
Church of the Covenant 
Minutes of the Session 

April 26, 2017, 7:00pm 
Call to Order 

The regular meeting of the Session of the Church of the Covenant was called to order by 

Rev. Amy Starr Redwine and opened with prayer by Carol Roe at 7:03 p.m. on 

Wednesday, April 26, 2017 in the office area.  

Present 

Mary Anne Bromelmeier; Barb Clint; Jennifer Conner; Elizabeth Hagen; Denise 

Horstman; Catherine Jarjisian; Virginia Kallay; Carol Roe; Lou Stark; Jim Tomaszewski; 

Erin Tomko; Harriet Wadsworth; Rev. Amy Starr Redwine; Rev. Melanie Marsh Baum 

Excused 

David Finkenthal; Mike Heines; LaShawna Mitchell; James Smekal;  

Guests 

Kevin Lowry, Chaplain for Students; Ann Stark, Deacon representative; Russell Hack, 

new Trustee; Tom Keys, new Trustee; Chris Langmack, new Elder; Lucy Matz, new 

Deacon; Lynda Starr, new Deacon; Ann Williams, new Trustee,  

Quorum 

The Moderator attested that a quorum was present. 

Approval of Agenda and Consent Agenda 

The agenda was approved as distributed. The consent agenda was approved as 

distributed. 

Introduction of Guests and Check-in 

Devotion and Visioning 

 Devotion: The new officers shared their statements of faith. 

 Amy asked that outgoing Elders join us at the May meeting and express to 

Session one thing that should be a priority to the new Session.  

 Visioning: Amy presented information on her recent visit to Farm Church in 

Durham, NC. 

Clerk’s Report 

 Reported that a thank-you letter for our continued support was received from the 

Covenant Network of Presbyterians. 

Pastors’ Reports and Chaplain for Students’ Report 

 Chaplain for Students’ Report: Kevin Lowry 

 Reviewed engagement numbers that were included in written session materials. 

 Reported that the lower level will be open for students to study during finals 

week. 

Associate Pastor’s Report: Rev. Melanie Marsh Baum 

 Reported that the Theology on Tap group is going well and that it has expanded 

to include members of Forest Hill and Fairmount churches once per month. 

 Reported that the Youth Group meets with the youth from Forest Hill and 

Fairmount churches periodically and that has gone well. 



 Reported that she has completed PRISM training and will continue to focus on 

the issues of racism and diversity. 
 Reported that she will be on study leave at Montreat Conference Center May 3-6. 

Pastor’s Report: Rev. Amy Starr Redwine 

 Reviewed the written report that was distributed at the meeting. (Enclosure #1) 

 Discussed the review of the self-study. It was suggested that a newer member be 

added to the task force. 

 Presented possible dates for an Officers’ retreat in the fall. 

 Presented a request from Jonathan Moyer: To authorize a task force to evaluate 

the assets, challenges, and goals of the choir with a view toward creative 

restructuring. Mary Anne Bromelmeier volunteered to be a representative from 

Session. Action: Approved. 

8:01 Business 

 Quarterly Financial Report (Enclosure #2) 

o A question was raised concerning the budget overage of membership 

expenses. Amy will respond at the next meeting.  

o Treasurer Keith Kallay will discuss the financial report at the June 

meeting. 

 Conversation and Questions regarding work of Ministries, Boards, and 

Committees: http://covenantweb.org/about-us/leadership-notes#  

o All documents will be kept here including minutes of meetings. 

Documents should be sent to Lyn and she will upload them. 

 MOTION: To use Ministry Initiative fund ($2275.66) to send a member of the  

Stewardship Team to a stewardship conference ($760) and to train the staff in our 

new database ($1500). Will Klein is the Stewardship Team member who will 

attend the stewardship conference. 

 Action: The motion was adopted after debate. 

 MOTION: from Harriet Wadsworth: Establish a Ministries Review Task Force to 

evaluate Covenant's reorganization of its committee structure, including strengths 

and any weaknesses of the new Ministries structure.  The Task Force will be 

composed of a chair and 3-4 members, including at least one representative of 

each Ministry (preferably not those who have been moderators). It will conduct 

this review over the summer of 2017, with the goal of submitting a report with 

recommendations, if any, to Session by September 2017. I would like to chair 

this review committee or, if Session feels one of its current members should chair 

the review, perhaps I could be a co-chair with Ginny Kallay who I know also 

favors this proposed review. 

o Amendment moved by Carol Roe: That this task force be a sub-task 

force of the self-study task force and that they report back to the self-

study task force. Action: The amendment was adopted. 

 Action: The motion was adopted as amended after debate. 

  



 Report on the Saturday Tutoring Program’s leadership transition.  

o Seeking clarification if funding is available in the church budget to pay 

for the tutoring leader. Looking for guidance on church involvement and 

volunteers. 

o Agreement was reached to take the question to Ministry of Finance to see 

if funds may be available for next year for this position.  

o A request was made for someone to help the steering committee with 

writing a job description and seeking outside funding. 

o The program is CUCM’s responsibility BUT with Session and 

congregational support. Re-engage congregation in tutoring.  

o Barb will call Jim Smekal to take Mary Anne’s place and/or consult on 

the search for a new director.  

o Session needs to discern the value of the tutoring program to the church 

and whether the congregation invested in this ministry. Present it at the 

congregational meeting. 

 MOTION: Approve the examination of new elders, deacons, and trustees and set 

the date for the installation and ordination of new officers on May 21, 2017 

during worship. 

  Action: The motion was adopted. 

 “Conversations with Elders” on May 28 – request for volunteers and topics. 

o The topic for May 28 is how the church can make the best use of the time 

and talents of volunteers. Jim Tomaszewski and LaShawna Mitchell will 

do this. Harriett Wadsworth is an alternate. 

 Request for an elder to be on the Nominating Committee for 2017-18. LaShawna 

Mitchell is the moderator this year, the 2nd elder would be the vice-moderator.  

Check-out 

9:12 p.m. The meeting was adjourned with The Lord’s Prayer. 

The next meeting of Session is scheduled for Wednesday, May 24, 2017 in the office area 

at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Will Klein, Clerk of Session 

  

 


