
The church has recently received two requests from two different same-sex 

couples who are not members of our congregation, but are looking for a venue to 

hold their wedding ceremonies in 2018. Both couples come from religious 

traditions in which they are still active, but which will not affirm or officially 

sanction their marriages. They have asked us to request approval for non-member 

wedding ceremonies on their behalf. Below is some background information 

about each couple.  

Ellen Euclide and Colleen Fitzpatrick are members of St. Dominic’s Catholic Church 

in Shaker Heights. They are hoping to get married Saturday, April 14, 2018. 

From Ellen and Colleen - We moved to Cleveland a year ago and joined St. 

Dominic's in Shaker. We really love the community there; Colleen sings in the 

choir and I am on the parish council. Fr. Tom and the other staff know that we are 

getting married and have been really wonderful. However, as you know, there are 

certain lines you can't cross in the Catholic Church and us getting married there is 

simply not possible. 

While living in Chicago, we became good friends with Jeff and his wife Carrie -- 

who were both in Presbyterian seminary when we met them. As a result, I 

probably know more about Presbyterian beliefs than most Catholics and am glad 

to have found such welcome there. Jeff is now an associate pastor at Covenant 

Presbyterian in Madison, Wisconsin and previously worked at First Presbyterian of 

Pottstown in PA. He has a passion for teen and youth ministry but also preaches 

on Sundays and all the other usual pastor duties.  

As for Colleen and I, we became friends in Catholic Campus Ministry during 

freshman year of college but didn't start dating until nearly 10 years later when 

we reconnected on Facebook. We recently moved to Cleveland from Chicago to 

be closer to family. Our faith and having all the people we love at our wedding are 

important to us so although we considered having it outside or in a secular space, 

it didn't feel quite sacramental. I know that sharing your space with someone 

outside your congregation is not customary, so I really appreciate you taking this 

to your board.  



Matthew Loveday and Michael Kulig are United Methodist and Catholic, respectively. Michael 

Currently Attends at Blessed Trinity Catholic Church in Cleveland. Matthew grew up in First 

UMC of Barnesville, but does not have a current church home. They are hoping to get married 

in October of 2018, on one of the following dates, all Saturdays: 10/06, 10/20, 10/27. 

From Michael - Thank you for considering us as candidates for marriage at your church. I know 

that you have been speaking with Matt primarily via phone, so I figured I would take the lead 

on writing our biography for you and the council. Matt and I are overjoyed that we may be able 

to keep Christ at the center of our special day, saying our vows to one another in His presence. 

When we first started dating, I shared with Matt that I am Catholic, and how important 

attending weekly mass and being active in my faith is to me. I expected the usual confused 

stare and questioning about why I would still go to a church that wasn’t supportive, etc. But he 

didn’t.  Rather, he offered to go with me. And he went with me every week that he could. I told 

him that I honestly was not trying to force my religion on him at all. But then, I found out that 

he ordered “Catholic Mass for Dummies” so that he could better understand what was going 

on. I knew he was a keeper in that moment, and that I had found a truly special man.  

 That being said, I’m sure that maybe you and some of the members of the council are 

wondering the same question: “Why would you still want to be Catholic if they don’t value the 

whole you? Why not join the church that will allow you to get married?” I used to ponder the 

answer to this a lot as I was coming out during the end of my college career, and I realized that I 

needed to stay as a model of what it means to be both gay and catholic. I unfortunately did not 

have any gay role models growing up, especially not within my faith community. I wonder what 

it would have been like if I had seen other gay individuals active within my faith community, 

raising a family in the faith, etc. If every LGBT person were to leave the Catholic faith, then how 

would it ever change its viewpoint on us, if it couldn’t see God’s love working in our lives.  

 For this reason, I am glad that you and the Church of the Covenant are considering 

allowing same sex couples to marry here in an ecumenical spirit. We found out about your 

church after performing a search online and then reaching out via email. You were the first 

pastor to respond with compassion as well as respect for our different faith traditions. I’m sure 

this letter is much more than you expected, but I hope it gives you insight into our faith lives 

and who are as people. We look forward to meeting with you, and we hope that you and the 

Council will decide to let us marry in your beautiful church. 


