
Trustees Meeting  

Church of the Covenant 

May 16, 2017 

DRAFT minutes 

 

Attendance: Members present: Ron James, Ann Williams, Patty Fowler, Keith Kallay, James 

Mate, Tom Keys, Russell Hack, Kathy Farkas, Harriet Wadsworth and Martha Goble 

Staff: Amy Starr Redwine 

The meeting opened in prayer at 6:30.  The April minutes were approved without addition or 

correction.  Thank you to Jim Mate for serving as secretary.  

The trustees welcomed new members, Russell Hack, Harriet Wadsworth and Tom Keys.  As an 

opening exercise, each trustee made a short introduction talking about favorite committees and or 

experiences at the church.  Tom Keys shared his statement of faith and the trustees thanked him 

for his willingness to share with us. 

Pastor’s Report:  Amy Starr Redwine announced this coming Sunday is Ordination and 

Installation Sunday.  She reported on the 2030 District’s tour of Trinity Cathedral next Thursday 

at 4PM and invited trustees to participate.  The tour’s focus will be on the use of geothermal 

heating and cooling.  She reported that the organ pipes will be picked up, per Jonathon’s 

information, on June 13, 2017.   The church has received an anonymous gift from a family in the 

congregation, of $100,000 to fund a defined maintenance project.  Trustees will select five 

projects and forward them to Session and they will select three projects and forward them to the 

member family who will choose the funded project.  Harriet Wadsworth, Martha Goble and 

Keith Kallay will meet to make the decision of the five projects to be forwarded.  Trustees talked 

about the possibility of including the Phase III work on the kitchen as a timely and urgent project 

and about combining several discrete projects into a larger one. 

President’s Report: Martha Goble gave an overview of the Lower Level project (handout entitled 

“Update from the Lower Level Committee” included), the changes in the committee 

membership, and the description of each phase.  Amy Starr Redwine asked that all who have 

been invited to participate in the lower level project be included in communication and meetings.  

The handout of the lower level project will be shared with the Session.  Martha reviewed a 

number of smaller projects that are in focus for the summer including, but not limited to the 



following: clean-up of the pantry; major cleaning of the church and a plan for keeping the church 

clean; a plan for outside maintenance; and cleaning out the youth lounge.  Martha asked for a 

volunteer to attend the next Session meeting; Tom Keys will attend Session in May. 

Request from Mindy Stewart: Martha Goble read a proposal from Mindy Stewart regarding the 

space in back of the church formerly used as a garden.  Ann Williams explained that the space 

has raised garden beds which have been unproductive in the past growing seasons and now are 

filled with weeds.  Mindy proposed several alternatives for the use of this space and has 

volunteered to raise funds and to change the look and use of the space.  The trustees encourage 

Mindy to continue to plan for a change in the use of this space.  David Gressley had also 

submitted suggestions for this space and trustees suggested that Mindy review David’s 

suggestions and to provide an update on her plans as they are further developed.  

Condo Progress:  Jim Mate updated the trustees on the progress to file with Probate Court to 

transfer the title of the condo to Rev. Singleton’s daughter.  The trustees would like to see 

progress on this matter and a clear path to title transfer or to find another lawyer to guide the 

probate process. The trustees acknowledged Jim Mate’s work on the project and thanked him for 

his continuing involvement in efforts to transfer the title to the executor of Rev. Singleton’s 

estate so the property can be sold.  

Building and Grounds Committee Meeting Update: Keith Kallay reviewed the progress on the 

Building and Grounds tasks list as well as a new project to replace the handicapped parking sign.  

He suggested that the trustees move to have the parking lot sealed and lined on May 27
th

 and the 

trustees agreed with this plan.  The budget for this project was already approved and no vote was 

taken.  The estimate for this work is $5,200.  

Treasurer’s Report: There was no Treasurer’s Report. 

Old Business: The internal audit committee is scheduled for Thursday, May 18 and Russell 

Hack, Cherie Keys and Keith Kallay will attend.   

The Investment Committee will meet on June 21, 2017 and Jim Mate, Keith Kallay, Martha 

Goble and Amy Starr Redwine will attend.  After that meeting there will be a discussion about 

continuing with BOS or to change management companies.  Ron Neill will be consulted prior to 

a decision to change management companies.   Jonathan Moyer’s mortgage is expected to be 

transferred to a commercial lender by July 15, 2017. 

New Business: There was a discussion about the oil well property and a need to have it appraised 



and added to the church’s assets.  Membership concerns were raised.  The Rev. Starr Redwine 

and the trustees discussed current efforts that have an impact on membership: long term financial 

strategy, ministry review task force, and the self-study review.   Covenant’s experience is similar 

to other main line congregations which have been experiencing decreased in membership as well 

as increases in non-pledge giving.  These trends, along with the growth of residential real estate 

in University Circle, will require sustained strategic thinking, which will be integrated into every 

Session meeting during the next several years.   

Announcements:  

Martha Goble announced that she will become the Vice-Moderator of the Presbytery of the 

Western Reserve and the trustees congratulated her on this honor.  

Ann Williams will serve as the representative to the Nominating Committee 

Tom Keys will serve as the representative to the Personnel Committee 

June Meeting  June 20, 2017  

Trustees will take a vacation and no meeting will be scheduled in July. 

The meeting closed in prayer at 8:05 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen J. Farkas  


