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DON’T BE A HERO 

We like to be the hero. Summer seems like a great 
time to do this, especially with so many block-
buster movies about superheroes. The Incredibles 2 
and Antman & The Wasp are just two of the latest. 
Have you seen them yet? Batman, Wonder Wom-
an, Spiderman, the Flash, Captain America – I’m 
sure we can name our favorite superhero. And what 
child doesn’t want to wear a cape and pretend like 
they are saving the world from the next dangerous 
villain to threaten humankind. But what if thinking 
of ourselves as a hero is a mistake? 

Every so often God will lead me to a mantra,        
prayer, or phrase that will offer guidance and       
wisdom in a season of life. I wonder what phrase 
God might be sharing with you in this season? 
Over the past few weeks, the phrase “Don’t be a 
hero” has been stuck in my head, and I have been 
reflecting on what it means for my life and how to 
live as a Christian in today’s world. Yes, you read 
that right, don’t be a hero. We can become so        
focused on achievement and success we can       
neglect our need for rest, our need to connect        
with other people, and most of all our dependence 
upon God. 

It all started with triathlon training. In this sport, it 
is easy to become so driven and goal-oriented that 
you can push your body to the brink of exhaustion 
and burnout. Each run, you can try to run faster. 
And on every bike ride, you can try to go longer. 
For  example, if I go running and end up back at 
my starting point with 5.8 miles on my GPS watch, 
it’s easy to want to push that to an even 6.0 miles, 

just for the satisfaction of it. Oh and while I’m at it, 
why don’t I make it 10k (6.2 miles)? It might be 
achievable on one day, but over time it adds up. 
This is what I call “being a hero,” pushing harder 
every day and going beyond what my body can 
handle. This can steal the joy out of the sport and 
even lead to overtraining and burnout. I might pat 
myself on the back for it, but is it worth it in the 
long run? 

The danger of seeing ourselves as the hero is that   
it places us at the center of the story. Theologian 
Stanley Hauwerwas says that one of the great 
myths of modern life is that we are the ones who 
make up our own story. He suggests that our identi-
ty should not be rooted in the story we make up for 
ourselves with us at the center, but rather the story 
we are given through being part of God’s family. 
God is at the center of our story, not us. We are not 
self-made superheros, but we are human beings de-
pendent upon God’s grace for our very existence. 

Philippians 2:3-5 says, “Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility, value 
others above yourselves, not looking to your own 
interests but each of you to the interests of the      
others. In your relationships with one another, 
have the same mindset as Christ Jesus” (NIV).  
Perhaps 4 words to summarize this attitude are 
“Don’t be a hero.”  

When I hear the phrase “Don’t be a hero,” I hope 
that it will prompt us to recognize our limits, to ask 
for help when needed instead of shouldering the 
load alone, to consider the gifts of others instead of 
relying on ourselves, and to practice humility in 
placing the needs of others before our own. In a 
culture where selfishness, greed, boasting, and         
self-promotion seem to dominate, humility is the 
counter-cultural practice that embodies our under-
standing of God’s grace. As Ephesians 2:8 says, 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God.” Let’s celebrate God’s gift of grace and 
salvation together: don’t be a hero.   

Pastor Eric  
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 CONNECTING (CONNECT  WITH GOD AND ONE ANOTHER) 

            
 
 
 
 
 
 

Will VanDeventer  08/01 
Ainsley Dickerson  08/02 
Hank VanDeventer  08/02 
Kelly Copolo  08/05 
Carl Chmielewski  08/06 
Carol Sue Cunningham 08/06 
John Howe   08/06 
Summer Stanley  08/06 
Idia Piacentini  08/07 
Rylin Kent   08/07 
Sierra Hunt   08/08 
Kelly Holland  08/10 
Inna Nichols   08/11 
Suevil Cox   08/11 
Carley Prenshaw  08/12 
 
 

