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Experience
Advent
Advent comes from the Latin word, adventus, meaning
"coming." It is a season to prepare for the coming of Christ
in various meanings: the promised coming of the Messiah to
the Jews, the coming of Jesus being born in Bethlehem, the
promised return of the risen Christ in final victory, and the
continual coming of Christ into the lives and hearts of believers.
THE ADVENT WREATH, four candles on a wreath of
evergreen, is shaped in a perfect circle to symbolize the
eternity of God. In some churches, four purple candles, one
for each week in Advent, are used with one larger white
candle in the middle as the Christ candle. The Advent wreath
began in the time of the Protestant reformer Martin Luther.

Image courtesy of Wikimedia Commons
The Star of Bethlehem, watercolor by Edward Burne-Jones,
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery.

During each Sunday of the Advent season, we focus on one of the four virtues Jesus brings us: HOPE, LOVE,
JOY AND PEACE. THE CHRIST CANDLE is lit on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day reminding Christians
that Jesus is the light of the world. The order and exact wording vary among churches, but the wreath continually reminds us of whom we are called to be as followers of Jesus.

Five things you may not know about Christmas
1. John Wesley never published a Christmas sermon * John Wesley’s Methodist movement began in England during
those 200 years of Christmas suppression. As a result, there is no evidence they celebrated Christmas other
than with a special worship service.
2. Charles Wesley wrote a popular Christmas song * John Wesley never published a Christmas sermon, but his hymn-writing
brother Charles wrote songs for the season from the very beginning. The first Methodist hymnbook, Hymns and Sacred
Poems (1739), includes Charles’ “Hymn for Christmas-Day.” The song begins, “Hark how all the welkin rings, ‘Glory to the
King of kings.’” Another Methodist preacher would change the opening line to words we know much better, “Hark! the
Herald Angel Sings.”
3. Nativities are filled with symbolism * the baby Jesus figurine sometimes has outstretched arms, despite the angels’ words to
the shepherds that they would find him “swaddled and lying in a manger.” The open arms are a sign of welcome, an invitation
to receive the salvation we know in Christ. Other elements like animals, trees, and wells also have symbolic significance. Read
“Nativity scenes: More than meets the eye” to learn more about your nativity set : http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/fivethings-you-may-not-know-about-christmas
4. Joseph and Mary’s journey * It may surprise even those who have been Christians for years, to learn how little we know
about the man who raised Jesus. Joseph is only mentioned in 16 verses in the Bible and none of his words are recorded. The Bible
tells us only two things definitively. His dad’s name was Jacob, and he worked as a craftsman, probably a woodworker.
5. Red kettles have United Methodist links * When Christmas shopping, many encounter the red kettles and ringing bells of The
Salvation Army. Not all will know that the Salvation Army has Methodist roots. William Booth, a Methodist minister, started
The Salvation Army in London in 1865. His passion for reaching the poor, homeless, and hungry with gospel of Jesus Christ led
him to open a mission to meet people’s physical needs. That mission continues to grow today. (from umc.org website)
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CONNECTING (CONNECT WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER)
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Fisher Medlyn
Reagan Thomas
Grace Vincent
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URBAN MINISTRIES NEEDS:
(SEE BELOW)
ALL ITEMS SHOULD BE PLACED INSIDE THE
COLLECTION CLOSET ACROSS FROM THE WESLEY
ROOM. Financial donations are also accepted .
CANNED FOOD NEEDS FOR DECEMBER: CANNED PASTA, CANNED FRUIT & RICE
EMPTY PLASTIC LAUNDRY DETERGENT BOTTLES. There is a need for laundry
detergent, and we have a recipe that will make it for just pennies on the dollar.

