of the Beatitudes, Capernaum, the
Sea of Galilee, the Mount of Olives, and of course, Jerusalem. I will be posting pictures and impressions
when possible on my Facebook page. I never even dreamed that I’d be able to go to the Holy Land, and I am
full of joyful anticipation and wonder at what it will be like for me. I don’t want to be a “tourist.” I want to
experience a “Pilgrimage” –that is, to journey to this holy place as an act of devotion. Please join me in
prayer that God will use this trip to deepen my faith and authenticity as a disciple of Christ (and prayer for
safety for our group as well!).
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CHOIR NEW YORK TRIP
A group of 16 from Aldersgate enjoyed an exciting week in New York City,
to sing at Carnegie Hall with Keith and Kristin Getty for their “An Irish
Christmas” worship celebration. Singing in the 240-voice choir were John
Hagaman, John Crose, Regina Whitaker, Jane Bahor, Betty Jane Upchurch,
Harper de Andrade, Joyce Mackin, Judy Alford, Rose Smith, Nancy Hargis,
Pattie Porter, and Nan de Andrade. The sold-out audience of 2,800 included
Alice Hagaman, Liz Crose, and two of Joyce’s adventuresome friends, Linda and Joyce. The joy and privilege of sharing the iconic Carnegie stage
with the Gettys and their band, as well as guest artists, world-renowned jazz
bassist, John Patitucci; Philadelphia Philharmonic Orchestra Concertmaster,
David Kim; and evangelical Christian author and radio host, Joni Eareckson
Tada was definitely a mountaintop experience as both musicians and as Christians. Worshipping together as
we sang carols such as “Silent Night” with the entire hall; powerfully witnessing to the gospel through the
modern-classic Getty hymns “In Christ Alone” and “O Savior of Our Fallen Race;” reveling in the perfect
strength of each of our choral sections on their featured parts; watching the professionalism of the artists onstage as they passed around solo breaks and swapped instruments or broke into Irish dancing; hearing Joni
preach from her heart in the Lessons and Carols half of the concert; having the surreal experience of looking
out into the packed Carnegie Hall and realizing that the audience was there to enjoy our performance…these
are some of the highlights of the night.
As well as two days of rehearsals and the Carnegie Hall performance,
we also did all we could in our free time to see Christmas in NYC. We
checked a lot off of our list of wanna-do’s: the 9-11 Memorial and Museum, the Downton Abbey exhibit, Christmas markets, Fifth Avenue
Saks and Macy’s window displays, caroling at Rockefeller Center,
Union Station, Central Park, Ellen’s Stardust Diner, Sardi’s and
Junior’s, the Russian Tea Room, city bus tours, and Broadways shows
(Lion King, Phantom of the Opera, Wicked, Radio City Christmas Spectacular, and more!) Altogether, an amazing week!
Our view from the stage

We’re grateful to our airport bus drivers, Pastors Eric and Bryan; to
Stan Benton and Jeanine Duke, who gave time to help us learn our music; and to Joyce Mackin, who fabulously took on the role of tour organizer. The December weather was blue skies and just warm enough, and
our airport experience was not as crazy as we thought it might be. Praise God, who helped us sing for Him
and kept us well, for safety in the air and on the streets, and most of all for bringing us back to our loved ones
in one piece. “There’s no place like home.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC8ydeWbYDc&list=RDFC8ydeWbYDc&t=47 for a sampling of “An
Irish Christmas” concert!

THE CHANCEL CHOIR IS PLANNING A NIGHT OF BROADWAY MUSIC AND DESSERTS. This
will be a fundraiser for scholarships to the choir for a music weekend at Lake Junaluska. Give Your
Regards To Broadway - Chancel Choir * ALDERSGATE on BROADWAY CASTING CALL! We welcome
anyone who would like to join us and share your talent. Deadline to sign up is January 14. Please mark your
calendars for Saturday, February 17. For more information, please see Nan or Debbie Sykes.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE MEALS…
NEEDS YOUR HELP!

If we wish to continue WNL Meals, we need groups
to sign up to sponsor the meals. We cu r r en t ly h a ve
January 24 and January 31open. Please contact Barbara
Atkinson if you need help with your menu.
habnc@hotmail.com.
Below are the menus currently sponsored for January.

