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Mark 1:35-39 

 

GETTING STARTED 
The Gospel of Mark is a rapid paced account of Jesus' life and teaching. Mark’s primary goal is to demonstrate 
that Jesus is the Son of God. He does this by giving us an inside look into the life, ministry and most 
importantly, the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
The second account in our series takes place after Jesus’ first full day of ministry as recorded by Mark.  As with 
the previous study on Identity, Jesus again faces a challenge as to the path He will follow.  Although not 
deliberately sinister as the temptation in the wilderness, the disciples bring to head another critical decision 
point for Jesus that will reflect the kind of ministry He will lead and the kind of relationship He will have with His 
Father.  His response models for His disciples and us two key priorities in successfully navigating life’s daily 
issues, and particularly its defining moments.  

 
WARM IT UP 
1. Are you more of a morning person or a night person?  In other words, do you tend to be more energized, 
productive, creative in the morning or at night? 
2. Thinking back to the beginning of your Christian journey, who was a person that helped make the good 
news of Jesus real and meaningful for you? 
 
TALK IT OVER 
3. Read Mark 1:35-39. 
What happened the night before this passage that made Jesus’ early rising particularly poignant (Read Mark 
1:32-34)?  How did placing a priority on communication with His Father impact Jesus’ life and mission, and 
what can we take away from His example today? 
4. What do you think was going through the disciples’ minds as they went to look for Jesus in verse 36, or 
when they finally found Him and exclaimed “everyone is looking for you!” in verse 37? 
5. Note that Mark doesn’t actually call them “disciples” here, but instead “Simon and his companions.”  Is Mark 
trying to make a point with waiting to the following chapter to give them that designation? 
6. What does Jesus’ reply in verse 38 tell us about His priority and the nature of His ministry? 
 
WORK IT OUT 
7. In verse 38 Jesus explains why He has come.  What answer would you give to someone asking about your 
purpose for being here or God’s call on your life? 
8. Do you find it challenging to talk to unchurched people about Jesus?  What do you think are some of the 
barriers that keep us from sharing the good news more readily today? 
9. What is one step you could take to make communication with the Father a greater priority in your life? 
10. Where might God be giving you an opportunity to share about your relationship with Him? 
  

PRAY IT THROUGH 

Spend some time in prayer for the week ahead. Pray specifically for situations group members have 

mentioned. 


