
 

 

"How could a good God allow suffering and evil?" 

Growth Group Questions 

April 3-9, 2016 

INTRODUCTION 

The world is full of suffering and evil. Many of us have experienced it, personally. Our lives and families have 

been forever altered by pain and grief. In the midst of these harsh realities, Christianity teaches that God is 

good. If that is true, how could a good God allow suffering and evil? God's word may offer some perspective, 

comfort and hope. 

 

WARM IT UP 

1. If you were God, what one problem or evil would you eliminate from the world? Explain. 

2. Have you personally been involved in addressing that issue or problem? 

 

 

TALK IT OVER 

3. Read Isaiah 55:8-9. 

What do these verses say about the challenge of believing in a good God, while living in a world of suffering 

and evil? Have you ever been able to see the value of a difficult experience, after having gone through it? 

Share about that... 

4. Read 1 Peter 1:3-9. 

What do you think of the analogy of suffering as a refining fire? (Verse 7). What difference would that make to 

a person going through pain or suffering? Do you think verse 7 is true? What evidence of truth have you seen 

in your life or the lives of others? 

5. Read Revelation 21:3-4. 

How does this view of the future bring hope to the present world and its brokenness, suffering and evil? Is it 

possible to experience the promise of these verses, now? If so, how? 

6. Read Hebrews 12:2. 

Mark reminded us that WE were the joy that enabled Jesus to endure his suffering and pain. What does this 

tell you about your value to Jesus? How might that truth help in times of personal suffering? 

 

WORK IT OUT 

7. Has anything in the scriptures or your Growth Group discussion been helpful or encouraging? What 

continues to be difficult and troubling about this topic? 

8. What one thing could you do for a person who is currently going through a period of suffering or struggle? 

How will you demonstrate the compassion of Christ to that person this week? 

9. What one thing would you say to a person who is angry at God or resistant to faith because of this 

STOPPER? 

 

PRAY 

Spend some time praying for people and places where there is suffering and evil in the world. Use some of the 

scriptures we looked at to guide your prayers. Pray specifically for members of your group or people you know 

who are going through hardship and suffering. Ask God for the courage and motivation to come along side of 

them and help in some way this week. 