Dana Leeson  08/12 
Kathy Chmielewski 08/12 
Makenzie Carver  08/12 
Elena Thomas  08/13 
Patty Kreiselman  08/13 
Janae Andrews  08/15 
Michele Burleson  08/15 
Andrew Gauger  08/16 
Julia Rosemond  08/16 
Bill Vincent   08/19 
Daniel Cole   08/19 
David Leonard  08/19 
Billy Cole   08/21 
David Elder   08/21 
Brian Reo   08/22 
Suzi Caudill   08/22 
Marie Muir   08/23 
Tanner Reo   08/23 
Ken Morris   08/24 
Wendy Tillotson  08/24 
Debbie Crownover  08/25 
Ellen Venable  08/25 
Norma Ames  08/25 
 
 

DON'T MISS OUT ON IMPORTANT INFORMATION.  Let us know if you or                     

a member of your household have moved, changed a phone number or email                      
address, or have a different way you wish to be contacted. You may email this                   
information to churchoffice@aldersgate.org or call the church office (919) 477-0509.  

mailto:churchoffice@aldersgate.org


 

URBAN MINISTRIES NEEDS:  
 
ALL FOOD ITEMS SHOULD BE PLACED INSIDE THE 
COLLECTION CLOSET ACROSS FROM THE WESLEY 
ROOM.  Financial donations are also accepted.  
 
CANNED FOOD NEEDS FOR AUGUST:  Canned pasta, fruit, 
and canned meat.  
 
NEW TOOTHBRUSHES (IN SEALED PACKAGING)  Look for  the box located on the 
table outside the church office. 
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HELP PROVIDE A MEAL AT THE 
COMMUNITY CAFÉ FOR URBAN 
MINISTRIES, SUNDAY AUGUST 12.  
 
 Aldersgate is providing a chicken pot pie 
dinner for about 250 guests. We need 25 
chicken pot pie casseroles in disposable 
aluminum trays, salad, fruit, and cookies  
for 250 people. 
 

We also need at least 10 folks to go with us to serve the meal. Wear a baseball hat to 
serve or we will provide a hair net for you.   
  
All food should be at the church hot and ready to serve no later than 4:30 pm.  
 
Our volunteers will take it to the Community Café and serve our guests.  
 
The menu is salad, chicken pot pie, fresh fruit, cookies and drinks. The chicken pot pie 
recipe serves about 10 people. You can pick up copies of the recipe on the Welcome 
table along with an aluminum pan to bake it in.  
 
If you would like to volunteer to cook or serve, please email Mary Taylor at 
mary@aldersgate.org or call  919-225-0528. You can also click here:  https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0549afad28a02-august. 
 
 

mailto:mary@aldersgate.org
mailto:https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0549afad28a02-august
mailto:https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0549afad28a02-august
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Live Gratefully, Give Generously   
 

THINGS TO PONDER 
If you drink about 6 ounces of water, you have swallowed approximately 6 x 1023 (1023 is 
1 followed by 23 zeros) molecules of water. Molecules and the atoms that make up the 
molecules are small, aren't they?  

 

On the other hand, our universe is large! The observable universe (just the part scientists 
can see) contains more than 2 trillion galaxies and is estimated to have a diameter of about 
93 billion light years. Light travels at about 186,000 miles per second, so you don't even 
need your calculator to realize that our planet is a tiny part of a very big thing. 

 

The earth is thought to contain about 8.7 billion species of plants and animals, and over 
86% of the species are still to be discovered! 

 

Now comes the good part, or maybe I should say the God part. It is my belief that God is 
incarnate in everything He created. That means that the DNA of the Divine is hardwired 
into each of us. There is no separation (God up there and us down here). Each of us is 
unique and uniquely gifted, so I think it follows that doing our inner work (prayer, intro-
spection, contemplation, and meditation) is what will allow us to be more enlightened and 
more productive partners in sharing God's love. 