January 3
January 10
January 17
January 24
January 31

Holiday—no meal
Breakfast for dinner, egg casserole, hash browns, fruit cup,
and biscuits (Sponsored by The Haiti Mission Team)
No Menu (Sponsored by The Youth Program)
No Sponsor
No Sponsor

Please contact Barbara Atkinson at habnc@hotmail.com for other open dates within
2018.

WANT TO GET TO KNOW SOME OF YOUR FELLOW
WORSHIPPERS OR MEET SOME FOLKS WHO ATTEND
THE “OTHER” SERVICE?
IF SO, PLEASE SIGN-UP FOR
“DINNER FOR EIGHT”
HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:
Groups of eight to twelve people (singles or couples) will be formed to
have a meal together once a month from January through May.
You choose whether you want to eat at restaurants or in homes, meet for lunch or dinner, and other variables.
Groups are formed based upon YOUR preferences! Each group will organize its dates and times and where
they want to meet. If you do not wish to drive, arrangements will be made to pick you up.
SIGN-UP SHEETS ARE AT THE WELCOME CENTERS. PLEASE SUBMIT BY JANUARY 14.
If you have any questions about the program, please contact Barbara Snyder at 919-818-0454 or
ncbarbra.snyder@gmail.

KNOWING (KNOW MORE ABOUT GOD, EACH OTHER, AND THE NEEDS
P AGE 9
OF THE WORLD)

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children’s Sunday School
January 7: The Visitors From the East, Matthew 2:1-12
January 14: A Voice in the Wilderness, Mark 1:9-11
January 21: Jesus and the Children, Matthew 19:13-15

Information Session:
January 21 at 4 pm in the Wesley Room
Confirmation is an opportunity for students 7th
grade and older to grow in their faith, learn more about God, profess their faith in Jesus, and
make a commitment to the church. We will hold an information session on January 21 at 4 pm
for interested youth and parents. We are still finalizing the full schedule for Confirmation.
Class sessions will most likely be held on Sunday afternoons before youth group, though we
will find the time that works best for all participants. We are also looking for adult mentors to
join us in this journey. For more information or to register, please contact Pastor Eric at
eric@aldersgate.org.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE FOR KIDS (We’ll resume on January
10.) Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 pm. Music and Arts explorations each
week! For Age 4 (Pre-K) to 5th graders. Led by Nan de Andrade,
assistants, and varied Worship Artists from our own congregation!
Assistants are needed to simply add more love and care for the children
as they learn. Please contact Nan if you’d like to hang out with these beautiful little people!
Our children led us in very special ways this season, and we thank them for their talents and
time! PS: If you practice a worship art (if you do it and it draws you to God, it’s a worship art!)
that you could share with the children for a few weeks, please contact Nan!
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SACRED STITCHES PRAYER MINISTRIES will meet on Sunday, January
7 at 3 pm in the Wesley Room.

We will have a guest, Peggy Morrell, who is a member of the organization,
Knitted Knockers.
She will tell us about her organization and teach us how to knit prostheses for breast
cancer survivors. There are also crochet patterns available. Please bring size 5 double
pointed knitting needles and thin yarn for practice.
For more information about this Ministry, please contact: www.knittedknockers.org or
Susan Parham at parham.susan@gmail.com.

