
The Church of the Covenant 
Minutes of the Session 

March 22, 2017, 7:00 p.m. 

Call to Order 

After dinner with new members, the regular meeting of the Session of the Church 

of the Covenant was called to order and opened with prayer by Rev. Melanie 

Marsh Baum at 7:12 p.m. on Wednesday, March 22, 2017 in the office area. 

Present 

Mary Anne Bromelmeier; Barb Clint; Jennifer Conner; Catherine Jarjisian; 

Virginia Kallay; James Smekal; Lou Stark; Harriet Wadsworth; Rev. Amy Starr 

Redwine; Rev. Melanie Marsh Baum 

Excused 

David Finkenthal; Elizabeth Hagen; Mike Heines; Denise Horstman; LaShawna 

Mitchell; Carol Roe; Jim Tomaszewski; Erin Tomko; 

Guests 

Susan Prince, Deacon Representative 

Quorum 

The Moderator attested that a quorum was present. 

Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was approved as distributed. 

Check-in 

Referencing the work done at the retreat, everyone shared one way that they had 

exhaled since the last meeting. 

Clerk’s Report and Approval of Consent Agenda  

 The consent agenda was approved as distributed.  

 Reported that a thank-you letter was received from Covenant Student 

Ministries expressing thanks for approving the expanded use of the lower 

level of the education building.  

7:30 p.m. Devotion and Visioning 

 Devotion: Jenny Conner 

 Visioning: Time Machine Exercise in small groups. Envision Session 

three years into the future.  

o Mixing old and new. Blending old and new traditions. 

o Being in a place that has so much change going on. 

o It’s exciting being a newer member seeing the change happening. 

Seeing new people in the pews and the energy of the church. 



o Risk thinking BIG thoughts as a Session. Not just doing the day-to-day 

 work. 

o That Session is intentional about being the steering body of the church. 

o The ability to speak openly and honestly without the hurt feelings. 

o Moving to the next step of jumping off the cliff.  

o Working together. 

o Having the wisdom to reflect on the changes and evaluating their 

effects. 

 Adaptive Change-discussion 

o Listening is an important concept throughout the article.  

o Emotional intelligence. 

o Servant leadership concept.  

o Diversity in leadership.  

o Types of leadership, out front, alongside, and from behind. 

o Discerning the time we are in. Have to trust each other, the pastors, 

and the congregation.  

o Judgment that the status quo was not good enough.  

o Staying relevant to the time we’re in. But there is excitement of 

opportunity.  

8:04 p.m. Unfinished Business 

 Inviting the congregation into conversation about the possibilities raised in 

the congregational retreat, and discussion of Session’s role in such 

conversations.  

o How can session hear what is happening in the congregation and what 

the congregation has to say and get their input? 

o The “Conversation with Elders” was discussed and if there are more 

effective ways to engage the congregation. 

 Consider proposing a specific topic for discussion on a Sunday 

when this conversation is scheduled. 

o Some ideas or suggestions proposed:  

 Send a survey in e-news to poll people about topics they want 

more info on.  

 Distribute thought-provoking inserts in the bulletin and put 

them in the offering plate. 

 Have meetings during the adult forum time to gather info about 

various topics. 

o The feedback obtained will give Session confidence that we can move 

forward to set the vision of where does God wants us to focus. Are we 

being called to different areas of service?  

o Session then offers guidance to committees to implement that vision. 



o Take list and group into themes. Then ask congregation to come and 

discuss. Congregation can share their passion and how to align that 

with their faith. Have lunch so it can be longer. Maybe do it 2 weeks in 

a row.  

o Elders should be there so they can hear the responses. 

o MOFF was worried about this conflicting with currently scheduled 

programs.  

o Plan these activities for May. 

8:27p.m. New Business 

 Request from member Dale Goode to display his artwork in the church. 

o Art would be for sale. 25% would be given back to church.  

o Could attract people to the church. 

o Discussed the timing of display and where to display it. 

o Amy will talk to Dale. 

 MOTION by James Smekal: that we support the display of Dale 

Goode’s work in the church.  

  Action: the motion was adopted 

 Treasurer’s Report- 

o The first quarterly report will be available next month. 

o The MOF report was included with materials.  

o The issue of election of the treasurer was raised as a point of 

information. The Book of Order states that the treasurer is to be 

elected by session. Further discussion will be held on this. 

 Lower-level renovation discussion: James Smekal and Kitty Jarjisian 

o Both talked to cache volunteers about the possibility of moving the 

cache to crèche area and vice versa. Both elders were surprised by the 

tone of the response.  

o Strong objections to this idea were received. Their concerns included: 

 The current availability of changing rooms. 

 Proximity to Willie Parker’s office. 

 Proximity to main door access. 

 Separate space for pricing. 

 There is better security in general in the current location. 

 Cache wants to stay where they are. 

 Questions for representatives of Ministries, Boards, Committees, Task 

Forces.  

o Self-study review and other task forces are moving forward. 

o Request for elders to participate in upcoming “Conversations with 

Elders” on Sunday, April 23. Harriett Wadsworth and Ginny Kallay 

volunteered. 



o Deacons’ report-Susan Prince 

 Deacons are assembling care packages for twenty students 

from Cleveland Institute of Art, Cleveland Institute of Music 

and Case Western Reserve University. 

9:00 p.m. Pastor’s Report: Rev. Amy Starr Redwine 

 Amy will be on a family weekend March 26, 2017   

 Amy will be presenting and preaching at the Trent Symposium for Newly 

Ordained Pastors at Second Presbyterian Church in Roanoke, Virginia on 

Tuesday, March 28 and Wednesday, March 29, 2017.  

 Reported that she was asked to be on University Circle Inc. Strategic 

Planning Steering Committee.  

 Reported that 600 new housing units are planned in University Circle in 

the coming year. The Church needs to be intentional in discerning our 

response to these and other changes in our neighborhood. 

Associate Pastor’s Report: Rev. Melanie Marsh Baum 

 Reported that there is ongoing discussion about the monthly tolling of the 

great bell to raise the awareness of the victims of gun violence and if other 

social issues should be included. The congregation will be asked for input. 

 Reported that planning for a fall women’s retreat is continuing. They have 

a retreat leader in mind. The planned weekend is September 22-24, 2017. 

She is in discussions with several retreat centers and the MOFF.  

  

9:08 p.m. The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 

The next meeting of Session is scheduled for Wednesday, April 26, 2017 at 7 p.m. 

in the church office. 

Will Klein, Clerk of Session 