 

The saying, "There is enough for everyone's need, but never enough for everyone's 
greed” (attributed to Mahatma Gandhi) is certainly true. Daily we see the exploitation of 
persons, groups, countries, and the resources of the planet itself to the benefit of the few at 
the expense of the many. Jesus introduced a new paradigm attempting to shift from an 
economy of scarcity (gather, hoard, protect all you can) to an economy of abundance (eg, 
the loaves and fishes, grace). It cost Him His life. As a community of faith, we have a 
choice to be part of the problem or part of the solution. I pray that we may live gratefully 
and give generously.  

 

Roy Swaringen 
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WNL DINNER HOSTS NEEDED 

 

In just a few short weeks, our Wednesday Night Live 
dinner and classes will resume. It’s time for WNL din-
ner hosts to sign up for their preferred dates.  Cooking 
a meal for your church family is a wonderful way for 
your group to provide a needed service, raise some 

funds for a mission area of your choice, and enjoy great fellowship together. Please contact  
Barbara Atkinson at habnc@hotmail.com to select the dates for your group to provide a deli-
cious and much appreciated meal. The best dates always go fast, so sign up early! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE—SAVE THE DATE  

STARTS SEPTEMBER 12 

Wednesday Night Live is a church-wide program of fellowship 
and spiritual formation for the entire family. Every Wednesday, 
starting September 12, we will gather in the Family Life Center 

for dinner from 5:30-6:30. Following dinner, we will have classes for all ages from 6:30-7:30. 
Nursery is available for children age 0-3. Some of the classes we will be offering include “Fear       
of the Other,” a book study led by Rob Hogarth and an evening prayer service that focuses on  
worship, prayer, and meditation. The full schedule and detailed class descriptions will be available 
soon. In the meantime if you have questions, please contact Pastor Eric, eric@aldersgate.org. 

 

FEAR OF THE OTHER * In this class based on the no-nonsense book by Bishop Will Willimon, 
you will be invited to consider the gospel command to love (and not merely tolerate) those consid-
ered to be “Other” or outside mainstream Christian culture. Rooted in the faith of Israel and the 
Christian story and vision, Willimon brings a Wesleyan perspective to bear on what may be the 
hardest thing for people of faith to do: keeping and loving the "Other" as they are, without any 
need for them to become like us. This class will be led by Rob Hogarth on Wednesday evenings.  

 

WEDNESDAY VESPERS * One of the classes for Wednesday evenings in the fall will actually 
not be a class at all. Instead it will be a focused time of worship, prayer, and meditation from 6:30-
7:20 during the normal WNL class time. The word “vespers” comes from the Latin word mean-
ing “evening.” In the Christian tradition, Vespers has come to mean a service of evening prayer 
whether it be sung by choirs in medieval cathedrals, said by small groups gathered in homes, or re-
cited by individuals seeking to be faithful in prayer. The focus with the Vespers service will not be 
on “learning” how to pray but rather to actively participate in the spiritual practices that allow us to 
connect with God. We hope that this will be a transformative and renewing time in the middle of 
the week to focus on God and to be empowered by God’s grace.   

 

mailto:habnc@hotmail.com
mailto:eric@aldersgate.org
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KNOWING  (KNOW MORE ABOUT GOD, EACH OTHER, AND THE NEEDS OF  
THE  WORLD) 

 

 

 

Sunday evenings starting September 9, 5:30-7:00 pm 

Covenant is an in-depth group Bible study in which 
participants read and discuss the Bible together, learn-
ing how to love God–and each other–better. This fall, 
we are entering the last of our 8-week segments, ex-

ploring a different aspect of Covenant life. This time, we will be focusing on “Trusting the Covenant.” 
Bible readings will range from the Gospel of John, the Psalms, Job, the Old Testament prophets, Daniel, 
and Revelation. The overarching theme of these readings will be how we can live life together as part of 
God’s covenant community, whether it be in joyful celebration or the crisis of tragedy and how we find 
hope, healing, and restoration in God’s new creation. This class will be facilitated by Pastor Eric,      
Barbara Atkinson, and Sandra Reynolds. Even if you have not participated before, we invite you to join 
us for the 3rd segment! Please RSVP to Eric Prenshaw, eric@aldersgate.org. 