12/5
12/12
12/19
12/26

Salisbury Steak, Potatoes, Veggies, Salad and Desserts sponsored by
Helping Hands
Herb Roasted Pork Loin, Oven Potatoes, Broccoli with Carrots, Salad,
and Desserts sponsored by Haiti
NO MEAL
NO MEAL
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Dates to remember:
Sunday 2nd * 1st Sunday in Advent *Chrismon/Hanging of the Greens Service at
both Worship Services, 8:30 & 11:00 am
Bull City Youth 4-6pm, Advent Series
Saturday 8th * Help with the United Methodist Men with the Christmas Tree lot,
more information above
Sunday 9th * 2nd Sunday in Advent, Commuion Sunday at both Worship Services,
8:30 & 11:00 am
Bull City Youth 4-6pm, Advent Series
Saturday 15th * Bull City Youth Christmas Party, location TBD
Sunday 16th * 3rd Sunday in Advent, Christmas Cantata at both Worship Services,
8:30 & 11:00 am
Bull City Youth 4-6pm, Advent Series
The Christmas Lovefeast, 6:30pm, Family Life Center
Wednesday 19th * No Wednesday Night Live
Sunday 23rd * 4th Sunday in Advent, regular Worship Services at 8:30 & 11:00am.
No Sunday School
No Bull City Youth
Monday 24th * Family "No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant" at 4pm
Communion and Candelight Christmas Eve services at 7:00 and 11:00 pm
Tuesday 25th* MERRY CHRISTMAS
Wednesday 26th * No Wednesday Night Live
Sunday 31st * One Service at 11:00 am, Lessons and Carols Service in the Sanctuary
No Sunday School
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A TIME OF JOY ANTICIPATION
Throughout the
season of advent,
Bull City Youth
will be looking at
some classic
Christmas songs,
talking about
characters in the
Christmas story,
and finding joy and excitement in this time of waiting for
Christmas. We will also be creating our own Advent wreath.
I also want to pose a challenge to all of our students, their
families, and all of my Aldersgate United Methodist Church
family. I challenge you to spend a moment in scripture in order
to observe a moment of joyful anticipation for the coming of
Jesus. I will make the scripture part easy! I will send out a
scripture each day throughout the season of Advent. If you would like to receive this scripture a day
please text @advent2k18 to 81010.

GIVE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GIFT THIS CHRISTMAS!
Parents and students, as you begin to make your wish list for
Christmas I have something for you to consider. Amongst
the electronics, new cloths, and new shoes consider adding a
camp or retreat to your list. During the spring and summer
of 2019 Bull City Youth has some pretty awesome missions,
retreats, and camps available and maybe instead of just getting stuff you could also get a life changing, faith building,
friend making experience. LIKE….
Mission retreat February 15-17, 2019 SOW Rite at the
Refuge: SOW (Serving Others Well) Rite is a weekend at
The Refuge being in mission with those in Eastern NC. We
will arrive together, and worship together, but for our work
we will be split into small groups and are then sent out to
team up with area ministries to serve. We will be the hands
and feet of Jesus in many different ways! What a wonderful
way to grow in faith and missions, while getting to meet other brothers and sisters in Christ. (Price
$110) Sign up here
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Save for “Samuel” …………………………………………..

KNOWING (KNOW MORE ABOUT GOD, EACH OTHER, AND THE NEEDS OF
P AGE 7
THE WORLD)

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR DECEMBER
December Theme: Celebrate Advent With Your Family
In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior. —Luke 1:47
Dec. 2: Elizabeth and Zechariah: Luke 1:5-25
Dec. 9: Mary: Luke 1:26-28
Dec. 16: Mary and Elizabeth: Luke 1:39-66
Dec. 23: NO Sunday School
Dec. 30: NO Sunday School

WEEKDAY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS:
All programs are at 10:30 AM
2-year-old classes: Tuesday, Dec. 11
3-year-old classes: Wednesday, Dec. 12
4-year-old classes: Thursday, Dec. 13
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…….CHRISTMAS!
Our Aldersgate
Family has responded
greatly with love and
contributions to those
less fortunate through
various Community
Missions Programs.
This year, these programs will be referred
to as “Aldersgate’s
Community Christmas
Outreach Programs.”
Your contributions
through Christmas gifts and monetary gifts can
be directed through the program of your choice.

