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Trustees Meeting  

Church of the Covenant 

June 20, 2017 

APPROVED with corrections to spelling. 

 

Attendance: Members present: Ann Williams, Patty Fowler, Keith Kallay, James Mate, Tom 

Keys, Russell Hack, Kathy Farkas, Harriet Wadsworth and Martha Goble 

Session Representative: Will Klein 

Staff: Amy Starr Redwine 

Members Excused: Ron James 

The meeting opened in prayer at 6:30.  The May minutes were approved without addition or 

correction. Russell shared his statement of faith and the trustees thanked him for his willingness 

to share with us. 

Pastor’s Report:  Amy Starr Redwine reported on the work of the Self Study Review Task Force 

which is reviewing the church’s 2012 self -study report.  The Task Force is working with a 

consultant from Union Theological Seminary. The goal of this group is to engage in strategic 

thinking and planning to encourage ways to attract new people and reshape roles, to generate 

new funding and use current funding in innovative ways and to re-vision infrastructure and 

assets.  There will be a second Enneagram group beginning at the church and several Trustees 

spoke about their personal experiences and the benefits of the Enneagram process.   

Amy Starr Redwine asked for a representative to attend Session next week as well as for the 

August 16
th

 Session meeting.    

President’s Report: Martha Goble announced there will be a Church Work Day on July 2, 2017 

and a gave a brief overview of the status of the new doors for the lower level and the 

redecoration of the women’s lower bathroom.  She gave an update of the Lower Level project 

and a revised budget (entitled: Church of the Covenant-Lower Level Renovation: Project Target 

Budgeting). Martha reported that Tom Keys has joined her in conversations and a project 

review/walk through with Christopher P. Trotta, AIA, of the Design to Serve team.  There are 

changes in the focus of the project-from a restaurant level kitchen to a kitchen that will serve the 

needs of the congregation and church related event space.  The total budget for the re-focused 

project is $375,017.21 and the subtotal of construction costs is $283,856.  This budget estimate is 
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not complete in that the estimates for air conditioning and several other line items are not 

included or final.  Martha continued by saying that she felt confident with the architect, Chris 

Trotta, and excited about the ways the refocused project would serve the church.  Trustees 

revisited the process to present the anonymous donors with three projects and the fact that 

Session listed the lower level project as a priority along with the parking lot shed and a number 

of smaller, related projects. Martha reported that the architect from Design to Serve had indicated 

that he would need $7,000 to begin the design process and she felt confident that the Trustees 

should pursue this path. 

MOTION:  Keith Kallay made a motion that the Trustees approve up to $10,000 from the lower 

level funds to begin the design process of the Lower Level project with Design to Serve architect 

Christopher P. Trotta, AIA.  Patty Fowler seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the 

vote to approve was unanimous without any abstentions. 

There was a question about the possibility involving the stewardship campaign in the funding 

efforts for the lower level project and the need to co-ordinate funding-raising efforts at the 

church.  The Trustees agreed it would be helpful to have the architect make a presentation in 

early September to the congregation about the plans for the lower level. 

Building and Grounds Committee Meeting Update: Keith Kallay reviewed the progress on the 

Building and Grounds tasks list and announced the plans for the Buildings and Grounds work 

day on July 2 after church.  There will be a list of projects from which people can choose and 

each project is intended to take about an hour to complete.  There will be picnic foods offered to 

those who participate.  Patty Fowler offered to help co-ordinate and Bill and Darryl will be asked 

to help with the food. The Trustees talked about maintenance issues at the church and the need to 

make some changes to the grounds, as suggested by David Gressley, to decrease the need for 

continued maintenance. Later in the meeting there was a discussion about the need to realize the 

custodian staff is limited and the maintenance needs of the church are ongoing.  There was a 

question about the recent “deep clean” at the church and the extent of that work.  Martha will 

follow up with Willie Howard on that issue and to talk about a list of maintenance tasks and the 

frequency with which those tasks should be completed.  

Treasurer’s Report: Keith Kallay reported that the 2015 report is finished and the 2016 report is 

close to completion.  He reviewed the restructuring of the report to allow expenses to be reported 

by ministry.  There continues to be a need to understand the origin and history of the funds at the 
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church in order to strengthen the controls on spending from the funds. The goal is for each 

ministry to understand the purpose and the particular issues associated with funds of the 

ministry.  

Old Business:  Keith Kallay reported the Internal Audit Team (Chery Keys, Russell Hack and 

Keith Kallay) met and their report will be available in September.  The Investment Committee is 

scheduled for June 21 at 4:30. 

Condo Progress:  Jim Mate updated the trustees on the progress to file with Probate Court to 

transfer the title of the condo to Rev. Singleton’s daughter.  Several unforeseen obstacles have 

been brought to light and Attorney Bustamante is working to address them.  The Trustees 

affirmed the work of Jim Mate and his relationship with Attorney Bustamante and asked Jim to 

convey to the attorney their expectations that the probate process will be complete by August 15, 

2017.  The Trustees also requested that Jonathon Moyer secure a mortgage with a private lender 

by August 15, 2017.  

New Business: The issue of regular lawn maintenance was addressed and the Trustees agreed 

that the “curb appeal” of the lawn and the grounds is important in attracting people to the church.  

They reviewed a recent estimate for grounds services and discussed the immediate needs for 

mowing and edging the lawn as well as weed removal from the flower beds and to fill some of 

the beds with stones.  The Trustees discussed the proposal from the lawn service used by 

Fairmount Presbyterian Church and St. Paul’s church.  Amy will reach out to CWRU for an 

updated estimate for mowing and edging the lawn. The Trustees agreed that next year’s budget 

should include a line item estimate for regular landscaping at the church.  

Session Report: Will Klein reported that Session approved two building use requests: One from 

Pre-Term and one from an independent group that examines ways to limit congressional district 

gerrymandering in Ohio.  The Stewardship group is meeting to plan the fall program.  He 

reported the upgrades on the network, phone lines and server are nearly complete.  

Announcements:  Martha reminded the Trustees that church reports are available on-line. 

August Meeting:  August 15, 2017  

Trustees will take a vacation and no meeting will be scheduled in July. 

The meeting closed in prayer at 8:10 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathleen J. Farkas  
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