 

Back by popular demand! Learn God’s way of 
 handling money with Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace  
University! The average turnaround is $8,000 in just the 
first 3 months.  
 

Join us beginning Sunday, September 9 – November 11 (no class on October 28th) on 
Sunday evenings in Room 202 in the FLC. Class is 90 minutes each week. 
 
Cost of the kit is $75 per family. I have 9 kits for sale at our discounted price. You can also purchase 
kits online at Financial Peace University.com. 
Email Mary if you are interested in more information, mary@aldersgate.org or call  
919-225-0528 (cell) or 919-477-0509 x 311 (office). 
 
If you need child care, please let Mary know the age of your children! 
 

 

Family Lake Day: August 18   

Saturday, August 18, Aldersgate United Methodist Church will be     
having a Lake Day at Falls Lake in Beaver Dam Recreation Area 
(14600 Creedmoor Road, Wake Forest). We have reserved shelter 22 
all day, but we invite you to come at 3 pm and we will have dinner at 

5:30 pm. There is a playground, a place to swim, hiking trails, and much more. 
 
-We ask families to bring a side dish, or dessert to share 
-There is a weekend park entrance fee of $7 per car ($4 for senior citizens) 
-Don’t forget to bring anything your family needs for the lake (bathing suit, towels, floats, etc).  
 
This will be a wonderful afternoon of fellowship and connection for our church family, so join us on 
Saturday August 18 for Family Lake Day.  
 
For more information contact Pastor Eric Prenshaw, eric@aldersgate.org, or Lydia Cauley,                 
Lydia@aldersgate.org. 

 

mailto:eric@aldersgate.org
mailto:mary@aldersgate.org
mailto:eric@aldersgate.org
mailto:Lydia@aldersgate.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since General Conference 2016, our church has experienced conflict as we navigate rough waters. How 
can we show God’s great love and mercy to one another as we make decisions? Aldersgate will host         
a listening session on Wednesday, September 5 at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary to share information 
and answer questions on the Commission on a Way Forward and the special session of General       
Conference scheduled for February 2019. As we move closer  to this meeting of  General Confer -
ence, we are all invited to pray and ask for God’s guidance. This prayer movement is a response to the 
Council of Bishops initiative called Praying Our Way Forward.   

Bishops Debra Wallace-Padgett of North Alabama Conference and Bishop Al Gwinn serve as co-chairs 
of the Praying Our Way Forward movement.  Bishop Wallace-Padgett says, “Our prayer focus is two-
fold: We are praying that God will help us to fulfill the mission of the church, and we are praying to be 
one in Christ.” If there is ever a place where we can be one, it’s in the space where we meet God. 

We are now in phase 3 of this movement, which began on June 3 and lasts through the special session of 
General Conference in February 2019. In this phase, we are encouraging every United Methodist to fast 
weekly and to pray daily with the Council of Bishops,” said Bishop Al Gwinn. 

 

IN PHASE 3, ALL UNITED METHODISTS ARE INVITED TO 

ENGAGE IN A WEEKLY WESLEYAN 24-HOUR FAST from Thursday after dinner to Friday mid-
afternoon. Those who have health situations causing food fasts to be unadvisable might consider fasting 
from social media, emails, or another daily activity. 

 

PAUSE AND PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH’S MISSION AND WAY FORWARD DAILY FOR 
FOUR MINUTES FROM 2:23 THROUGH 2:26 am OR pm in their own time zone OR at another 
time. This is because the Special Session of General Conference will be held February 23 through Febru-
ary 26, 2019.  

 

PRAY USING A WEEKLY PRAYER CALENDAR THAT WILL BE POSTED ON THE 
UMCPRAYS.ORG WEBSITE FROM JUNE 2, 2018 through the end of February 2019. The calendar 
will list a unique cluster of names each week. The names will balance United States bishops and         
delegates with Central Conference bishops and delegates. It will also include General Secretaries,      
Commission on a Way Forward members, the Commission of the General Conference and the staff of 
the General Conference. 

Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett, Council of Bishops Life Together chair, added: “We believe that the acts 
of weekly fasting and prayer will help us approach General Conference both individually and corporate-
ly in a posture of humility and receptivity to one another and to the leadership of God’s Holy Spirit.” For 
more information and further suggestions for prayer, please visit UMCPRAYS.ORG. 
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mailto:UMCPRAYS.ORG
mailto:umcprays.org
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WE NEED COACHES FOR ALDERSGATE  
UPWARD SOCCER THIS COMING SEASON! 
 
Four Main Roles of a Coach: 
Teach the game through drills 
Teach the rules of the game 
Instill sportsmanship with a competitive spirit 
Communicate effectively and be organized 
Coaches’ commitments include: 
Attend coach training meeting with John Howe 

        Lead one-hour practice each week 
        Attend and coach one-hour game each week 
        Attend the awards celebration at the end of the season 
 
Our first practice is Tuesday, August 21, 2018, 6:00 - 7:00 pm and our first game will be Saturday, 
September 8, 2018 at 9:00 am. Our practice and games will go until our Awards Celebration which 
will be Saturday, November 3, 2018. The evaluation of players will be Saturday, August 18,       
between 9:00 and 11:00 am. 
 
If you are interested in being a coach and would like more information, please contact Lydia 
Cauley at Lydia@aldersgate.org or John Howe at jhowe888@aol.com. 

 
Upward Sports is the wor ld’s largest Christian youth  
sports provider. Upward Sports is the only organization 
that offers a uniquely designed total sports experience that 
adapts and expands as players grow in their personal      
athletic journeys. The 360 Progression develops total        
athletes mentally, athletically, spiritually, and socially,  
producing players who excel both on and off the field. 
 

Aldersgate UMC is offering Upward Soccer this fall. Registration is NOW OPEN!    
 
We would love for your child to join us this year!  Click HERE to register a child.  
 
For more information, contact Lydia Cauley, Director of Youth and Outreach at Aldersgate UMC 
at Lydia@aldersgate.org.  

mailto:Lydia@aldersgate.org
mailto:jhowe888@aol.com
https://aldersgate.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=203d7abf956d1f88c2e347e99&id=9728574d82&e=94238b50b9
mailto:Lydia@aldersgate.org


 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Sunday School for August 
 
AUGUST 5:      THE MAN IN THE SYNAGOGUE, MATTHEW 12:9-14 

AUGUST 12:    MARY AND MARTHA, LUKE 10:38-42 

AUGUST 19:    THE WOMAN AT THE WELL, JOHN 4:1-14 

AUGUST 26:    THE MAN BY THE POOL, JOHN 5:1-17 
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I am very excited about children’s Sunday School for this fall! This year, starting in Septem-
ber, we will be exploring the theme of what it means to be a family. Our lessons from Deep 
Blue Connects: At Home with God help families grow in faith together as children take what 
they've learned in Sunday school and dive deeper into the stories at home with their families. 
This year’s stories focus on the role of families—siblings, parents, friends, grandparents, foster 
families, church families, the list goes on—and what we can learn about God from these close 
relationships. This new format is designed to teach children about faith by exploring how  
families work together, communicate, and worship God. Children will explore families  
in the Bible, learn how today's faith families care for children as they grow, build loving 
relationships, and find out what it means to be part of God's family! 

 

I invite all children and families to participate in this transformative program. If you have  
never attended Sunday School, this is a great time to start! Children learn about God in        
age-appropriate ways, they meet friends to join them on their journey, caring teachers share the 
love of God with them in tangible ways, parents have an opportunity to learn and connect with 
others in adult classes, and the entire family can grow together in their faith. Sunday School 
meets from 9:45-10:45 every Sunday except for 5th Sundays. Children’s classes are divided 
into 4 classes by age, 2-3 year olds, preK-K, 1st-2nd grade, and 3rd-5th grade. For more            
information, contact Eric Prenshaw, eric@aldersgate.org. 

