
Church of the Covenant 
Minutes of the Session 

June 28, 2017, 7:00pm 
Call to Order 

The regular meeting of the Session of the Church of the Covenant was called to order by 

Rev. Amy Starr Redwine and opened with prayer by Elder Deni Horstman at 7:05 p.m. 

on Wednesday, June  28, 2017 in the office area.  

Present 

Jennifer Conner; Barbara Clint; Elizabeth Hagen; Mike Heines; Deni Horstman; Virginia 

Kallay; Chris Langmack; Suchi Nelson; Jim Smekal; Lou Stark; Rev. Melanie Marsh 

Baum; Rev. Amy Starr Redwine 

Excused 

David Finkenthal; Catherine Jarjisian; LaShawna Mitchell; Jim Tomaszewski; 

Guests 

Bill Braun; Kevin Lowry, Chaplain to Students 

Quorum 

The Moderator attested that a quorum was present. 

Approval of Agenda  

The agenda was approved as distributed. 

Approval of Consent Agenda 

Chris Langmack and Deni Horstman moved that the motion to approve the wedding 

requests; the motion to approve the Manual of Operations and the motion to approve the 

Personnel Manual be removed from the consent agenda and be more fully discussed. 

 The motion was adopted and the Consent Agenda was approved as amended. 

Spiritual Development and Faith Formation: Will Klein on 1 Peter 4:8-10 

Visioning and Strategic thinking - For discussion in small groups only: 

 What is one thing you miss that is no longer part of the church? 

 What is one thing you are grateful for that is new to the church? 

For discussion in small groups and report out to full group: 

 What is something new the church hasn’t done before and isn’t currently doing 

that you think we should or could do? 

Results 

1) Amy-food truck to include job training.  

2) Chris/Jenny-lay reader/pastor prayers online. Pins for members to identify. 

Together with area churches, annual youth jubilee, youth fellowship. 

Thursday night suppers. 

3) Suchi/Kevin-6pm service for all. Hymns in a different language. Sign 

language. 

4) Deni/Ginny-wedding ministry. Provide services for couples.  

5) Mike/Barb-concerts or other programs. Lectures. Inter-generational 

activities. 

6) Lou/Elizabeth-intergenerational activities. Ways to connect. 



7) Melanie/Jim-all church intergenerational musical. New ways to maximize 

education wing. 

8) Will-continue tutoring through the summer. 

  Amy-lots of great ideas now we need discernment and strategic thinking, which 

 is part of what we will be doing in collaboration with the Self Study Review Task 

 Force. Elders can open a similar discussion with members around these questions 

 to generate ideas and excitement. 

 

For each person to answer in the large group: 

 Complete the sentence: “Ours is the church that…” 

Results 

1) Anchors uptown 

2) Makes things happen 

3) Ministers to college students 

4) Has diversity 

5) Honors past looks to future 

6) Is involved 

7) Loves broadly, rejects easy answers 

8) Is a campus church 

9) Is inclusive 

10) Sparkles spirit in the circle. 

11) Wants to be relevant in the community 

12) Is open. 

  



Business 

 MOTION: To approve the requests from Ellen Euclide and Collen Fitzpatrick 

and Matthew  Loveday and Michael Kulig to hold same-sex weddings in the 

Covenant sanctuary in April of 2018 and October of 2017, respectively.  

  DISCUSSION: Amy presented that these couples would be required to  

  sign the Use of Building form and that there would be a $500 fee  

  charged. Both couples  have been denied the use of other churches  

  including their home churches.  Several elders recalled that there is an  

  existing policy concerning non-member  weddings and there were  

  concerns about setting a precedent if these weddings are  approved.  

  Others spoke of being an open and welcoming church to all. Due to the  

  approaching dates, there is no time to review the current policy prior to  

  voting.  The Ministry of Faith Formation will review the existing policy  

  regarding non- member weddings and bring its findings and   

  recommendations to Session. 

   Action: the motion was adopted. 

 MOTION from the Personnel Committee: that retired pastors Robert Campbell 

and Laury Larson be afforded the status of Pastor Emeritus and Associate Pastor 

Emeritus, respectively. 

  DISCUSSION: Final approval comes from the congregation. It needs to  

  be explained to the congregation that emeritus status can only be   

  afforded to living people; therefore, Jonyrma Singleton cannot be  

  considered. The Personnel Committee will take it to the congregation,  

  and session requests that the committee give thought to the best way to  

  present this recommendation to the congregation. 

   Action: the motion was adopted. 

 MOTION from the Board of Trustees: to approve the spending of up to $10,000 

from the Lower Level Fund to have Chris Trotta of LevelHeads Architects draw 

up plans for the newly envisioned lower level renovation.  

   Action: the motion was adopted. 

 MOTION from the Board of Covenant University and Community Ministries: in 

the event that outside funding cannot be secured, that the Church of the Covenant 

fund the part-time (average of 20 hours per week) Saturday Tutoring Program 

director position at $33,000 salary (no benefits) per year for 2018 and 2019. 

   DISCUSSION: The original motion was amended to the above.   

  Concerns were expressed about adding this commitment to the current  

  budget. Submitting grant proposals was discussed. How important is this  

  program to growing the church? Is it valuable enough?  

    Action: the motion was adopted as amended. 

 Request for a topic and two elders for Conversation with Elders on Sunday, July 

23. No one volunteered at this time.  

  

  



Information Sharing 

 Clerk’s report: No report. 

 Report from Rev. Melanie Marsh Baum for the Deacons. 

 Update from Self Study Review Task Force – Ginny Kallay 

 Report from Kevin Lowry on the receipt of a furniture donation from CWRU. 

 

Deni Horstman volunteered to lead the devotion at the August meeting. 

Session adjourned until after the Covenant University and Community Ministries’ annual 

meeting. 

Session reconvened and was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:56 p.m. 

 

The next regular meeting of Session is scheduled for Wednesday, August 16, 2017 at      

7 p.m. in the church office. 

 

Will Klein, Clerk of Session 


