
 
 
 
 

Growth Group Questions 
Luke 6:32-36 

February 12-18, 2017 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
We all know people that irritate and annoy us. You could call them: "Sandpaper People". Sometimes they are 
casual acquaintances who we have to tolerate from time to time. More often, they are people who are a part of 
the routines and rhythms of our life.  
 
The fact is, Sandpaper People will always be a part of our lives. But there is good news. We can learn how to 
manage those relationships better. The Bible gives us insight and a deeper understanding of how to do it. 
During the month of February, we'll look at how handle the difficult people in our lives. The truth is that God 
can actually use the Sandpaper People in our lives. They help refine our faith and shape our character. It's not 
always easy, but it can be good. 
 

WARM IT UP 
In view of Valentine’s, what’s one of your favorite romantic comedies (or any comedy if you’re drawing a blank) 
- from the movies, tv, theater, or maybe a story from your own personal experience? 

 

 
TALK IT OVER 

1. Read Luke 6:32-34.  Who are the “sinners”?  What’s the issue with loving/doing good/lending to those 

who do the same to you? 

2. Read Luke 6:35.  Who are our “enemies”?  How does God’s attitude toward us (see Romans 5:8-10) 

and the sacrifice of Christ help us understand what it means to love our enemies? 

3. The sermon cautioned about manipulated motivations in our attempts to love.  How does loving 

“without expecting to get anything back” (verse 35) help with this? 

4. What is the “reward” referred to in verse 35?  How does a God-given desire for approval relate to 

reward and how we love? 

5. Read Luke 6:36.  What is the significance of this section closing with God’s mercy?  How might 

gratitude for those who do “share the love” help us in dealing with those who don’t so much? 

6. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7.  How does what you know about the situation in the Corinthian church 

relate to any of these qualities?  Which on the list do you think is most challenging in our current 

culture? 

 

WORK IT OUT 
7. What do you think is the biggest obstacle to living out the higher love Jesus talked about in this 

passage?  What is one step you could take toward overcoming that obstacle? 

8. In reflecting on the significance of gratitude, what are some relationships for which you are particularly 

grateful in your life today? 

9. As people built for approval, what practices or reminders can help us keep our focus on the approval of 

our Heavenly Father as opposed to trying to find our reward from the opinions, influences of the world? 

10. From the list in 1 Corinthians 13, what is one area that you would like to surrender to God and ask His 

Spirit to help transform in you? 

 



PRAY IT THROUGH 
Begin by giving thanks for how God has abundantly loved you even though you have not always “shared the 
love” with Him.  Offer thanks too for the people He has put in your life who have been a great blessing to 
you.  Pray that God would remind you of your approval in Him as your Heavenly Father.  Pray that He would 
give you greater confidence in His love and calling to live out that higher love with others, sacrificial but not 
manipulated.  Pray for an area you’d like to surrender more to Him from 1 Corinthians 13 or elsewhere, and 
that in so doing you would instead be more filled with His character and power. 
 

 