Pastor Eric  

mailto:eric@aldersgate.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT AGAPE CHRISTMAS BOXES - Project AGAPE, the unique mission  
of the NC & Western Conference of the United Methodists with Christians in Armenia,      
provides Christmas shoeboxes for children. Armenia is the oldest Christian nation in the 
world. For many children in refugee communities, this is the only Christmas gift they will 
receive. These boxes are a small gift containing a mighty message—the priceless love of 
Christ. Each year this mission has grown as more and more children participate. Each year 
the need for boxes exceeds the number of boxes available. We have been asked to help fill 
the need. Look for boxes outside the Sanctuary.  

No Toothpaste, Candy, Gum, Batteries, Used Items, or Perishables!  

 

 

Infant – 2 years *  ____Male ____ Female ___1 Baby blanket ___3 Bibs ___1 Book (with 
pictures for toddler) ___1 Comb/brush ___3 Diapers/cloth ___6 Diaper Pins ___1 Rattle 
___1 Sippy cup ___4 Socks (pairs) ___1 Soft toy (no buttons or eyes) ___1 Teething ring  

 

Ages 3-6 *  ____Male ____Female ___1 Ball ___1 Cap/toboggan ___1 Car ___1 Comb/
brush ___1 Coloring book ___1 Crayons ( box) ___1 Doll ___1 Hair bands/bows (pack) 
___1 Markers (pack) ___1 Mittens/gloves (pairs) ___1 Notepad ___3 Socks (pairs) ___1 
Toothbrush ___1 Toy or game ___ 

 

Ages 7-12 *  ____ Male ____ Female ___1 Cap/toboggan ___1 Coloring book ___1 Comb/
brush ___1 Crayons (box) ___1 Erasers (pack) ___1 Hair bands/bows (pack) ___1 Markers 
(pack) ___1 Mirror ___1 Mittens/gloves (pairs) ___1 Notepad ___1 Pencil sharpener ___1 
Pencils (lead) (box) ___1 Pencils (colored) (box) ___1 Ruler (metric) ___3 Socks ( pairs) 
___1 Spinner ___1 Stuffed animal ___1 Toothbrush ___1 Toy or Game   

 

Ages 13-18*  ____Male ____Female ___1 Cap/toboggan ___1 Comb/brush ___1 Erasers 
(pack) ___1 Hair bands/bows (pack) ___1 Markers (pack) ___1 Mirror ___1 Mittens/Gloves 
(pairs) ___1 Notepad or journal ___1 Pencil sharpener ___1 Pencils (lead) (box) ___1 Pen-
cils (colored) (box) ___1 Picture frame ___1 Ruler (metric) ___3 Socks (pairs) ___1 Spinner 
___1 Tool (set of screwdriver) ___1 Toothbrush ___1 Toy or Game ___1 Underwear  
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LOVING  (LOVE GOD THROUGH WORSHIP, AND LOVE OUR 
NEIGHBOR THROUGH SERVICE) 
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BULL CITY SUMMER 
 

 
 

Remember Your Baptism— 

Water Games!  
 

Join us for  Water Games on Friday August 3rd from 1:00 to 5:00 pm on the field 
at Aldersgate UMC.  

  
It has been a hot summer! I can't think of a better thing to do than cool off with 
some water games...and remember our baptism at the same time. The United 
Methodist Church has 2 sacraments, communion and baptism. You can receive 
communion as much as you want, but you can only be baptized once...but that 
doesn't mean you can't remember it. We will have special guests, Pastor Bryan 
and Pastor Eric ,with us. See you there! 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

PILGRIMAGE 2018–Bull City Fall Retreat will be November 9-11.* 
 
Registration for AUMC opens September 1st, and the first 8 youth to 
register will receive a special reward.  