This will be when information will be found
on displays in the Narthex. Also, a link to a

web-based sign-up will be available from the
aldersgate.org web site.
One of these programs that has become very
familiar to each of us at Aldersgate is Share
Your Christmas. Share Your Christmas is
sponsored by the Durham County Department
of Social Services and provides needy families
with gifts of NEW clothing, toys, and needed
household items. This year, Aldersgate will
sponsor approximately 20 families totaling
about 75 individuals. Individuals or entire
families can be sponsored by signing up on
forms that will be posted on a board in the
Narthex and online.
Suggested spending limits are $60 per family
member. In addition, contributions of $50 cash
will supply each family with a Christmas Food
Basket.

MORAVIAN LOVEFEAST * Sunday, December 16th
What is a Lovefeast? A Lovefeast service is a service dedicated to Christian love and is most
famously practiced by the Moravians. It has become an Aldersgate Christmas tradition over the
past 37 years.
The Lovefeast at Aldersgate is based on the traditional Moravian Lovefeast first celebrated near
Winston-Salem at Bethabara (1753) and Old Salem (1766). The buns are from the same baker that
makes buns for Moravian churches in Winston-Salem. The candles are made by the women of
Home Moravian Church. The coffee is based on the recipe used for many years by Immanuel
Moravian Church.

Invite your family, friends, and neighbors to come and celebrate this beautiful Christmas
tradition on Sunday December 16th at 6:30 pm in the Family Life Center.
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…….CHRISTMAS!
The Reindeer Store deadline is December 2
THE REINDEER STORE at Central Regional Hospital provides patients with an opportunity to purchase gifts
for themselves and their families for Christmas. The Reindeer Store is an in-house shopping experience for
patients who will remain hospitalized during the Christmas holidays. This experience is complete with all the
sights and sounds of the holiday—bustling crowds, Christmas carols, Santa, and shopping.
CENTRAL REGIONAL HOSPITAL is a psychiatric hospital located in Butner, NC. It serves children (ages
5-11) from all ONE HUNDRED counties in the state and adolescent and adult patients from 25 counties, including Durham County.
YOUR DONATIONS to The Reindeer Store allow a mom who will not be home for Christmas to select toys for
her 2 little children, a grandfather diagnosed with Alzheimer’s to select a remote control race car for his young
grandson, or a little boy to find just the right necklace for his mom and a basketball for himself. Patients shop
new items donated by generous caring friends, like you. “Reindeer Bucks,” a paper punch card with no actual
cash value, is the only currency allowed.
THE ALDERSGATE SUPPORT of the Reindeer Store has been invaluable in providing this positive “best day
of the year” experience for people suffering from mental illness. In recent years, the Reindeer Store ran out of
toys before all patients had shopped. When our Aldersgate friends heard this, they assured us there would be
plenty of gifts for the children, the moms, the dads, and the grandparents to shop next year. Thank you for your
generous support, which ensures there are plenty of gifts for all patients to experience the joy of giving.
HOW CAN YOU HELP? Most-needed new items include remote control cars, basketballs, footballs, soccer
balls, personal radios, head phones, Pillow Pets, clothing, jewelry, and G/PG-rated movies. For patient safety,
no glass or aerosols. Please place your donations in the Collection Closet outside the Wesley Room. The deadline is DECEMBER 2nd.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, contact Anne Finch at annefinch@nc.rr.com or 919-818-8376 or Jane Bahor at
janebahor@gmail.com or 919-698-6634.