THE MEN'S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
(TMBC) group will begin the new year with a new study.
Beginning Tuesday, January 2, 2018, we will look at grace in
the scriptures of the Old Testament, using a book by J. Ellsworth
Kalas titled
GRACE IN A TREE STUMP:
OLD TESTAMENT STORIES OF GOD'S LOVE
Christians often assume too sharp a distinction between the
Old and New Testaments, argues preacher, author, and teacher
J. Ellsworth Kalas. They are too quick to view the Old Testament
as a strict book of laws and commandments and the New Testament as a witness to grace. The God of the Old Testament is
misperceived as a God of wrath and judgment, while the God of
the New Testament is viewed as a God of love and mercy.
Using stories from the Old Testament, Kalas helps the reader see that grace has always been part of the character
of God and that the Old Testament demonstrates that fact in a variety of ways. The character of God has not
changed, says Kalas; it has always been grace filled.
One of the comments about this book shown on Amazon is: "If you enjoy Bible stories, you'll love Kalas's
wonderfully witty yet incisive style of presenting the often-overlooked ‘twist’ on a familiar subject. This book
was not only fun to read but made me stop and think twice about stories I thought I knew quite well."
Please join us for biscuits, coffee, fellowship, and a time of learning together as we explore the Scriptures
and how they relate to our discipleship journey. Our study begins on Tuesday, January 2 at 6:30 am in the
Wesley room. You may pick up a book on Sunday, December 31 fr om the table outside the chur ch office.
Questions? Contact John Hall at jahall@nc.rr.com.
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CELEBRATING LEE KING
On December 17, we had a surprise celebration for Lee King, our longtime Sunday School Superintendent. All of the Sunday School classes
offered words of thanks and appreciation, and our children and youth
gathered for a time of prayer, thanksgiving, and cake! December 17
was Lee’s last Sunday serving as Sunday School superintendent before
Melanie Copley will take on that role in January.
I asked Lee how long she had been serving in this role, and she said it
had been so long she couldn’t remember when she started. She began
serving because she wanted to see our Sunday School program grow
and because she wanted to support the teachers any way she could. And
I know she has kept doing this for at least 20 years if not more. What an
amazing example of selfless love and committed service! In her own words she says that she was “keeping
the wheels greased.” It may be something that you don’t always notice, but to keep the vehicle moving it is
absolutely necessary! It may be behind the scenes, but what a gift to our children and families to have someone so faithful, loving, and welcoming.
Over time, the superintendent role grew to 4 people rotating on a once-a-month basis. Lindsay Brown, Susan
Leonard, Krissy Snyder, and Melanie Copley will be our superintendents for 2018. They take turns greeting
people as they come to Sunday School, making sure teachers have what they need, taking attendance through
paper charts and our digital “kids check-in,” and collecting offering money from each class, among many
other things. We are very thankful for our superintendents and all those who make Sunday School a welcoming environment for our children, youth, and adults. And we are so thankful for Lee King and her inspiration
and support of Christian Formation at Aldersgate UMC. She has left a powerful legacy of love and service. It
makes me wonder where God might be calling each of us to share our gifts for the sake of the community
and the world. Thank you, Lee!
In Christ,
Pastor Eric

Lee and Burton King’s granddaughter, Julia King, has been accepted as a
medical missionary to Cusco, Peru, by Mission to the World. Julia is
currently a physical therapist at UNC Children’s Hospital in Chapel Hill
and is raising financial support for her mission work. The Aldersgate
community has an opportunity to join Julia’s team and support her both
financially and with prayer!
In Peru, Julia will oversee the physical therapy section of an established Christian medical clinic, ministering
primarily to the impoverished Quechua people of the Andes Mountains. She has learned how powerful touch
can be in developing relationships, sharing the gospel, and healing. Julia’s heart is to help the physically
handicapped, often considered “the least of these,” feel recognized, loved and able to participate in life and
society.
This self-sustaining clinic is part of a larger mission that includes a children’s home, church plant, campus
outreach programs, and training medical students. Julia also will be involved with these initiatives.
Julia would welcome an opportunity to speak with you personally about her calling and her plans.
Please email her at juliaking08@gmail.com to set up a time. Thank you for your interest in joining her team
financially and prayerfully!
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COUCH TO 5K * STARTING JANUARY 7 AT 2:00 PM
Pastor Eric will lead an 8-week couch to 5k training program in the new
year. No experience or fitness is required! Walkers are welcome, too.
We will gather together for training on Sunday afternoons and possibly
Tuesday early evening as well. Each week we will start with a short
devotion and prayer followed by running and walking on the track or in
the gym. Training plans are available for all levels of runners/walkers.
For beginners, plans will begin with a combination of walking and running and will build into more running as the weeks progress. Our goal race is the Florence Forth 5k/10k
on Saturday March 3, 2018. Kids are welcome under parental supervision.
RACE SIGN UP * To run in the race, you must register online. Even if you don’t train with us, you
are welcome to join our team and run on race day. To register for the race, the cost is $25 before
January 5, increasing by $5 each month until race day. So sign up ASAP for the best deal. Also, the
organizers have graciously provided us with a $5 discount code: just type “aldersgate” as the coupon
code. Our team name is Aldersgate UMC. Sign up using this link https://runsignup.com/Race/Register/
RaceGroup-424866?raceId=17636 or navigate from florenceforth.org.
CHEER US ON * If you don’t run and still want to cheer us on, we will have a special cheer section
on the course. If you have friends or family running, this is a great way to support them without having
to run the race yourself. Let’s make a lot of noise for our Aldersgate team!
KIDS RACE: There are kids’ activities and a kids’ cape dash after the race, so it will be fun for the
whole family.
ABOUT THE FLORENCE FORTH ROAD RACE * Florence Forth was started by Leslie and
Will McDow who lost their daughter Florence on March 4, 2012 after a long battle with autoimmune
encephalitis. Florence was a healthy, vibrant 2-year-old when the first symptoms of AE emerged. Over
the next four years, the disease caused neurological complications and developmental delays. The
search for a diagnosis and eventually a treatment lead to the realization of the need for increased awareness, improved clinical care, and expanded research.
Along with Florence’s sister Laura, the McDow’s named the race
Florence Forth to commemorate the day that six-year-old Florence
died – March Fourth. Inspired by “the day that is also a command,”
they heard a charge to accelerate the search for a cure, provide care to
affected families, and form a community of collaboration and concern.
It was through this command to Florence Forth that the Autoimmune
Encephalitis Alliance was organized.