 
*More information to come. 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Aldersgate UMC, 1320 Umstead Rd, Durham NC 27712 
has an opening for a Director of Music and Arts. You 
may click this link: http://aldersgate.org/welcome/
employment-opportunity to open the job description.  

 

Please submit your resume and a cover letter to 
sprc@aldersgate.org.  

August  5:     Message by Pastor Eric   

 

August  12:   “Practicing Love”  by Pastor Bryan   

 

August 19:  “Gracious Living” by Pastor Bryan  

 

August 26:  “Clothes You’ll Grow Into” by Pastor Bryan  

 

 

http://aldersgate.org/welcome/employment-opportunity
http://aldersgate.org/welcome/employment-opportunity
mailto:sprc@aldersgate.org


 

 

 

PRIMETIMERS meet the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 11:45 in 
the Wesley Room. It is open to ALL people and friends of  the Church who 
are 50+. 

 
On Thursday, August 2, Judy Schlegel will be speaking on “Walk to          
Emmaus.” This will be “your favorite dish to share” meeting and as always, 
dessert and beverages will be provided. 
 

Thursday, August 16, will be one of Richard King’s “surprise” topics. This promises to be another one of 
his “thoughtful” topics that we have enjoyed so much in the past. This will be a bring-your-own-lunch 
meeting, and as always, dessert and  beverages will be provided. 
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ATTENTION LADIES OF  THE CHURCH  

 
LADIES WHO LUNCH * If you are a lady of the church, retired or other-
wise, and  available to go to lunch on a Friday, please join us! We will be 
gathering at a local cafeteria on the second Friday of every other month to 
have lunch and just enjoy each other’s company! 
 
We will carpool so that we don't all have to drive to the destination. If you 
need a ride from home, call Judy Alford at 919-210-4146 or Joyce Mackin at 
919-381-6687.   
 
The next luncheon will be on Friday, September 14 at C & H Cafeteria at 
Northgate.  So mark your calendar “Ladies Who Lunch,” and let’s do lunch!    
 
 

MONDAY EVENING  * CARING FOR THE CAREGIVER 

Caring for the Caregiver meets the 2nd Monday each month at 7:00 pm 
and is led by Sandra Reynolds. This is a class for those caring for loved 
ones of any age. Learn, share, and walk with others through this difficult 
journey. The next gathering is August 13. 

LAKE JUNALUSKA FESTIVAL OF WISDOM AND GRACE 

This year’s conference for senior citizens at Lake Junaluska will take place 
from Monday to Thursday, August 13-16. The workshops are centered 
around the theme: “The Wise Shall Shine.” Both of the hotels have been     
recently renovated. The package fees include all of the meals, plus there is    
a program fee of $100 per person. CEU credit is available for the workshops 
for $10 per person. Please contact Lee King (leebbtexking@gmail.com) for 
more information.  

mailto:leebbtexking@gmail.com
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GROWING (GROW AS DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST AND AS A       
FAITHFUL COMMUNITY CALLED THE CHURCH) 

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND  * Offerings to the          
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund are always appreciated. These funds 
are used to help the poor and needy, inside our church as well as the community.         
The fund helps to pay the rent or utilities or purchase food for someone in need.         
To donate to this fund, just mark PDF on the memo line of your check, and our           
pastor will distribute these funds as they are needed. Giving to others always           
enriches our own lives.  

 

NEW SOFTWARE   ONLINE  
 
In March of this year we began using a new software package for both our membership records 
and our financial contribution records. The system is called Planning Center Online.    
 
The system has some excellent and nimble new features and fits our church needs much better 
than our previous system. From the financial perspective, one of the benefits of the new software 
is that you can now go online and look at your giving records at any time without having to ask 
me to print you a new statement.    
 
However, as with any new software system, the system is different and presents our financial  
information in a different format. For example, with our previous system, most families received 
one statement for the entire family. Planning Center Online does not provide a single statement 
for an entire family. It only presents a statement for each member of a household.   
 