GIFT SUGGESTIONS: New Items Only
Baby Dolls-soft
Footballs
Remote Control Cars
Basketballs
Color/Paint By Number Items
Soccer Balls
Barbie Dolls/Clothes
Nerf Balls (all types)
Board Games-Connect 4, Jenga, Trouble
Cards- UNO, SkipBo, Playing
Stuffed Animals

Electronic Handheld game
Star Wars themed items
Matchbox Cars
Legos
Action Figures/Hero (non-violent)
Play Doh
Coloring Books/Crayons
Seek & Find Books (Waldo)
We are unable to accept guns, violent toys or
glass (i.e. marbles)
Thank you for supporting Reindeer Toy Store!
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…….CHRISTMAS!
CHRISTMAS TREE SALES: Supporting Missions in Durham and Worldwide
Aldersgate United Methodist Men have been hosting Christmas tree sales for many years as an
annual tradition. What started as a way to fund the operating budget of the church (when the church
was located at the corner of Duke and Horton) has continued into an annual month-long project. This
church-wide ministry not only funds our missions and activities, but strengthens our outreach into the
local community.
All profits from our tree sales go directly to support missions and activities in our church or
sponsored by our church. WE’VE USED PROCEEDS FROM OUR TREE SALES FOR
PROJECTS SUCH AS
Handrails for the sanctuary
Repair of the church sanctuary ceiling
A video switcher for the sanctuary

Support of youth, national, and international mission teams
Hurricane relief
Paving the church parking lot
Kitchen equipment for the Family Life Center
Service dog for a church member
Scouting at Aldersgate
Umbrellas for use by the congregation
Contributions to the church operating budget
Each year, we mail discount coupons to our customers throughout the local community. When
neighbors visit the tree lot, we extend an invitation for them to worship with us. Each tree purchase
includes an information card, containing all the regular and holiday worship times and activities
during the Advent and Christmas season. It’s worth noting that several families have joined the
church after initially encountering us through their tree purchase.
While this activity is sponsored by the United Methodist Men, this is indeed a church-wide event.
Individuals, families, small groups, and Sunday School classes throughout the church join in by
participating in staffing the tree lot. Troop 400, sponsored by Aldersgate, contributes by taking a
weeknight shift at the tree lot. One profound impact of the tree sales has been the camaraderie and
fellowship that develops among church volunteers working together, hanging around the fire barrel,
and forming new friendships during an afternoon or evening on the tree lot.
Our United Methodist Men are grateful for the support of our church family and community through
the years. Your purchase of a Christmas Tree from Aldersgate helps us continue this mission. If you
would like to be a part of this mission, you can sign up for a shift or two online by clicking HERE or
on the signup board located in the church narthex beside the welcome center.
COME BUY A CHRISTMAS TREE! Over 220 Christmas trees, various sizes and prices!
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IT’S BEGINNING TO LOOK A LOT LIKE…….CHRISTMAS!

LOVING (LOVE GOD THROUGH WORSHIP, AND LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR
THROUGH SERVICE)
P AGE 12

our campus safe.

The Safety Team needs your help! We are currently looking for
volunteers to join the team and support the ministry of AUMC. You
might have seen us walking the halls during services or monitoring
the security cameras in the FLC. However, we do so much more
than keeping the campus safe. Over the past year, we have helped
give directions to visitors, handed out cough drops, helped with
Kids Own Worship, found loved ones during a service, and even
stopped a few people from selling cars in the parking lot during
church. We need more volunteers to support this ministry and keep

The Safety Team is in need of 6 additional members to support our operation. We need
men and women of all ages. We have found that the more diverse our teams are the
better we can serve. This ministry does have a few physical requirements such as
walking and climbing stairs.
So if you are interested in seeing a whole new side of worship, please contact
Brandon Mitchell (Brmitch102@gmail.com) or Matt Riggs (mattriggs10@gmail.com)
to learn more.

