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INTRODUCTION 
This month our Sunday messages and weekly Growth Groups, focus on how to be generous with our money 
and our time. It's a scary thought! The subject of generosity raises all kinds of suspicions in us. We can easily 
feel like we are being manipulated, coerced or guilted into doing something we really don't want to do. 
 
But what if a better understanding of generosity could actually make it easier to say "no"? Imagine that...a guilt 
free NO! I hope this series does that for you. And even more, I hope every "yes" to an opportunity to be 
generous, becomes a true joy! 
 
 
WARM IT UP 
Who are some of the more generous people you know? In your opinion, what makes them generous? 
 
 
 
TALK IT OVER 
1. The BIG IDEA of the sermon was; the key to a generous life is not giving more, it's living different. Do you 
agree? Read Luke 21:1-4. What does this story reveal about Jesus' perspective on generosity? 
2. When challenged to be more generous, our inclination is to "try harder". What are some of the ways people 
(including you) try to be generous? What insight did you learn from Mark and Emily that underscored the value 
of "training wisely"? 
3. Pastor Mark said that I Corinthians 16:1-4 offered a "premeditated, calculated and designated" plan for 
generosity. Let's look at each of these: 
a. Premeditated. Do you have a rhythm and routine to your giving? What is it? Premeditated, can also include 
a commitment to give your "first fruits" (Proverbs 3:9) to the Lord. What does that mean and how would you do 
that? 
b. Calculated. When you calculate your giving, do you think in terms of dollars ($$) or percentages? What are 
the benefits of percentage giving? Read Malachi 3:10. God invites the people to test him according to his word 
on tithing (giving 10%). Have you ever done that? If so, how did it go? If not, would you consider it for a period 
of time (two weeks, a month, three months)? 
c. Designated. One way to designate giving is to give from a grateful heart and from a broken heart. If you 
chose that approach this coming week, where would you designate your giving? 
4. Put the words; Live, Save, Give, in the order that best describes your lifestyle. 
 
 
TALK IT OVER 
5. Is it easy or difficult to talk to your spouse or family members about giving? How are your attitudes about 
giving similar? How are they different? 
6. What are your thoughts about doing some "training" related to generosity? What will you consider doing? 
7. Tell your group about a "next step" you are willing to take this week? 
 
 
 
PRAY IT THROUGH 
Pray together about each of your group members' best next step. 


