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INTRODUCTION 
 The Gospel is both vertical and horizontal. We often think of Jesus' life, death and resurrection as 
the way to make it right between us and God. It's true. 
But the life, death and resurrection of Jesus is also the key to making us right with others. 
We all have relationships that need work. Over the next several weeks, we are going to learn how to 
LOVE BETTER, through the vertical and horizontal power of the Gospel. 
 
 
 
WARM IT UP 
What do you remember from your childhood, about family meal time? How many times a week did 
you eat together? 
 
 
 
TALK IT OVER 
1. Read Luke 10:38-42. What positive characteristics or traits do you see in each sister? 
2. What factors contributed to Martha's attitude toward Mary? Do you think her complaint was 
reasonable? What affect does busy-ness have on relationships within families? 
3. Pastor Mark talked about the urgent versus the eternal. How do you see that tension played out in 
this account? How do you see it play out in our families today? 
4. Choose two of the following suggested scriptures to read: 
     - Luke 19:1-10      - Mark 2:13-17 
     - John 8:1-11        - John 4:1-26 
What made these conversations difficult/challenging? Why do think Jesus was willing to "go there"? 
5. Read Philippians 4:6-7. Look back at the broader context (Philippians 4:2-3). What additional 
insight or understanding about prayer and peace do you see? 
 
 
 
 
WORK IT OUT 
6. If Jesus were to show up and hang out with your family for a while, what would he see? What 
would he notice about the pace of your lives? The time each of you were spending "at his feet"? 
What one thing would he say to your family? 
7. What did you learn from Jesus' difficult conversations that can help you/your family talk more 
openly about hard-to-talk-about topics? What specific topic do you need to address, but haven't? 
8. What ONE change related to pace or peace will you make, personally? As a family? 
9. How can you implement that change this summer so it carries into the Fall? 
 
 
 
 
PRAY IT THROUGH 
Pray together about the difficult conversation each group member has shared. Ask for God's 
wisdom, leading, compassion and understanding in the conversations. 
Pray for God's strength to make the one change each of you have talked about. Check in throughout 
the summer. 