Dear Aldersgate Family,
Thank you so much for the “Sharing the Love” carnation
bouquet. How very sweet and caring!
Thanks again, you made my day!
Carol Lowans

Dear Aldersgate Family,
Thank you for your many kid expressions of love and compassion. Your calls, cards, notes, visits, prayers meant a great
deal to Ed and me during his illnesses and have sustained me
since his death. You have surrounded our family and me with
Christian love. We are blessed and give thanks.
Alice Osteen.
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CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS: CHRISMON ORNAMENTS
Handmade Christmas Tree Ornaments have been popular since the first Christmas Trees were used in
sixteenth century Europe. A fairly recent innovation to this practice in the last half century is to use
various traditional symbols of the Christian Faith as the motif of the ornaments. Some of the traditional symbols of Christianity are monograms composed of various combinations of letters of the
name Christ or titles for Jesus. They are sometimes called Christograms or Chrismons™. An early
example is the Chi-Rho monogram, composed of the first two letters in Greek of the word (Gk: chi, X
= ch; rho, P = r).
These monograms and other symbols, such as the sign of the fish, were in use early in the first centuries of the church as secret symbols of Christianity. However, the symbols became popular in the
fourth century AD when the Roman emperor Constantine, after his conversion to Christianity,
adapted the Chi-Rho monogram as his military ensign.
These ornaments are a creative way to use these ancient symbols at. The practice of creating and using the ornaments has spread and is becoming an increasingly popular way for families and churches
to retain a sense of the sacred amid the secularization of this important Christian holiday.
Not only areornaments made by individuals for personal or family Christmas Trees, increasingly they
are community projects. In many cases, a church will have a Christmas Tree in which members of
the congregation make the symbol ornaments for the tree. In some churches, this is combined with
theTree, and becomes a project for the children of the church during the entire season of.
The primary colors of the ornaments should be the liturgical colors of Christmas, white (or silver) and
gold (seeColors of the Church Year). Beyond that, they can be made from a variety of materials with
a range of traditional Christian symbols limited only by the creativity of the person making them. The
cross stitch examples pictured here were made by both Catholic and Protestant members of the Hill
Air Force Base Chapel, Layton Utah, for the Base Chapel’s Christmas Tree.
Pictured below are only a small selection of the symbols that can be incorporated into these ornaments (click images for larger graphic). (Written by Dennis Bratcher)
You are invited to Aldersgate Chrismon & Hanging of the Green Service, on Sunday Morning
December 2nd
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The Meaning of Chrismons
Fish - Ancient symbol for Christians. It was a secret sign during the persecution
of early Christians.

Latin Cross - Most familiar symbol of Jesus’ sacrifice for us.

Star of David, or Creator’s Star - This represents the 6 days of creation and also
is a reminder that Jesus was a descendant of King David.

Angels - Angels heralded the news of the birth of the Savior.

Iota - Chi - The first letter in the Greek words for Jesus Christ.

Eternity - The cross surrounded by the never-ending circle represents the everlasting
life we have in Christ.

The Descending Dove - This is a symbol of the Holy Spirit.

Triquetra and Circle - Triquetra is a symbol of the Trinity. The circle is a symbol
of eternity.

The Three Circles Intertwining - This Chrismon symbolizes the eternal quality of the
Trinity since the circle has no apparent beginning or ending. Each circle represents
The Father, The Son, or The Holy Spirit.
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Dec. 1

Advent Reflection Day, 8:00 am Sanctuary/Wesley Room

Dec. 2

1st Sunday of Advent * Chrismon/Hanging of the Greens Service at both
Sunday Worship Services, 8:30 & 11:00 am (note time change for Chrismon)

Dec. 9

2nd Sunday in Advent, Communion Sunday, Sunday Worship, 8:30 & 11:00 am

Dec. 16

3rd Sunday in Advent, Christmas Cantata at 8:30 & 11:00 am worship service
The Christmas Lovefeast, 6:30 pm, Family Life Center

Dec. 23

4th Sunday in Advent, regular Sunday Worship, 8:30 & 11:00 am

Dec. 24

Christmas Eve 4:00 pm - Family “No Rehearsal Christmas Pageant”
7:00 and 11:00 pm Communion and Candlelight