Florence Forth

P AGE 13

LOVING (Love God Through Worship and Love Our Neighbor
Through Service)

Sunday
Morning
Worship
Sunday Morning Worship
8:30 and 11:00 Worship Services

1/7

“Baptism: The Waters of Grace”
(Mark 1:4-11)
Pastor Bryan

1/14

“Listening Well”
(I Samuel 3:1-10)

1/21
1/28

Pastor Bryan
Lisa Brown Cole

“Holy Conversation”
(1 Corinthians 8:1-13) Pastor Bryan

Covenant Bible Study * Sunday evenings in January from 5:30-7:00 pm. Cove-

nant is an in-depth group Bible study in which participants read and discuss the Bible
together, learning how to love God—and each other—better. Three 8-episode segments each explore a different aspect of Covenant life. Each will examine what Covenant means and the progression of a Covenant relationship with God.

We will have an intro session on January 21 at 5:30 pm. The first 8-week block will
follow from January 28-March 18 and will meet from 5:30-7:00 pm in the Wesley
Room. This class will be facilitated by Pastor Eric, Barbara Atkinson, and Sandra
Reynolds.

P AGE 14

PRIMETIMERS meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 11:45 in the
Wesley room. It is open to ALL people and friends of the Church who are 50+.

January 4th, we will fellowship and maybe play some games. Bring a dish to share for a
potluck; dessert and beverages will be provided.
January 18, Eric Prenshaw will give a presentation on his recent trip to Italy. Bring your
own salad or sandwich; dessert and beverages will be provided.

MONDAY EVENING * CARING FOR THE CAREGIVER
Caring for the Caregiver meets the 2nd Monday each month at 7:00 pm and is led by
Sandra Reynolds. This is a class for those caring for loved ones of any age. Learn,
share, and walk with others through this difficult journey. The next gathering is
Monday, January 8 at 7:00 pm in the Family Life Center, Room 210.

URBAN MINISTRIES NEEDS: (SEE BELOW) ALL ITEMS SHOULD
BE PLACED INSIDE THE COLLECTION CLOSET ACROSS FROM THE
WESLEY ROOM.
Financial donations are also accepted.

CANNED FOOD NEEDS FOR JANUARY: canned fruit, shelf-stable milk, and soup.
URBAN MINISTRIES ALSO NEEDS EMPTY PLASTIC LAUNDRY
DETERGENT BOTTLES. Ther e is a need for laundr y deter gent, and
we have a recipe that will make it for just pennies on the dollar.

ATTENTION LADIES OF THE CHURCH
LADIES WHO LUNCH * If you are a lady of the church, retired or otherwise, and
available to go to lunch on a Friday, please join us! We will be gathering at a local
cafeteria on the second Friday of every other month to have lunch and just enjoy each
other’s company!
We will carpool so that we don't all have to drive to the destination. If you need a ride
from home, call Judy Alford at 919-210-4146.
The next luncheon will be Friday, January 12 at C & H Cafeteria, Northgate Mall. So
mark your calendar “Ladies Who Lunch,” and let’s do lunch!
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GROWING (GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST AND AS A FAITHFUL
COMMUNITY CALLED THE CHURCH)

Thank you for helping light a fire to burn the
church loan paperwork.
Six years ago, Aldersgate renovated the parsonage master
bathroom: added the columbarium, the athletic field, and
additional parking at the Church: and finished the youth
and scout rooms in the Family Life Center. At that time,
we had a bank loan of $1.3 million.

