What does the Bible mean when it says
“We will give an account”

Consider the context: what surrounds this particular phrase and
what role does this phrase play in the passage?

Consider Scripture as a whole: do other passages inform us on
what this means, as well as what it cannot mean?

Consider clear passages: don’t allow difficult or unclear areas of
Scripture to cast a fog on clear passages.

Consider our human limitations: it is always good to ask questions,
but ask with humility.



Psalm 103:10-12

(103:10) He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.

(103:11) For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;

(103:12) as far as the east is from the west, so far does he
remove our transgressions from us.



Isaiah 38:17

“...in love you have delivered my life from the pit of
destruction, for you have cast all my sins behind your back.”

Isaiah 43:25

“I, 1 am he who blots out your transgressions for my own
sake, and | will not remember your sins.



John 1:29

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin
of the world!

1 John 2:2

He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only
but also for the sins of the whole world



Matthew 12:36-37

36 | tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account
for every careless word they speak, 37 for by your words you
will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”



Matthew » Chapter 12

Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath
12 At that time “Jesus went through the grainfields

on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and
*they began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. ? But
when the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, ¥*Look,
your disciples are doing *what is not lawtful to do on
the Sabbath.” 3 He said to them, ““Have you not read
what David did when he was hungry, and those who
were with him: 4how he entered the house of God
and ate "the bread of the Presence, which it was not
lawful for him to eat nor for those who were with
him, but only for the priests? 5 Or have you not read
‘in the Law how on the Sabbath the priests in the
temple profane the Sabbath and are guiltless? 61 tell
you, ‘something greater than the temple is here.
7 And if you had known “what this means, F1 desire
mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you would not have con-
demned the guiltless. 3 For fthe Son of Man is lord
of the Sabbath.”

A Man with a Withered Hand
9He went on from there and "entered their syna-

gogue. *And a man was there with a withered
hand. And they asked him, i“Is it lawful to heal on
the Sabbath?"—Jso that they might accuse him. ** He
said to them, “Which one of you who has a sheep, kif
it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold of
it and lift it out? 2!Of how much more value is a
man than a sheep! So ™it is lawful to do good on the

Sabbath.” 13 Then he said to the man, “Stretch out
your hand.” And "the man stretched it out, and it
was restored, healthy like the other. 4But the
Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how
to destroy him.

God's Chosen Servant
!5Jesus, aware of this, *withdrew from there. And

Pmany followed him, and he healed them all *¢and
Jordered them not to make him known. !7 "This was
to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah:

185“Behold, my 'servant whom I have chosen,
my beloved with whom my soul is well
pleased.
“Twill put my Spirit upon him,
and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
9 Hewill not quarrel or cryaloud,
nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets;
20 3 bruised reed he will not break,
and a smoldering wick he will not quench,
until he brings justice to victory;
21 Pand in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

Blasphemy Against the Holy Spirit
22UThen a demon-oppressed man who was blind

and mute was brought to him, and he healed him,
so that the man spoke and saw. 23¥And all the
people were amazed, and said, *“Can this be the Son
of David?” 24 But when the Pharisees heard it,

they said, ¥“It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of
demons, that this man casts out demons.”
35ZKnowing their thoughts, °he said to them,
“Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste,
and no city or house divided against itself will stand.
26 And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against
himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 37 And if
I cast out demons by Beelzebul, "by whom do ‘your
sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your
judges. 28 But if it is “by the Spirit of God that I cast
out demons, then ‘the kingdom of God has come
upon you. 290r Jhow can someone enter a strong
man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first
binds the strong man? Then indeed fhe may plunder
his house. 3°"Whoever is not with me is against me,
and whoever does not gather with me scatters.
3! Therefore 1 tell you, every sin and blasphemy will
be forgiven people, but jthe blasphemy against the
Spirit will not be forgiven. 3 And whoever speaks a
word *against the Son of Man !will be forgiven, but
Jwhoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be
forgiven, either in ™this age or in the age to come.

ATree Is Known by Its Fruit
33™Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or

make the tree bad and its fruit bad, °for the tree is
known by its fruit. 34"You brood of vipers! How can
you speak good, %when you are evil? "For out of the
abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The

Search Result

good person out of his good treasure brings forth
good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure
brings forth evil. 361 tell you, on the day of judg-

ment ‘people will give account for “every careless
word they speak, 37 for by your words you will be
justified, and by your words you will be

condemned.”

The Sign of Jonah
38Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered

him, saying, “Teacher, “we wish to see a sign from
you.” 39But he answered them, *“An evil and Yadul-
terous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will
be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.
40 For Zjust as Jonah was three days and three nights
in the belly of the great fish, 2so will the Son of Man
be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth. 41/The men of Nineveh will rise up at the
judgment with this generation and ‘condemn it, for
dthey repented at the preaching of Jonah, and
behold, ‘something greater than Jonah is here.
42/The queen of the South will rise up at the judg-
ment with this generation and condemn it, for she
came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom
of Solomon, and behold, ‘something greater than
Solomon is here.

Return of an Unclean Spirit
43“When fthe unclean spirit has gone out of a



Matthew 12:36-37

What is the main idea or main focus of the passage?

What role does the phrase “give an account” play in the passage?

What biblical principles can we learn?



