
 
 

Growth Group Questions 
Isaiah 9:6 

November 27- December 3, 2016 

 
WARM IT UP 
1. What is one tradition or practice that you like to keep during the Christmas season? 
2. Think of when you’ve held an infant.  What thoughts do you think were running through the shepherd’s 

minds as they beheld the infant Jesus having been told by angels, “He is Christ the Lord?” 
 
 
TALK IT OVER 
3. Read Hebrews 4:15 and Isaiah 53:3.  The sermon on Sunday looked at the significance of Jesus coming 

as an infant.   What experiences might Jesus have missed if he had just appeared as an adult?  How is it 
helpful to you to know that the Son of God experienced life from the womb to adulthood?  

4. Read Isaiah 53:2, Matthew 11:29 and John 1:29.  There is an amazing juxtaposition in scripture between 
the awesome power of God and His tender mercy.  What were the people of Jesus’ time expecting as a 
Messiah?  What does the way Jesus came tell us about the character of God?  Why might God have used 
the lamb, out of any other animal or reference, as a way for us to understand His purposes for us? 

5. Prophecies of Christ’s birth were made hundreds of years before (e.g. Isaiah 7:14, Micah 5:2).  What do 
the prophecies surrounding Jesus’ birth and the divine provision over him from childhood (see Matthew 
2:13) teach us about the sovereignty of God?  How does God’s faithfulness over Jesus’ life give us 
confidence in His promises to us, such as in Philippians 1:6 and Romans 8:28?  

6. Read Luke 1:46-53.  Jesus was not born into a family of worldly wealth or power, but instead He was 
raised among the poor of his time, which Mary reflects in this Luke passage.  How does the humble 
environment of Jesus’ upbringing reflect God’s heart?  How does the example of Christ’s life and the 
emphasis on God’s care for the poor in scripture speak to our priorities (see Luke 4:18-19 and Matthew 
25:34-40)? 

7. Read Matthew 1:22-23 and John 1:14.  What does the good news of “Immanuel” and Christ’s “incarnation” 
tell us about how God desires to relate to us?  Today we too are given the privilege of Christ’s Spirit 
dwelling with us (1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19), yet in Scripture we see that some embrace that reality (Mary, 
disciples) and others do not (Jesus’ brothers before His resurrection, Pharisees).  What in our lives can 
impact our embracing or not embracing the gift of His presence to us? 
 

WORK IT OUT 
8. What does it mean to you to “abide” or “remain” in Christ (John 15:4)?  What is helpful or can be helpful to 

growing in your embrace and joy of God’s desire to dwell with you and you with Him? 
9. Of the five areas covered in the questions above, which resonates most with you as an area to grow in 

your understanding of God or in living out that truth in your day-to-day activities? 
10. What opportunity can you seize this Advent season (perhaps through an SRPC outreach like Angel Tree or 

Camp Parks) to intentionally reflect the good news to others that the “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace,” has come to dwell with us? 
 
 

PRAY IT THROUGH 
Spend some time praying for one another.  Give thanks that despite our sin and rebellion, God has broken 
into our world and by His great mercy has taken on flesh that He might dwell with us and we with Him.  Ask 
God to renew your awareness, your desire, your awe, your joy for abiding in Him.  Ask that He would open 
up opportunities for you to reflect His dwelling in you to others, that His presence would be glorified in 
community as well as in your personal walk. 


