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INTRODUCTION 
The Gospel is both vertical and horizontal. We often think of Jesus' life, death and resurrection as 
the way to make it right between us and God. It's true.  But the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
is also the key to making us right with others.  We all have relationships that need work. Over the 
next several weeks, we are going to learn how to LOVE BETTER, through the vertical and horizontal 
power of the Gospel. 
 
WARM IT UP 
If you were to ask others to name something you are passionate about, what do you think they 
would they say?  If you’ve been a part of your Growth Group for a while, ask them. 
 
TALK IT OVER 
1. Read Luke 15:1-10.  Prior to the “Parable of the Lost Son”, Jesus tells two other parables about 
something being lost.  What does the three-fold emphasis on the lost being found tell us about the 
heart of God? 

2. Read Luke 15:14-17.  What was the situation that brought the younger son to “his senses”?  Does 
it take pain in our life to truly change?  How has change taken place in your life? 

3. Both sons struggled to embrace life “with” their father.  Which of the tendencies of the two 
brothers do you relate to most: Seeking independence by venturing away “from” the Father to do 
your own thing or trying to do things “for” the Father while maintaining some distance/control? 

5. Read Luke 15:17-24.  The younger son underestimated his father’s love and compassion for him 
(the same could be said of the older brother’s perception of the father).   What role do you think our 
understanding of the Father’s love & compassion has on our seeking to do life independently “from” 
or “for” Him? 

4. Read Luke 15:25-30.  What was the older son so mad about?  On the surface we can probably 
relate to some of what he was feeling, but what was Jesus trying to get at in terms of the attitude of 
the Pharisees? 

5. Read Philippians 2:5-9.  One definition of humility is a willingness to be known for who you are.  
What examples can think of from scripture that reflect Jesus’ genuineness? 
 
WORK IT OUT 
6. What are the kinds of things that you find yourself clinging to that get in the way of your 
relationship with the Father?  (Examples: Pride, control, bitterness, unforgiveness).  What is one 
step you could take toward letting go of something? 

7. When are you at your best in terms of humility and genuineness?  What are the situations in 
which you are more likely to pick up a mask?  What do you think is key to walking more consistently 
with who we are and the Spirit within us? 
8. Take some time to affirm a character quality that you have observed in one another, particularly 
anything that reflects the character of Christ.  If you’re pressed for time, you might also consider 
continuing this at a future meeting. 
 
PRAY IT THROUGH 
Give God thanks that He is taken the initiative to love us and continues to even when we haven’t 
been loving back.  Thank Him for His great compassion and abundant grace that desires to welcome 
us into His arms no matter how our hearts have strayed.  Ask for His help in an area that you’ve 
been clinging to and sensing Him calling you to let go.  Ask Him to refresh you in joy and confidence 
in Him that you would be free from trying to manage an image of yourself or seek your contentment 
elsewhere.  Give Him praise for the inheritance that is already yours, as His child, through the seal 
and deposit of the Holy Spirit in you (Ephesians 1:13-14). 