As of now, our loan balance is $0 K. We met our
goal to pay off the loan by the end of December !

A big thank you for the generosity of the Aldersgate people.

Lent 2018
Expressions of Love (Lenten Devotions)
Lent is the period of 40 days before Easter (excluding Sundays). It begins on Ash Wednesday
(February 14) and ends at sundown on Holy Saturday (March 31), the evening before Easter
(Sunday, April 1).
During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation, self-reflection, and repentance when we seek
to literally “turn around” and realign our lives and focus toward God. It is a time to give up
things as well as take on new life-giving practices, helping us rid ourselves of distractions and
our own selfish desires. By doing so, we seek to live and love as more faithful disciples of Jesus
Christ.
For several years, we have published a Lenten Devotional Book to be read during the 40 days
of Lent. We have had different themes for these devotionals that are mostly written by our
congregation.
What are the different types of things that bring you closer to The Cross during the Lenten
Season?
This year, we would like to expand our themes to include all aspects of expressions to include
your images, your original artwork (including drawings or coloring), poems, short devotions, or
any area of your expressions that make you feel closer to God. Please give a brief explanation as
to what you see or feel about your entry. We will make daily posting of these expression on the
wall outside the Wesley Room as well as in a daily morning email.
If any of your selections are NOT your own, please make sure that you have permission to
reprint what you have chosen.
Please email your “EXPRESSIONS OF LOVE” to Holly Hall * holly@aldersgate.org by
SUNDAY, JANUARY 28TH. YOU MAY SUBMIT MORE THAN ONE (REMEMBER WE
NEED 40!)
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Nursery Ministry
E ACH S UNDAY M ORNING
Nursery teachers are:
Lynn Wilfong, Ellen Whisnant, and Dawn Eckhoff

AcolyteS
8:30 AM SERVICE
01/07
01/14
01/21
01/28

Kaylee Eckhoff
Regan Andrews
Danielle Nixon
Margaret Ann Healy

11:00 AM SERVICE
01/07
01/14
01/21
01/28

Liam Hogarth, Meadow Snyder
Corey Copley
McKayle Nye, Kaylee Eckhoff
Jonathon Thomas

An acolyte is a person who assists the presiding
minister/pastor in worship and carries out
certain duties, including candle lighting, carrying
the processional cross, and holding or getting items
the pastor needs at baptisms, Holy Communion,
and other worship acts. Acolytes may be children,
youth, and adults.

Altar Guild
Cynthia Bell
Sharon MacLaurin

Altar Guild assures the worship
space and supporting materials are
prepared for worship.

Trustees for January
Gary James

Trustees are Christian stewards of the property God
has entrusted to the congregation. Effective trustees
supervise and maintain the property of the congregation to ensure that disciple-making ministries of the
congregation are effective and that local legal requirements related to the property are satisfied.
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JANUARY LAY ASSISTAN TS

USHERS

GREETERS

LAY READER

01/07 Chick Hinton
Richard Riggsbee
Katherine Siler
Mary Tom Roberts

Carol Brese (M)
Dave Brese (O)

Richard King

01/14 Paul Jones
Linda Jones
John Field
Jackie Roberts

Sharon MacLaurin (M)
Norma Roberts (O)

Mary Taylor

01/21 Phil Stancil
George Carver
Regina Carver
Chick Hinton

Pat Stancil (M)
Richard Riggsbee (O)

Sharon MacLaurin

01/28 Doug Taylor
Kathy Chmielewski
Carl Chmielewski
Mary Taylor

Linda Jones (M)
Paul Jones (O)

Kathy Chmielewski

01/07 Bill Smith
Pam Boatright
Michele Tucker
Paula Veasey

Sarah Walker (M)
Brent Walker (O)

Ronnie Oakley

01/14 Ginger Hawkins
Sarah Walker
Carl Chelette
Ronnie Oakley

Paula James (M)
Gary James (O)

Paula Veasey

01/21 Kim Riggs
Mike Hughes
Jan Howe
Treavor Hogarth

Nancy Gaither (M)
Liz Crose (O)

Rob Hogarth

01/28 Emily Wike
Amelia Oakley
Ronnie Oakley
Lynn Baird

Carol Newman (M)
Paula Veasey (O)

Steve Wilfong

8:30 Service

11:00 Service
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