
 

 

 

 

 

Growth Group Questions 
April 2-8, 2017 
Luke 9:23-25 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 From the beginning of his ministry, Jesus' mission was the cross. The Gospels make it clear, Jesus 
knew he had come to die. Christian author John Stott writes; 
"Despite the great importance of his teaching, his example and his works of compassion and power, 
none of these was central to his mission. What dominated his mind was not the living, but the giving 
of his life." 
 
During this season of Lent, we are going to explore the depth and significance of the cross. Let's 
also be empowered by the cross to live lives of gratitude and self-sacrifice...just like Jesus. 
 
 
WARM IT UP 
Share about a time when you had to make a hard choice, but it was the right choice. 
 
 
 
 
TALK IT OVER 
1. Read Luke 9:23. The cross was an instrument of death. Jesus seems to be saying that to follow 
him, means we have to "die" daily. What do you think he means by this? 
2. Read Luke 22:39-44. What did Pastor Mark say about the significance of this experience for 
Jesus? What do these verses tell you about the humanity of Jesus?  Have you ever felt 
"strengthened" in the midst of a difficult decision? 
3. Read Luke 9:24. What are the things people try to save their lives with, today? 
4. Read Philippians 3:4-11. In his early life what means was the Apostle Paul using to try to save his 
life? What was his conclusion and how does it connect with Jesus' words in Luke? 
5. Read Luke 9:25. Why do you think Jesus paints such a dramatic picture (gaining the world/losing 
your soul) of the decision to follow him? How does this compare to the way you view your journey of 
faith with Jesus? 
 
 
 
WORK IT OUT 
6. Talk about the difference between being a "consumer" of Jesus and a "follower" of Jesus. Which 
camp do you find yourself in more often? What prevents people from being more committed 
followers? 
7. Where do you feel the most tension between what God wants for you and what you want for you? 
What would it look like to "take up your cross daily" in that situation? 
8. Following Jesus will eventually cost you something. What upcoming "cost", are you anticipating? 
How can your Growth Group support you? 
 
 
 
 
PRAY IT THROUGH 
Pray about the situation you described in your response to question 7 or 8. 
Check in with each other this week for encouragement and support. 


