
 

 

 

 

 
Growth Group Questions 

March 26-April 1 
Luke 9:23-24 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus' mission was the cross. The Gospels make it clear, Jesus knew he 
had come to die. Christian author John Stott writes; 
"Despite the great importance of his teaching, his example and his works of compassion and power, none of 
these was central to his mission. What dominated his mind was not the living, but the giving of his life." 
 
During this season of Lent, we are going to explore the depth and significance of the cross. Let's also be 
empowered by the cross to live lives of gratitude and self-sacrifice...just like Jesus. 
 
 
WARM IT UP 
What was the hardest class you ever had? What changes or adjustments did you make to your life/schedule in 
order to be successful? 
 
 
 
TALK IT OVER 
1. Read Luke 9:18-20. What questions does Jesus ask his disciples? Why did he ask? Do you think Peter 
responded for the whole group, or just himself? 
2. Read Luke 9:21-22. Talk about the contrast between Peter's statement in verse 20 and Jesus' teaching in 
verse 22. (For more insight, look at Mark 8:31-33). How does Jesus' understanding of himself differ from that of 
his disciples? 
3. Read Luke 9:23-24. Pastor Mark said that Messiahship and discipleship go together. How do these verses 
demonstrate that truth? 
4. What things typically come to mind when you think about "denying" yourself? Is this what Jesus has in 
mind? Why/why not? 
5. What does the cross tell us about who we really are? How is that "good news" as we live into Jesus' 
discipleship mandate? 
 
 
 
WORK IT OUT 
6. What puts you more 'at risk' for feeling bad about yourself; the opinion others have of you or the opinion you 
have of yourself? 
7. Pastor Mark said that when we deny ourselves, our identity is unshakable. How could that truth be helpful 
for a situation you will face this week? 
8. Can you think of a relationship where you are 'guarded' because of concern about what a person thinks of 
you? How can denying yourself actually help you engage more fully and freely? 
 
 
 
 
PRAY IT THROUGH 
Pray about the situation you described in your response to question 7 or the relationship you described in 
question 8. 
Check in with each other this week for encouragement and support. 


