
 

Growth Group Questions 

STOPPERS 

How could a loving God send people to hell? 
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INTRODUCTION 

Hell is one of the most talked about subjects in the Bible. Though it is mentioned only a few 

times in the Old Testament, it is a significant topic in the New Testament. Many Christians 

would rather not think about hell.  Non-believers find it very difficult to accept the idea of a 

'loving God' and the reality of hell. Its easy to see that for most people, hell is a STOPPER. Let's 

take a personal and biblical look at this important topic. In doing so, we can deepen our own 

faith and be equipped to engage others in important spiritual conversations. 

 

WARM IT UP 

1. How often do you think about hell? In your own words, define hell. 

 

 

2. What images do you associate with hell? 

 

 

TALK IT OVER 

3. Read Romans 1:18. Discuss the tension between a God who is loving and the anger of God 

against sin. Do you agree with Pastor Mark's assertion that the greater our love for someone, 

the greater our potential for anger at what is destructive to their lives? Have you experienced 

this in your own life and relationships? Is this analogy helpful in your understanding of God? 

 

 

4. Read Matthew 25:41 and II Peter 2:17. Fire and darkness are two images often associated 

with hell. Discuss what Pastor Mark said in the sermon about these images. 

How is this different from the more common and traditional understanding? Do they make the 

reality of hell more or less ominous? 

 

 

 

5. Read Luke 16:19-31. Which characteristics of the rich man continue to endure in his place of 

torment? Does anything surprise you about his attitude toward his circumstances/condition? 

How would you state the main point of this parable? 

 

 

 

6. Tim Keller has said; "Hell is one's freely chosen identity apart from God on a trajectory into 



infinity." In what ways do you see this revealed in the parable? The rich man does not ask to 

leave Hades. Why do you think this is? 

 

 

7. Read Luke 15:11-24. What does this parable tell you about the heart of God toward those 

who are "...still a long way off"? How is the image of the father helpful as a backdrop to a 

discussion about hell? 

 

 

8. Read II Peter 3:9 and John 3:16. How can these verses be an important part of a 

conversation about hell? 

 

 

9. What do you think about the statement; "No one suffers more to keep people out of hell than 

God"? 

 

 

WORK IT OUT 

10. Do you think people willingly choose hell? 

 

 

11. To what extent do you trust God about heaven and hell and how has the sermon impacted 

that? 

 

 

12. Do you know anyone for whom the reality of hell is a STOPPER? How could you engage 

them in a meaningful conversation? 

 

 

PRAY IT THROUGH 

Spend some time praying for people you know, who struggle with this question. Pray by name 

for those you know, who haven't put their trust in Jesus. Through prayer, make yourself 

available to God to be a person of compassion and influence on their lives. 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

1. The Reason for God - Tim Keller 

2. The Great Divorce - C.S. Lewis 

3. Surprised by Hope - N.T. Wright 

 

 


