
 
 

Growth Group Questions 
 March 12-18 

I Corinthians 1:18, 22-25 
 
 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus' mission was the cross. The Gospels make it clear, Jesus knew he 
had come to die. Christian author John Stott writes; 
"Despite the great importance of his teaching, his example and his works of compassion and power, none of 
these was central to his mission. What dominated his mind was not the living, but the giving of his life." 
 
During this season of Lent, we are going to explore the depth and significance of the cross. Let's also be 
empowered by the cross to live lives of gratitude and self-sacrifice...just like Jesus. 
 
 
WARM IT UP 
When you think of the cross, what images and emotions come to mind? 
When you first started learning about Jesus, what were the main reasons given for Jesus' death on the cross? 
 
 
 
 
TALK IT OVER 
1. Read 1 Corinthians 1:18, 22-24. Paul writes that the message of the cross is "foolishness" to some and a 
stumbling block to others. What did you learn about crucifixion in the sermon that would underscore Paul's 
point? 
2. Read 1 Corinthians 1:25. Given the cultural meaning of crucifixion, try to summarize what Paul is saying in 
this verse, using different words. 
3. Pastor Mark talked about the Jewish understanding of Passover and the forgiveness of sins. How do these 
important beliefs and longings, make the case that Jesus was truly  a revolutionary? If you were a faithful, first 
century Jewish person, how do you think you would behave responded to Jesus? 
4. Take a moment to read John 15: 9-27. These are among the last things Jesus shares with his disciples. 
What parts indicate this is the beginning of a mission, rather than the end of life? 
5. Read 1 Corinthians 1:22-23 again. What did Pastor Mark say the power and wisdom of God was for? 
Discuss whether you agree or disagree. 
 
 
 
 
 
WORK IT OUT 
6. How is your understanding of the cross growing or being challenged by this series? 
7. How does the idea that Jesus is a revolutionary, committed to world restoration provide a stronger cultural 
footing for evangelism? 
8. How can you bear the image of God and become a restorer in one context or place,  this week? 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAY IT THROUGH 
Pray for one another about your responses to question 8. 
Ask God to give you power and wisdom as you bear his image and become a restorer. 

the way of the cross 