Dec. 31

11:00 am (one service) Lessons and Carols Service in the Sanctuary

ADVENT REFLECTION DAY
One of the best ways to experience the true joy of
Christmas is to use the time of Advent to prepare our hearts
and minds to receive the greatest gifts of love – Jesus
Christ! You are invited to an Advent Reflection Day on
Saturday, December 1st, from 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Check
in and refreshments will begin at 8:45 a.m. in the Wesley
room. Our theme for the day will be “Expectant Waiting.”
We will look at scripture, along with having some time for
reflection and sharing. This is a great opportunity to make
this a truly Christ-centered Christmas. Just as we prepare our home when we are expecting
guests, this is your opportunity to take some time out and prepare your hearts for celebrating
the birth of the Messiah.
Wear comfortable clothes, bring your Bible and a notebook and come experience the joy of
Advent.
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Advent Wednesday Night Live * “Becoming a Godbearer”
NOV. 28, DEC 5, DEC 12 * All adults meet in the Sanctuary.

Together we will sing, pray, listen, and learn as we host guest speakers
each week.
“BECOMING A GODBEARER” * In the Annunciation story, the
angel Gabriel appears to an unsuspecting teenage girl named Mary and
invites her to participate in God’s plan to save the world. Mary responds by saying yes to this awesome invitation, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word” (Luke 1:38).
Mary’s call to ministry was to bear Jesus, the Son of God, into the
world. As Kenda Creasy Dean writes in her book, The Godbearing
Herman Richir (1866-1942), “La Madone”
Life, “The Eastern Orthodox tradition calls Mary Theotokos, or
'Godbearer’ because she (quite literally) brought God into the
world…While God does not ask any of us to bring Christ into the world as literally as did Mary, God calls
each of us to become a Godbearer through whom God may enter the world again and again” (pages 17-18
in the study book.) What is God’s invitation to us and how will we respond? How can we too bear the presence of God in our everyday lives in all we say, in all we do, and to whom all we meet? How can Mary’s
response, “let it be with me according to your world,” resonate in our lives as well?
NOVEMBER 28, 2018 * REV. CRYSTAL DESVIGNES * Rev. Crystal DesVignes is one of the pastors
of CityWell UMC, located in the Lakewood neighborhood in Durham. She attended Duke Divinity
School, and is thankful to be back in Durham and to reconnect with much of the organizing work that is
going on in the community. Her interests lie at the intersections of Womanist theology, racial reconciliation, and Wesleyan discipleship. She has a strong background in politics and government which has
shaped her understanding of social justice and community organizing that she practices in her ministry. She
also has a passion for liturgical dance that informs her teaching and preaching. For Crystal, love must be
the ethic by which we conduct ourselves in all matters. As the Gospel of John says, “By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” Her favorite book of the Bible is Revelation
(because it is a love story). She enjoys a good cup of coffee in the morning and spending time with her seven year old son Mark, especially eating ice cream together
DECEMBER 5, 2018 * REV. JESSIE LARKINS * The Reverend Jessie Larkins grew up at Aldersgate
UMC in Chapel Hill, NC where she learned how to love Christ and the life of the church. She attended college at UNC-Asheville where she met her husband David while studying Math and French. Following college, Jessie served for a year with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps, a young adult service year. In this year she
came alongside battered women and children in an emergency domestic violence shelter. Her experience of
injustice and the silence of the church pushed her back to NC for seminary at Duke Divinity School. Jessie
has served churches around the Durham area as an associate and solo pastor and currently serves as the Assistant to the District Superintendent for the Corridor District. Jessie’s other vocation is to be the mother of
Elijah and Noah and wife to David. They love living in Durham, enjoying the culture of the local community, and engaging with their neighbors to ensure that Durham is a great place for ALL people.
DECEMBER 12, 2018 * REV. LAURA THOMPSON * Rev. Laura Thompson is a NC native from Kinston, otherwise known as “down East” – the land of vinegar barbeque, back porches, and Pepsi Cola. She
graduated with a BA in Religion from Mount Olive College and from Union Presbyterian Seminary in
Richmond with a Masters of Divinity. She is an ordained elder in the North Carolina Conference of the
United Methodist Church serving as the pastor at Pleasant Green UMC. In her free time, Laura enjoys
being outdoors especially at the Eno, running, reading, visiting family and friends, playing sports, and
watching NC State football.
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WHAT IS SPIRITUAL DIRECTION?

