
 

 

Swimmin’ In The Deep End 
Philippians 2: 19-30 

June 5-11, 2016 
 

Warm It Up 
1. Who is someone that has been influential in your life in a positive way? What were the qualities of that 

person? 
2. What are our culture’s criteria for success? 

 
 
Talk it Over 

3. Read Philippians 2:19-24. What characteristics of Timothy have made a significant impression on Paul? 
(Hint: there are at least four key ones!)  

4. Look at v. 22 and notice the phrase “… because as a son with his father he has served with me in the 
work of the gospel.”(NIV)  Why do you think each of these prepositions are so important relative to 
Paul’s description of Timothy to the church in Philippi? 

5. Read Philippians 2:25-30. What can we imply about Paul’s relationship with Epaphroditus? (Hint: see v. 
25, 27, and 28) Compare Paul’s descriptions of Epaphroditus to Timothy. What similarities and 
differences do we notice?  

6. In v. 26 Paul tells the Philippians that Epaphroditus is “distressed” because the Philippians heard he 
was ill. The word used by Paul for “distressed” is the same word used about Jesus’ distress in the 
Garden of Gethsemane! Why do you think Epaphroditus is in such a state? Why does Paul take such 
care in prepping the Philippians church in receiving Epaphroditus? 

7. Now read the famous chapter 1 Corinthians 13. Remember this too was written by Paul. This famous 
passage is sandwiched between instructions on how a church should appropriately be using their gifts. 
In relation to the Philippian church, how might this chapter be applied? 

8. If time allows, reread the whole of Philippians 2. There are four portraits given to us – that of Jesus, 
Paul, Timothy, and Epaphroditus. How does the portrait of Jesus in Philippians 2 emerge in the 
portraits of the other three? How does this shape our definition of a “successful” church? 

 
 
Work It Out 

9. There is a snarky saying, “church would be great if there were no people!” By God’s definition the 
church IS people – the body of believers unified by what Christ has done. How does this truth, coupled 
with Paul’s descriptions of and instructions regarding Timothy and Epaphroditus, inform how we view 
each other in the church? 

10. Don referenced five criteria that make up the “portrait” of God’s people. Which criteria do you see 
most prevalent in your church experience? Which criteria do you see most lacking? 

  
 

Pray It Through 
Spend some time praying for SRPC. Thanks God for specific people of SRPC – their qualities that help our local 
church be a success. Spend time confessing times we may not have seen people the same way God sees them 
as part of the church.  

 


