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Mark 1:9-11 

 

GETTING STARTED 

The Gospel of Mark is a rapid paced account of Jesus' life and teaching. Mark’s primary goal is to demonstrate 

that Jesus is the Son of God. He does this by giving us an inside look into the life, ministry and most 

importantly, the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

The first account we see in the gospel is Jesus' baptism. This event speaks uniquely and clearly to Jesus' 

identity. Interestingly, it comes before Jesus has done any teaching, called any disciples or healed any person. 

The baptism of Jesus stands alone. 

As we walk through the account, let's allow it to speak to each of us, personally. Like Jesus, our true identity is 

secured in God's love for us. A love that needs to be experienced apart from what we accomplish or how 

others feel about us. 

 

WARM IT UP 

1.Think of an accomplishment that stands out from your childhood or early years.  What was it? Do you 

remember how you felt about yourself after? 

2. Do you know whether or not you were baptized? If you were an infant, are there pictures? If you were older, 

what do you remember? 

 

TALK IT OVER 

3. Read Mark 1:9-11. 

Jesus was baptized by John in the Jordan River. What do we know about John, his mission and what he was 

looking for? (Read John 1:29-34) 

4. Pastor Mark talked about the significance of the heavens being torn open (verse 10). Read Mark 15:37-39. 

Do you see any relationship between the two? 

5. The Spirit descends on Jesus at his baptism. Can you think of events in Jesus' life and ministry confirming 

that he continued to be led and directed by the Spirit? 

6. What is the significance of the words of affirmation in verse 11, coming prior to any ministry activities? How 

do you think this shaped his identity as Jesus began his ministry? 

 

WORK IT OUT 

7. In your quest to find and be secure your identity, where do you typically look? (Examples: your work, friends, 

accomplishments, family, financial security, etc...). In what ways are those places insufficient or incomplete? 

8. Pastor Mark talked about the importance of the cross. How does the cross of Jesus secure our identity? 

What affect does the cross have on the other places we search for identity? 

9. Which of the verses Mark read at the end of the sermon is the most encouraging to you and why? 

10. Looking to the week ahead, where might you need to apply the truths you have learned? 

 PRAY IT THROUGH 

Spend some time in prayer for the week ahead. Pray specifically for situations group members have 

mentioned. 


