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Mark 9:33-37 

 

GETTING STARTED 

The Gospel of Mark is a rapid paced account of Jesus' life and teaching. Mark's primary goal is to demonstrate that Jesus is the 

Son of God. He does this by giving us an inside look into the life, ministry and most importantly, the death and resurrection of 

Jesus. 

The fifth account in our series takes place in Capernaum. Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, where he will suffer and die. Though 

he has been open with his disciples about this, they do not understand. Instead, they are in conflict with each other because of 

their selfish ambition. In an ironic twist, Jesus teaches and demonstrates how radically different ambition is, in the Kingdom of 

God. 

 

WARM IT UP 

Check in: did you have an opportunity to 'show and say' something about your faith last week? 

1. When you were a child, what did you imagine growing up to be? (An athlete? Actor? Fireman?, etc...) 

2. Who is a person you admire for their humility? 

 

 

TALK IT OVER 

3. Read Mark 9:30-32. 

The Gospel of Mark is clear about Jesus' intent to teach his disciples about his suffering and death. Why do you think Jesus did 

this? Why do you think it was hard for the disciples to understand? 

4. Read Mark 9:33-37. 

How does the ambition of the disciples compare to the purposes of Jesus? What does this tell you about them? 

5. Pastor Mark talked about the significance of Jesus sitting down when he spoke. What message is he trying to get through to 

the disciples? Can you think of other places in the Gospels where this same message is conveyed? 

6. If we were to view Mark 9:36-37 from a modern culture point of view, what would we assume Jesus was saying? How would 

you feel about yourself? 

7. How does your understanding of ancient culture make the illustration more convicting? 

8. Do you see any connection between this illustration and the immanent suffering and death of Jesus? 

9. Read Matthew 25:31-40. 

We often read these verses as a challenge to participate in missions or compassionate ministry. How might you see these 

verses differently because of the passage we have studied this week? 

 

 

WORK IT OUT 

10. Do you think your ambitions are in line with the ambitions Jesus is asking his followers to have? 

11. What could you do this week to align your ambition with the teaching of Jesus? Is there a person, a group or a need that you 

could serve? 

 

 

PRAY IT THROUGH 

Share prayer requests together and encourage one another (in prayer) to put into practice what we have learned this week. 


