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Mark 8:27-9:1 

 
Getting Started 
The Gospel of Mark is a rapid paced account of Jesus’ life and teaching. Mark’s primary goal is to 
demonstrate that Jesus is the Son of God. He does this by giving us an inside look into the life, ministry, 
and most importantly, the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
The final account in our series is a dramatic one. The major question that has been asked in Mark up to 
this point is who is this Jesus? Now, the question becomes personal and Jesus allows his mission to be 
revealed.  In a matter of moments Peter goes from rightly identifying Jesus as Messiah to being rebuked 
by Christ. In the midst of this drama the truth of Jesus’ suffering, the cost of discipleship, and the great 
paradox of our faith emerge.  
 
Warm It Up 

1. Have you ever had an experienced where you have been stereotyped and/or there have been 
misconceptions about you? Have you ever stereotyped someone realizing later your 
preconceived notions were wrong? 

2. What views do you think our culture holds about suffering? 
 

Talk It Over 
3. Read Mark 8:27-32. 
4. Just like last week, Jesus made it clear that he must suffer, be rejected, be killed, and then rise 

again. Why was it so difficult for Peter to accept this? Why is this still difficult to accept? 
5. Read Mark 8:33-9:1. 
6. Don, quoting Darrell Johnson, said to deny yourself means to "say no to the god who is me, to 

reject the demands of the god who is me, to refuse to the claims of the god who is me." What 
does this look like in our daily lives? 

7. In our culture today, what does it look like for us to "take up our cross?" 
8. How do you understand Jesus' paradoxical statement that a person who loses their life will save 

it? 
9. Read Philippians 3:7-11. What stands out to you about this passage? What do you think "the 

fellowship of sharing in his sufferings" means? 
 
Work It Out 
10. What are the misconceptions we have about Jesus today - especially when we encounter suffering of 
any kind.  
11.  Why can a disciple of Christ, regardless of circumstances, live with a deep and profound sense of 
joy? 
 
Pray it Through 
Share praises of when God has seen you through hard times and share prayer requests of where you 
need to see God's perspective on what you are going through.  