Thomas Merton says “The whole purpose of
spiritual direction is to penetrate beneath the
surface of a man’s life, to get behind the
façade of conventional gestures and attitudes
which he presents to the world, and to bring
out his inner spiritual freedom, his inmost
truth, which is what we call the likeness of
Christ in his soul.”
Spiritual direction involves a process through which one person helps another person
understand what God is doing and saying. This is done by meeting with a spiritual
director on a regular basis (usually once a month) to explore together the ways God is
present in their everyday life. It can be a place where a person’s prayer life is reviewed
or it can also be a time when spiritual questions are given the time and space to be examined. Others enter into spiritual direction at a crossroads in their life when they are discerning a vocational change or seeking to figure out God’s will for their lives at this time.
If you would like more information on spiritual direction you may contact Barbara
Atkinson at 919 638-5711 or habnc@hotmailcom.

Dec. 24th, Christmas Eve Services - Family Worship Service begins at 4:00 pm. This is a
“No-rehearsal Christmas pageant” for the entire family.
Two Traditional Christmas Eve Worship Services at 7:00 & 11:00 pm include Communion and Candlelight. All worship services are held in the Sanctuary.
Dec. 30th, ONE Sunday Worship Service, 11:00 am, Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary.
No Sunday School.
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PRIMETIMERS meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at
11:45 am in the Wesley Room. It is open to ALL people and friends of
the Church who are 50+.
Thursday, December 13 (a deviation from our usual 1st and 3rd
Thursday meetings), we will be tr aveling on the bus to Ascension
Lutheran Church in Danville, VA. The Chrismons started in 1957, and
we will be able to view their beautiful tree and learn about the Chrismons and their meaning. As
of right now, the bus is full. If you would like to be on the “waiting list,” please call Joyce Mackin
at 919-381-6687. Also, there is 1 full car traveling with us. Another car traveling with us, as of
right now, has 2 seats available. The plans are to stop at Olive Garden for lunch (lunch on your
own) and Yoder’s Country Market.

MONDAY EVENING * CARING FOR THE CAREGIVER
Caring for the Caregiver meets the 2nd Monday each month at 7:00 pm and is led by Sandra
Reynolds. This is a class for those caring for loved ones of any age. Learn, share, and walk
with others through this difficult journey. The next gathering is December 10th in the Family
Life Center, Room 207.

ATTENTION LADIES OF THE CHURCH
LADIES WHO LUNCH * If you are a lady of the church, retired or other wise, and
available to go to lunch on a Friday, please join us! We will be gathering at a local cafeteria on
the second Friday of every other month to have lunch and just
enjoy each other’s
company!
We will carpool so that we don't all have to drive to the
destination. If you need a ride from home, call Judy Alford at
919-210-4146 or Joyce Mackin at 919-381-6687.
The next luncheon will be on Friday, January 11th at C & H
Cafeteria at Northgate. We meet at 12:30. So mark your
calendar “Ladies Who Lunch,” and let’s do lunch!
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GROWING (GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST AND AS A
FAITHFUL COMMUNITY CALLED THE CHURCH)

PASTOR’S COMPASSION FUND * Offerings to the Pastor’s Compassion Fund are always
appreciated. These funds are used to help the poor and needy, inside our church as well as the
community. The fund helps to pay the rent or utilities or purchase food for someone in need.
To donate to this fund, just mark PDF on the memo line of your check, and our pastor will distribute these funds as they are needed. Giving to others always enriches our own lives.
“For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and
you did not visit me.”

