
 
 
 
 

Growth Group Questions 
Jonah 4 

February 19-25, 2017 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
We all know people that irritate and annoy us. You could call them: "Sandpaper People". Sometimes they are 
casual acquaintances who we have to tolerate from time to time. More often, they are people who are a part of 
the routines and rhythms of our life.  
 
The fact is, Sandpaper People will always be a part of our lives. But there is good news. We can learn how to 
manage those relationships better. The Bible gives us insight and a deeper understanding of how to do it. 
During the month of February, we'll look at how handle the difficult people in our lives. The truth is that God 
can actually use the Sandpaper People in our lives. They help refine our faith and shape our character. It's not 
always easy, but it can be good. 
 

WARM IT UP 
1. When you hear the word “differences” in people what do you think of? 
2. Describe a time when you were in a situation or scenario in which you felt different from others? 

 
TALK IT OVER 

3. Read Jonah 1. Why do you think Jonah “ran away from the Lord?” What does this chapter reveal to us 

about God? In what ways do we run away from God?  

4. Read Jonah 2. What strikes you about Jonah’s prayer? Does his prayer reveal anything else to us 

about God? 

5. Read Jonah 3. Why is this chapter so significant? What is your reaction to this chapter? 

6. Read Jonah 4: 1-4.  Remember the context is God’s love and mercy has spared the city of Nineveh of 

the Assyrians. The Assyrians were arguably the cruelest of enemies towards God’s people. What might 

explain Jonah’s reaction?  How might Jonah answer God’s question to him? (v.4) 

7. Read Jonah 4:5-11.  What is the purpose of God’s object lesson to Jonah of the vine?  

8. The key truth of the sermon was “God’s love is one-sided.” What do you think is meant by this? 

9. Now read Matthew 5:43-48 and John 13:35. Why do you think Jesus commands us to love and pray for 

our “enemies” and “those who persecute” us? 

 

WORK IT OUT 
10. In our culture, where do we see differences creating “enemies?”  That is, who are some people we 

believe are not worthy of our love? How does Christ’s supernatural action on the cross help our natural 

reaction to withhold love? 

 

 

PRAY IT THROUGH 
Spend some time in confession. Confess boldly those times we have (or are) withholding God’s love and 
mercy from others. Spend some time praying for your/our “enemies.” Spend some time praising God that we 
are no longer his enemy; we are secure in Him; with confidence we can pray for and love our enemies 
because of what He has done for us through Christ. 


