
Post Resurrection Appearances – Restoration of Hope 

May 7-13, 2017 
Luke 24:13-35 

 

INTRODUCTION 
As we approach the second study in our Post Resurrection Appearances, we find Jesus within 
hours of the creation-shaking news of His resurrection taking a long stroll and visiting with a 
couple of men who have no other significant role in scripture nor are they even mentioned in it 
again.  What does God want us to know through this account?  What does it say about the 
character of Jesus?  What can we learn from it in relating our faith to others?  What does it tell 
us about the nature and restoration of hope?  
 

WARM IT UP 
Share about an experience where someone brought you some encouragement just when you 
needed it.  It could be recent or past, small or big, but something that seemed to come along at 
just the time you needed a lift. 
 

TALK IT OVER 
1. Read Luke 24:15,16 & 28.  What do you think was the purpose of Jesus’ approach of hiding 

his identity or acting like he was going further when apparently he didn’t intend to do 
so?  Can you recall other places in Scripture where Jesus or God did something 
similar?  Does God ever relate to us today in this way?  If so, how would you describe it or 
give an example from your life? 
 

2. Read Luke 24:17-19.  Jesus often asks questions in his ministry, even when He already 
knows the answer (e.g. John 21:15-17 from last week).  How are questions helpful in 
relating with others?  How might that approach be particularly effective in reaching out to 
those who are not yet following Christ? 
 

3. Read Luke 24:19-26.  Note how they refer to Jesus as a “prophet” (v. 19) even though they 
had hoped he would be the redeemer of Israel (v. 21, i.e. the Messiah).  Is this lesser title for 
Him another reflection of how their confidence in Him had diminished?  When Jesus bluntly 
corrects them in v. 25, what does He give as the main reason for their missing the truth of 
what has taken place?  According to Jesus, they neglected to take to heart the scriptures 
that spoke of His suffering.  In what ways today do you see evidence of not considering the 
“all” of scripture in our beliefs and actions? 
 

4. Read Luke 24:27-32.  Can you imagine how they felt when they finalized realized who they 
had been with?  Note too how Christ’s explanation of scripture had already begun stirring 
something in them, “were not our hearts burning within us,” before they fully knew why.  Can 
you think of an experience where Jesus’ presence and power became particularly real to 
you?  How was that experience similar or not to Jesus’ journey with these two men? 
 

5. Read Luke 24:33-35.  What was their response following their recognition of Jesus?  One of 
the reasons they would have invited Jesus (or any traveler) to stay is to provide a safe place 
so he wouldn’t have to face the dangers of traveling at night (v.29).  What has changed that 
they are now ready to risk taking a night journey themselves?  Their testimony concludes 



with how they recognized Jesus “when he broke the bread?”  What point do you think Luke 
might be trying to make by emphasizing this particular detail of their testimony?   

 

WORK IT OUT 
6. In talking about Jesus relating to the two men, the sermon pointed to how he 1) invested 

time, 2) asked questions/listened, 3) wasn’t put-off by insult or their responses but stayed 
focused on His purpose, 4) shared confidently from Scripture.  Which of these traits do you 
think is the strongest for you in relating to others?  Which is the most challenging?  What 
step could you take to help build your challenge into a strength? 
 

7. The account portrays the restoration of hope for these two men.  What is a place in your life 
that you are in need of some restoration of hope right now? 

 

PRAY IT THROUGH 
Give thanks for God pursuing us despite our doubts, fears and wayward hearts.  Pray for each 
other in areas mentioned in Question 6 where you would like to grow in sharing your faith with 
others.  Ask God to come alongside and build up hope for one another, particularly according to 
what was shared in Question 7.  Conclude with gratefulness for God revealing Himself to us in 
just the right time in just the right way whatever the situation. 
 


