
 
 
 
 

 Growth Group Questions 
SANDPAPER PEOPLE 

John 13:34-35 
February 5-11, 2017 

 
INTRODUCTION 
We all know people that irritate and annoy us. You could call them: "Sandpaper People". Sometimes they are 
casual acquaintances who we have to tolerate from time to time. More often, they are people who are a part of 
the routines and rhythms of our life. 
 
The fact is, Sandpaper People will always be a part of our lives. But there is good news.  We can learn how to 
manage those relationships better. The bible gives us insight and a deeper understanding of how to do it. 
During the month of February, we'll look at how handle the difficult people in our lives. The truth is that God 
can actually use the Sandpaper People in our lives. They help refine our faith and shape our character. It's not 
always easy, but it can be good. 
 
 
WARM IT UP 
What kind of people get under your skin most quickly? (Grumpy people, bossy people, arrogant people, 
impatient people, self depreciating people, etc...). What is the best way you've found to "manage" those 
relationships? 
 
 
 
 
TALK IT OVER 
1. Read John 13:34-35. What was the context of Jesus' teaching? What does that say about its importance? 
2. What evidence do you find in the gospels, of the disciples having a hard time getting along? What do you 
imagine their reaction was to Jesus' words? 
3. The BIG IDEA this week was: the interpretation we choose, determines the distance between us. Do you 
agree that we get to choose how to interpret other people's words or behavior? Have your words or behavior 
ever been misinterpreted? How did that affect the relationship and how did it get resolved? Have you ever 
misinterpreted another's words or behavior? 
3. Read Proverbs 19:11. How would you rate your wisdom, based on this verse? 
4. Read Romans 12:9, 10 and 18. How can you apply the words; sincere, good, devoted, honor and peace, to 
relationships with Sandpaper People? What do those words require of you? 
 
 
 
WORK IT OUT 
5. Pastor Mark gave four recommendations for our relationships with "button pushers". Which of them could 
you immediately apply? Which will take the most time, effort and prayer? 
6. Jesus ties our love for one another to our witness. Is there a relationship that needs growth or repair so that 
your witness for Christ becomes stronger? 
7. Who can you initiate a better relationship with this week? How can your Growth Group support you? 
8. How can the "weight" of God's love for you in Christ help you in difficult relationships? 
 
 
 
PRAY IT THROUGH 
Pray about the relationships you will seek to make better this week. Make a commitment to check in and 
encourage one another. 