November Offerings:
Income
$
Expenses
$
Net Income
$

ALDERSGATE HAS SEVERAL WAYS YOU CAN GIVE TO GOD’S WORK THROUGH
YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS:
- Give by cash or check in the offering plates on Sunday mornings.
- Mail or drop off a check in the church office.
- Use online bill pay provided by your bank.
- Set-up automatic drafts from your account by contacting your bank.
- Click our online giving on the Aldersgate website.
- Arrange for a Planned Gift through the The United Methodist Foundation.
For more information on giving, please contact Mary Taylor @ Mary@aldersgate.org.

P AGE 20

Nursery Ministry
E ACH S UNDAY M ORNING
NURSERY TEACHERS:
LYNN WILFONG, ELLEN WHISNANT,
AND DAWN ECKHOFF

AcolyteS
8:30 AM SERVICE
12/2
12/9
12/16
12/23
12/30

LIAM HOGARTH
JACKIE ROBERTS (COMMUJION)
REGAN ANDREWS
RILEY HALE
COMBINED SERVICE

11:00 AM SERVICE
12/2
CAROLINE BARBOUR
COMMUNION IS 12/9 THIS MONTH
12/9
1. JOSHUA BOSECKER
2. _________________
12/16
WILL ROWLAND
12/23
MADELEINE HUGHES
12/30
MEADOW SNYDER

An acolyte is a person who assists the presiding
minister/pastor in worship and carries out
certain duties, including candle lighting, carrying
the processional cross, and holding or getting items
the pastor needs at baptisms, Holy Communion,
and other worship acts. Acolytes may be children,
youth, and adults.

Altar Guild
SUZI CAUDILL
JUDY ALFORD
KAYE HARRIS
ROSE SMITH

Altar Guild assures the worship
space and supporting materials are
prepared for worship.

Trustee for this month
1. Andy Revill will lock-up on
Sunday mornings.
2. Randy Gordon will lock-up at Love Feast.
3. Christmas Eve
- Matt Riggs 4:00 service
-Safety Team 7:00 service
-Ed Denbo 11:00 service

Trustees are Christian stewards of the property God
has entrusted to the congregation. Effective trustees
supervise and maintain the property of the congregation to ensure that disciple-making ministries of the
congregation are effective and that local legal
requirements related to the property are satisfied.

P AGE 21

DECEMBER ASSISTANTS

USHERS

GREETERS

LAY READER

12/02 Chick Hinton
Richard Riggsbee
MaryTom Roberts
Katherine Siler

Carol Brese (M)
Dave Brese (O)

Mary Taylor

12/09 Paul Jones
Linda Jones
Jackie Roberts
John Field

Heidi Miller (M)
Norma Roberts (O)

Emily Wike

12/16 Phil Stancil
Regina Carver
George Carver

Pat Stancil (M)
Richard Riggsbee (O)

Judy Alford

12/23 Jackie Roberts
Kathy Chmielewski
Carl Chmielewski
Doug Morris

Linda Jones (M)
Paul Jones (O)

Kathy Chmielewski

8:30 Service

11:00 Service
12/02 Bill Smith
Pam Boatright
Paula Veasey

Sarah Walker (M)
Brent Walker (O)

12/09 Ginger Hawkins
Sarah Walker
Carl Chelette
Paula Alford

Paula James (M)
Gary James (O)

Robin Thomas

12/16 Kim Riggs
Mike Hughes
Kirk Brown

Carol Newman (M)
Lindsey Brown (O)

Emily Wike

12/23 Emily Wike
Stacey McCorison

Rusty Grimm (M)
Nancy Gaither (O)

Terri Ray

12/30 Jan Howe
Pam Boatright
Jeff Sturkey
Bill Smith
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