Recently, I emailed the first statements for all offerings from  January 1, 2018 – June 30, 2018.   
Some of you have already picked up on this difference and have contacted me. We have already 
contacted Planning Center Online and requested they consider the single statement for the entire 
family.    
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at mary@aldersgate.org, or 919-477-0509 x 311 
and please make sure that the church office has your most current address, phone number, and 
email address at all times so that we may stay in touch.  
 
Thanks for your patience and your feedback as we move forward with 
our new system, Planning Center Online.   
 
Mary Taylor  

mailto:mary@aldersgate.org
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8:30 AM SERVICE 
AUGUST 5    MADELEINE HUGHES 
AUGUST 12  REGAN ANDREWS 
AUGUST 19  DANIELLE NIXON 
AUGUST 26  REGAN ANDREWS 
 

KAYE HARRIS-DENBO 
AND 
REGINA CARVER  
 

Nursery Ministry 

AcolyteS  

An acolyte is a person who assists the presiding 
minister/pastor in worship and carries out         
certain duties, including candle lighting, carrying 
the processional cross, and holding or getting 
items the pastor needs at baptisms, Holy Com-
munion, and other worship acts. Acolytes may be 
children, youth, and adults.  

11:00 AM SERVICE 
AUGUST 5    CAROLINA BARBOUR &  
                       ELIZABETH HEALY 
AUGUST 12  BENJAMIN WIKE  
AUGUST 19  JONATHON THOMAS 
AUGUST 26  CAMERON NYE 

 Altar Guild  

EACH SUNDAY MORNING  

NURSERY TEACHERS ARE  
LYNN WILFONG, ELLEN WHISNANT, & DAWN ECKHOFF 
 

Altar Guild assures the worship 
space and supporting materials 
are prepared for worship. 

Trustee for this month 

 ANDY REVILLE  
Trustees are Christian stewards of the property God 
has entrusted to the congregation. Effective trustees 
supervise and maintain the property of the congre-
gation to ensure that disciple-making ministries of 
the congregation are effective and that local legal 
requirements related to the property are satisfied.  



AUGUST LAY ASSISTANTS  
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USHERS                         GREETERS            LAY READER 
 

8:30 Service 
 
8/5  Chick Hinton/Richard Riggsbee Carol Brese (M)   Ken Morris  
Katherine Siler/Mary Tom Roberts Dave Brese (O) 
 
8/12  Paul & Linda Jones   Sybil McClintock (M)           Steve Wilfong 
Jackie Roberts/John Field  Norma Roberts (O) 
 
8/19  George & Regina Carver  Pat Stancil (M)   Barbara Atkinson  
Phil Stancil/Jackie Andrews  Richard Riggbee (O)   
 
8/26  Rebel Umphlett/Doug Morris Heidi Miller (M)    Richard King  
Jackie Roberts/Holly Hall   Sharon MacLaurin (O)  
 
 
11:00 Service        
 
8/5  Bill Smith/Paula Veasey  Suzi Caudill (M)      Emily Wike  
Pam Boatright/Susan Dernosek            Nancy Gaither (O) 
 
8/12 Ginger Hawkins/Paula Alford Paula James (M)    Robin Thomas  
Amelia & Ronnie Oakley   Gary James (O)  
 
8/19 Kim Riggs/Mike Hughes  Liz Crose (M)                 Ronnie Oakley  
Treavor Hogarth/Lynn Baird   Paula Alford (O) 
 
8/26 Stacey McCorison/Emily Wike  Rusty Grimm (M)    Terri Ray  
Amelia & Ronnie Oakley  

  
 
  
 
  



Phone: 919-477-0509 
Fax: 919-477-9037  

Email: holly@aldersgate.org 

1320 Umstead Drive 
Durham, NC 27712 

ALDERSGATE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

FIND US ON:  

Facebook:  Aldersgate UMC Durham 
Twitter:     TheGate27712 
Website:    Aldersgate.org  
LinkedIn:   Aldersgate United            
     Methodist Church  


