
Growth Group Questions 
LOVE DIFFICULT PEOPLE, BETTER May 21-27, 2017 

Matthew 5:43-48 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 The Gospel is both vertical and horizontal. We often think of Jesus' life, death and resurrection as 
the way to make it right between us and God. It's true. 
But the life, death and resurrection of Jesus is also the key to making us right with others. 
We all have relationships that need work. Over the next several weeks, we are going to learn how to 
LOVE BETTER, through the vertical and horizontal power of the Gospel. 
 

 
WARM IT UP 
Fill in the blank: 
People who _____________________, are difficult for me to get along with. 

 (No names, please 😉) 

 
 
 
 
TALK IT OVER 
1. Read Matthew 5:43-48. Jesus gives his followers a new way of relating to enemies. The Old 
Testament doesn't specifically command hate toward enemies...but it gets close. Read and 
summarize Psalm 58 and Psalm 139:21-22. 
2. According to verse 45, why are we to love and pray for our enemies? Does God turn a blind eye 
to evil? What do you learn about the generosity of God? How can that help your difficult 
relationships? 
3. What challenge does Jesus put before his listeners in verses 46-47? How do you think the 
comparison with tax collectors and pagans would have gone over with those who were listening? 
4. Read Matthew 5:48. Pastor Mark said that 'perfection' was about being mature/an adult/grown up. 
It does not mean faultless. What do you think? 
5. Read Ephesians 4:25-32. What were the aspects of love Pastor Mark talked about? 
 
 
 
WORK IT OUT 
6. As you think of a difficult person in your life, which of the four aspects of love will be hardest to 
apply? How can your Growth Group be helpful? 
7. Pastor Mark said prayer is our protection from direct relationships with difficult people. 
Spend some time in your group, sharing ideas about what/how to pray for the difficult people in your 
life. Make a commitment to pray consistently along those lines this week. Share what happens. 
 
 
 
PRAY IT THROUGH 
Our capacity to love is not measured by our weakness, but by God's power! 
Pray that God's power will be given to you this week, for your difficult relationships. 


