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AN ORDER FOR THE WORSHIP OF GOD
__________________________________________________________________ 

Our paraments are white signifying the season of Easter.

GATHERING
 
GATHERING MUSIC
GREETING AND WELCOME
LIFE AND WORK OF THE CHURCH
CALL TO WORSHIP

Peace be with you.
And also with you.
Come and see the love God has given to us.
Come and see what it means to be children of God.
It means that we are to be Easter people!
Darkness cannot claim us and fear cannot bind us!
Come with this hope, that Christ is with us.
With joy, we come to see the Lord and to proclaim the truth:
Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed!

OPENING HYMN Christ is Alive UMH #318
(v.1,4,5)

CALL TO CONFESSION
Because of that first Easter, the obstacle of death has been removed between us and God. If death
no longer stands in our way, we can be sure that our sin does not either. Let us confess our sins
that they may be forgiven by the mercy or our risen Lord.



CONFESSION
Wondrous God, we confess that at times our doubts and fears override our hope and
faith. Forgive us when we lose sight of the joy of your love and instead fall into despair
and gloom. Lift up our spirits, Lord, and help us to remember the promise of new life,
not only the hope of the resurrection for the future, but here and now. We give thanks
for your Son, Jesus the Christ, who continues to offer us new life, who continues to love
us and grow us into Easter people. We pray that you forgive us, restore us and renew
us. In the name of our risen Savior, Jesus the Christ, we pray. Amen.

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Hear this good news: The tomb is empty. The stone is rolled away. There is no darkness now,
only light. God continues to renew us and make us whole. We are forgiven, loved and
restored, receiving the gift and promise of new life and resurrection. We can live in the hope
of this promise!
Thanks be to God! Amen!

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST

PSALTER Psalm 4                                        UMH #741

SERVICE OF THE WORD

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
PRAYER OF INTERCESSION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

RESPONDING TO GOD THROUGH OUR TITHES & OFFERING

OFFERTORY Jesus, Springing
DOXOLOGY

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Almighty God, through your only Son you overcame death and opened to us the light of
eternity. Enlighten our minds and kindle our hearts with the presence of your Spirit,
that we may hear your words of comfort and challenge in the reading and hearing of
the scriptures, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE EPISTLE 1 John 3:1-7
*THE GOSPEL Luke 24:36b-48

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM And Can it Be?



INTERPRETATION OF THE WORD Easter Witnesses

CLOSING HYMN He Lives UMH #310

SENDING FORTH

RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION AND BLESSING
Christ is risen!
He is risen indeed!
We will live into this week in the power of the risen Christ to work, live, love and serve,
for the resurrection has changed everything.
May the risen Christ go with you and fill you with strength and courage.
We go to share the faith, offer love, speak a kind word, share the gospel, and bring
peace to the world.
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.

SENDING SONG
Death cannot keep its prey, Jesus my Savior;

He tore the bars away, Jesus my Lord!
Up from the grave He arose, with a mighty triumph o’er His foes;

He arose a victor from the dark domain,
and He lives forever, with His saints to reign.
He arose! He arose! Hallelujah! Christ arose!

POSTLUDE

ALTAR FLOWERS are given by Shaynee Roper in celebration of her mother’s birthday.
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