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Finish a fill-in-the-blank christmas letter, as a way to thank Christ for all of the things he’s done for us

Dear Santa Papa God,
I am not writing to ask for _______________________________________ , 

not the __________________________ ,  and not a new _____________________________.

Instead, I ‘m writing to say “thank you”, because you already know everything I want and 

you give me everything I need (even though my parents help). Thank you that even when I 

don’t get everything I want, you are still with me. Thanks that sometimes you tell me to wait, 

and thanks that sometimes you tell me “no”. Having you with me is better than a lot of stuff.

I was really good this year. I  ____________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ !

And I was really bad this year. I  _________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ .  

Thank you that you don’t give me things based on how good or bad I’ve been, and 

that you don’t treat me like my sin deserves. Thank you for giving me Jesus even on 

my naughtiest day ever. Thanks that you smile at me because you sent Jesus. Thank 

you that he took my naughtiness and gave me his niceness. That’s a lot of love!

I would also like to thank you for all of the cool things that you have given me, 

like _____________________ and _____________________ and _____________________ ! 

Help me to be thankful when all of my friends talk about everything they want for 

Christmas. Thanks also for clean water, for lots of good food, thanks for a house 

to live in and shoes and socks; I know many people don’t have any of this.

I am excited to watch what what you’re up to and help you love the people who are sad, like 

___________________________________________________________________________ .

Heavenly Father, you are so kind.    

Love,    

___________________________ 

THINGS YOU WANT

THINGS YOU WANT THINGS YOU WANT

NICE THINGS YOU DID

NAUGHTY THINGS YOU DID

SOMETHING YOU’RE THANKFUL FOR SOMETHING YOU’RE THANKFUL FOR SOMETHING YOU’RE THANKFUL FOR

NAMES OF HURTING NEIGHBORS

YOUR NAME
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Here in America we live in the most affluent 

period in all of history, yet much of the world 

still remains in abject poverty — meaning they 

don’t have clean water, food or medicine. 

So what might we do as Christ followers?

As a family, imagine and talk about what $20 could do:

What presents could you buy yourself?

What presents could you buy someone else?

What would $20 do for someone poor in our town?

What would $20 do for someone without clean water, food, shelter or medicine?

Here’s a few stats about something as basic as water - adventconspiracy.org

1.8 million people die every year from water borne illnesses (3,900 children per day)

$10 gives a child clean water for and entire year

20 to 30 billion dollars a year would provide everyone in the world clean water

Americans spend about $650 billion during holidays

Consumer credit debt is 2.4 trillion ( $8,100 per person)

As a simple step, don’t take on more debt, or consider spending 
less this Advent season. You might even find that your children 
want to reallocate some money towards giving to the poor.
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Make a Christmas Worship Jar
Find a simple mason jar. Decorate it however your kiddos 

want, with stickers, beads, string and lots of glue.

Cut out the ideas listed below and place them in the jar- these are a variety of ways 

to express love to Christ through reading scripture, singing, praying and creating.

Every Advent Sunday pick out two, and worship Christ together. Before you pull one 

out, let each child light a candle representing the Holy Spirit’s presence with you. 

As you move through these ideas be sure to encourage your children’s 

experiences, they may respond in silly or even selfish ways; look to 

help them relate to Christ with whatever they bring to Him.

Look online for the words to 

your favorite Advent carol and 

sing it together as a family.

Get a big piece of paper and draw or 

write down all of the things you love 

about the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.

Make instruments out of bowls, 

spoons, cups (whatever you can 

find) listen to your favorite Christian 

song and hammer away in worship!

Have someone “whisper-read” 

Psalm 100; shout, cheer, scream 

for joy and stomp in praise 

when the person finishes.

List all of the good things you’ve seen 

Jesus do for your family this year, what 

have you seen him do for other people?

Write down three prayers as a family 

and post them somewhere you can 

pray for them the rest of the year.

Let the kiddos pick their favorite 

story about Jesus; have them sit on 

the couch and act it out for them.

Write out some ideas of your own!
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Make a care kit for someone homeless. 

Hand one out whenever you have an opportunity.

Ask  your kids to tell you stories of times they’ve seen or helped people in need. Ask 

the older children why people end up without food, clean water or warm clothes.

Maybe you’ll see someone holding a cardboard sign, or someone sleeping on the sidewalk 

or maybe you know kids at school who seem to have everything but are very lonely. Use 

these moments to follow Christ by noticing and loving. While you put these various items in 

your bag, here are some guidelines about how best to go about giving your care kit away. 

It’s our hope that this will give you an experience of following Jesus together as a family!

Ask: What does this verse mean? How can we live this way?

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the most unimportant 

of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

Matthew 25:40 

Items to Include (suggestions)

 � Water bottle

 � Socks

 � Tuna and crackers

 � Granola Bar or cereal bar

 � Fruit snack or 
applesauce cup

 � Crackers with peanut 
butter or cheese

 � Gift certificate 
to fast food

 � Hand wipes

 � Pack of Kleenex

 � Maxi pads

 � Toothbrush and 
toothpaste

 � Nail clippers

 � Band Aids

 � Chapstick

 � Comb or small brush

 � Mints, cough 
drops or gum

 � Note of encouragement 
or uplifting Bible verse


