
 

 

 

 

 

Growth Group Questions 
April 9-15, 2017 

Luke 9:23-25 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus' mission was the cross. The Gospels make it clear, Jesus 
knew he had come to die. Christian author John Stott writes; 
"Despite the great importance of his teaching, his example and his works of compassion and power, 
none of these was central to his mission. What dominated his mind was not the living, but the giving 
of his life." 
 
During this season of Lent, we are going to explore the depth and significance of the cross. Let's 
also be empowered by the cross to live lives of gratitude and self-sacrifice...just like Jesus. 
 
 
WARM IT UP 
Share about a special invitation you received – to an event, a performance, an opportunity, or 
perhaps just from someone significant to you.  What do you remember about your experience or 
your response to that invitation? 
 
 
TALK IT OVER 
1. Read Luke 9:23. In these past three weeks we have taken time to focus on each of the weighty 
imperatives given by Jesus in this verse: “deny yourself,”  “take up your cross daily,” and “follow me.”  
In summarizing what you’ve heard or through your studies, how would you explain the differences 
between them in contemporary terms? 

 
2. Read Matthew 4:18-22; 9:9 and Luke 19:5-6.  Although Jesus also encourages us to count the 
cost of following Him, what do these examples of an immediate, full response teach us about 
responding to His invitation?  How does that inform how we respond to the promptings of the Spirit 
in the day-to-day?  

 
3. Read Matthew 8:21-22, Luke 9:61-62 and Luke 14:25-27.  These are some pretty tough sayings.  
Jesus obviously cares about family (e.g. Matthew 15:3-9, John 19:25-27, see also 1 Timothy 5:8), so 
what point is He trying to drive home in these passages in terms of following Him?  If Jesus were 
teaching these same passages on a hillside in the San Ramon Valley, what do you think He might 
reference from our culture as examples of priorities that conflict with the priority of following Him? 

 
4. Read Matthew 8:19-20; 10:39 and John 15:18-20.  Jesus told His disciples of hardships they 
would face in following Him, as graphically illustrated in taking up “the cross daily” of Luke 9:23.  
How does it impact you to know ahead of time of the hardships we can expect in following Him?    
How do the promised benefits of following Him, like anticipating the fulfillment of a great invitation, 
help you overcome the difficulties of following?  

 
5. Read John 21:18-22. Why do you think Peter asked this question (v. 21)?  What point is Jesus 
making in His response (v. 22)?  How can we follow Jesus in community without getting caught up in 
comparison?  

 

6. On Sunday the opening two chapters of Acts were referenced as to what following Jesus looked 
like in the beginning days of the church.  What activities in these chapters do you note that 



characterized a community committed to following Jesus?  What is one characteristic that stands out 
to you as a need for growth in the church today, in your own following of Jesus?  
 
 
 
WORK IT OUT 
7. As a follow up to the last question, what is a step you could take toward growth in an area noted 
from Acts 1 & 2?  Areas mentioned on Sunday: daily anticipation of God’s faithfulness, devotion to 
prayer, living out scripture, and standing up (just going) in the Spirit and knowledge of Christ you’ve 
already been given. 

 
8. In looking at the characteristics of a “cross” follower of Jesus (as opposed to a “crowd” follower), 
as referenced in passages from the Gospels, what do you think is the challenge for you right now?  
The ones noted on Sunday and in the questions above: responding to the promptings of the Spirit, 
priorities, potential hardships and comparing yourself to others.   

 
9. As we conclude “The Way of the Cross” series, what has been a key takeaway for you?   
 
 
PRAY IT THROUGH 
Begin by thanking God for the amazing invitation He has extended to us to walk with Him.  Pray for 
the growth area in #7 and the challenge in #8, in particular that you may grow and overcome to 
embrace more fully the invitation that is yours daily.  Then pray for the church, SRPC and the body 
of Christ as a whole, that we as a community would more zealously and joyfully deny ourselves, take 
up our cross daily and follow Him.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


