
 
 Growth Group Questions 

 HOW WE GROW 
Acts 17:16-34 

November 13-19 
 

WARM IT UP 
Think about a time when you were in a place that was "out of your comfort zone". What were 
some of your feelings/emotions? Are you more inclined to face an uncomfortable situation 
head on, or look for a way out? 
 
 
TALK IT OVER 
1. Read Acts 17:16-21. What aspects of Paul's background would have made Athens a difficult 
place to be? How did he respond and how does this signal growth? 
2. The bible specifically mentions Epicurean and Stoic philosophers in dialogue with Paul. 
What were some of the attitudes expressed toward Paul? What do you know about these 
philosophies that would have put them at odds with the Gospel? 
3. Read Acts 17:22-34. Pastor Mark talked about Paul finding common ground from which to 
address people at the Areopagus. What evidence of that do you see in these verses? 
4. What core elements of the Gospel does Paul present? How does his presentation 
demonstrate an understanding of his audience? 
5. What topic created division among those who were listening? Do you see evidence of this 
elsewhere in Acts? 
 
 
 
WORK IT OUT 
6. Idolatry is taking a good thing and making it an ultimate thing. What kinds of things become 
idols for people? 
7.  What is it, if taken from you, would result in a loss of identity or meaning in life? How do you 
walk the line between attributing great value to something, and idolatry? 
8. Think of a recent time when you missed an opportunity to connect culture with faith. Looking 
back, how could you have made the connection? 
9. Where are good places for you to connect culture with faith? 
10. Has God been prompting you to have a conversation about Jesus with someone recently? 
If not, pray for a prompting. If so, how could you apply what you've learned to the 
conversation? 
 
 
PRAY IT THROUGH 
Spend time praying about the things you are tempted to make into idols. Ask God for the 
wisdom and courage to keep them in perspective. 
Pray for open eyes and an open heart to a conversation about Jesus. 


