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    Philippians 3:1-11 

   June 12-18, 2016 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Life can be intimidating. Like the deep end of a swimming pool, many of us would rather NOT go under the 

rope! Instead, we hope to stay and play in the shallow end. But a growing relationship with Jesus can equip us 

with what we need to face 'deep end' places. 

Paul's letter to the Philippians shows us the reality of life's hardships. We also see the impact of faith in those 

places. Philippians is a joy-filled letter in the face of great challenges. Let's take some lessons from God's word 

and learn to swim in the 'deep end' places of life, with confidence. 

 

 

WARM IT UP 

1. Do you remember writing your first resume? What kinds of experiences and qualifications were probably 

listed? 

2. Generally speaking, how important are resumes to employers? 

 

 

 

TALK IT OVER 

3. Read Philippians 3:1-3. In verse 2, the Apostle Paul makes some strong statements against a certain 

people. In his sermon, Mark referred to these people. Who are they? What is ironic about Paul's names for 

them? 

4. Read Acts 15:5-12. What was the issue at the center of this debate? Who were some of the key speakers at 

the meeting? What arguments were made? 

5. Read Acts 15:13-21. Who was the deciding voice? What was the decision? 

6. In Philippians 3:4-6 Paul outlines his resume. How 'qualified' is Paul in terms of his religion? 

7. Read Philippians 3:7-11. In the sermon, Mark talked about the fact that Paul got 'wrecked' and his resume 

was 'trashed'. Based on these verses, create a few bullet points for Paul's new resume. 

8. What accomplishments do you think Paul was most passionate about pursuing after he met Christ? 

 

 

 

 

WORK IT OUT 

9. Do you think believers today fall into the trap of building a certain kind of resume?  Are there particular 

"accomplishments" related to your faith that you are proud of or known for? 

10. What does it mean to you, to be wrecked by grace? 

11. In light of the grace given to us in Jesus Christ, what is the place or role of Christian behaviors and 

accomplishments? How can you keep yourself from slipping into a resume building mindset? 

 

 

 

 



PRAY IT THROUGH 

Spend some time in prayer using Philippians 3:7 as a prompt. Confess the Christian behaviors and 

accomplishments that you have used as resume builders. 

Finish by reading Philippians 3:9 and thanking God for the righteousness that comes through faith in Christ 

alone. 


